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NNPEAUCJIOBHUE

3aHATHA [0 JOMAIIHEMY YTEHHUIO SBIISIOTCS HEOTHEMJIEMOM COCTaBIISIOLICH
npouecca OOy4eHHsS HHOCTPAHHOMY SI3bIKy. 3aHATHA 1O JOMAIIHEMY YTEHHIO
CHOCOOCTBYIOT PACKPBITHIO HAIIMOHATBHO-CHIEHPHUECKOro poHa PyHKIIMOHUPOBA-
HUSl aHTJIMHACKOTO $3bIKa, a Takke (OPMHUPOBAHHIO Yy CTYACHTOB HAaBBIKOB
BOCHPUATHSA U OLIEHKH MOJy4eHHON uH(opmanmu. Pabora ¢ mocobuem mpu3BaHa
CTUMYJHPOBAaTh CO3HATEIbHOE OTHOLIEHHWE K YTEHHIO M TO3HABaTEIbHOMN
JESTEIbHOCTH, a TakK)X€ pa3BUTHUIO HABBIKOB W YMEHUH, HEOOXOIMMBIX IS
BAYMUYMBOIO YTEHMs C LI€JbI0 HU3BJIe4YeHMs] uH(popmauuu. Bompocbl u 3amaHus
POOJIEMHOTO XapakTepa, COJEpKaLIUeCs B IOCOOUH, SBISIOTCS MPEANOCHIIKOMN 1715
bopMUpOBaHUS y CTYJIEHTOB COOCTBEHHBIX CYXKIEHUI U yMEHMs H3Jlaratb CBOE
MHEHHUE U JaBaTh OLIEHKY MPOYUTAHHOMY.

B  mpemmaraemoM = mocOOMHM  pacKphITHE  HAMOHAIBHO-KYJIBTYPHBIX
0COOCHHOCTEH JKM3HM BenukoOpUTaHHM COYETaeTCsl C CHCTEMOM YIpaKHEHUH,
HaIpaBJICHHBIX HA Pa3BUTHE U 3aKPEIUICHUE SI3bIKOBBIX Y PEUEBBIX HABBIKOB.

JlanHOE ocoOue SIBIISIETCS BTOPBIM U3/IaHUEM PAHEE BBIMYLIEHHOTO 1OCo0us,
U B HEM IOJHOCTBIO J00ABJIEH OAUH — TPETUH pas3zes, B KOTOPOM CTyJAEHTam
npenjiaraeTcsi BBINOJHUTH PS 3aJaHUNA O M TOCIE MPOCMOTpa JBYX MHUHU-
CepuasoB,  BBIMYIIEHHBIX  HEMOCPEACTBEHHO MO  MPOYUTAHHOM  KHUTE.
HeoOxonumMocTh mepen3ianusi HaCTOSIIEro MocoOus Kak pa3 W BO3HHKIA B CBSI3U
C BO3pokJeHueM uHrepeca Kk TBopuecTBY A. Kpuctu m Beixogom B 2022 roay
HOBOI'O cepuaja, CHATOro no kHure «OTBeT 3HaeT OBaHc». Kpome Toro, B MOMEHT
nyOIMKaUKU IEPBOT0O U3/1aHusl, CaMblii CTapblii MUHU-CEpHUA, BHITYLIEHHBIH B 1980
roJy ¢ TeM K€ Ha3BaHUEM, HE ObUI JOCTYNEH pocCUHCKMM 3purtensMm. Ceronss,
Omarojapss pa3sBUTHIO COBPEMEHHBIX TEXHOJOIHMM, NOSBWIACh oOLU(poBaHHAS
BEpCHsl MEPBOro cepuaa, a BMECTe ¢ HeW M yHHKajIbHas BO3MOXXHOCTh CPAaBHUTh
JBE PEKUCCEPCKHE pabOThl, BpEMEHHas pa3HHUIA MEXIy KOTOPBIMU COCTaBIISIET
6onee copoka ser. KpoMme TOro, B HACTOALIEM H3AAHUU OBLIM HCIPABICHbI
HEKOTOpble opdorpaduueckue M MYHKTYalMOHHbIE OIIMOKH, JOIYIIECHHbIE
B IIEPBOM M3JAaHMU, U J00aBIEH CHMCOK npousBeneHudl A. Kpuctu, pazneneHHbli
10 TEMaTUYECKUM IpyMIam.

[Tpennaraemass meroauueckas pa3padOTKa BXOJUT B YUYEOHYIO CEPHIO
«Kuura — ¢unbm», npeaHa3HAYEHHYIO ISl CTYJACHTOB AHTJIMICKOTO OTAENICHUS.
Br16op kHUTHM 00YCIOBIIEH €€ MPUHAAJIEKHOCTHIO K MOIMYJISIPHOMY BO BCE BpeMeEHa
KaHpy — JAeTeKTuBy. B pamkax sroro sxaHpa mpowusBeneHust A. Kpuctu Bcerma
CTOAT OCOOHSKOM OJ1arojapst 0COOEHHOCTSM aBTOPCKOTO SI3bIKA U 3aHUMATEIbHOCTH
ctoxkera. B mpousBenenusx A. Kpuctu ecTecTBEHHO COUYETAIOTCs YBIEKaTelIbHAs

WHTPUTa, TOHKUH TICUXOJIOTU3M U COBPEMEHHBIN KUBOWU AHTJIMUCKUH S3bIK.
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VYxe B 30-40-e ronpr XX Beka Kpuctu — caMblii untaeMblii B MacCOBOM cpefie
nucarenb Ha 3amaae. OHa yIOCTaMBAeTCs MWUIMOHHBIX THUPAXEW HW3JaHUN,
NOJIy4aeT TIOYETHYI CTEIEHb JOKTOpa JIMTEPATYPbl, CTAHOBUTCS KOPOJEBOM
neTektuBa, a B 1971 romy CTaHOBUTCS KaBaJIEpCTBEHHOM AaMoW. Ycmex e
COIyTCTBOBAJI TPAHAMO3HBIN, MO YUCIy TUPAXKEW U KOJWYECTBY MyOJMKAIMi OHa
3aHANIA TPEThE MECTO B AHIJIOA3BIYHOM KHIDKHOM Mmupe, Beaen 3a lllexcrimpom
u bubnuei. Ho u B Poccun npoussenenust A. Kpuctu yxe HECKOJIBKO ECATUICTUN
MOJIB3YIOTCSI HEM3MEHHOW HeociabeBarolell MomyJsIspHOCTBIO Y YUTaTelIel BCex
nokosieHnit. Toxke ke caMoe MOXHO CKa3aTb M O (uibMax, CHSTBIX IO €€
npousBefeHussM. Y Aratel Kpuctu Oblia yHUKallbHAs Nucatenbckas cyipba —
PAKTUYECKU BCE €€ JIETEKTHBHBIE POMAaHbl ObLIM 3KpaHU3UpPOBaHbl. YacTo B HUX
UIpajii BEAYyILIHUE, CAMblE 3HAMEHUTHIE aKTEpPhl COBPEMEHHOCTH — MapiieH [{utpux,
Wurpun beprman, B MonTan, AnbOept ®@unnu, Octun Tpesop. Ho cambiMu
3HAMEHUTBIMH aKTepaMH, TEM, KOMy, N0 MHeHHI0 camoil A. Kpuctu ynamoce
HamboJee TOYHO CO3/aTh Ha 3KpaHe 00pasbl MPOCIaBIEHHBIX neTeKTHBOB Ilyapo
u Mapmn, sasusitorcs pBun Cyme u J[xoan XukcoH. MIMEHHO ¢ UX HUMEHaMH
3pUTENh ACCOLUUUPYET 00pa3bl JABYX 3HAMEHHUTBHIX JETEKTHBOB, YTO YYUTHIBAETCS
B IIpe/jlaraeMol MeToIMuecKoi pa3paboTke. BHUMaHUIO CTYyI€HTOB Mpeiaraercs
¢unbpM ¢ yuactuem Cytie B ponu [lyapo «YOuiictBo Pomkepa Axkkpoitna» u ¢puibm
¢ yuactueM Jl>xoan XukcoH B posit Mucc Mapnu «Otens beptpamy».

OueBUAHO, YTO M B Halle BpeMs MHTepec K TBopuyecTBY AraTel Kpuctu He
ocnabeBaeT. BoJbIION MOMYNAPHOCTHIO MOJB3YIOTCS €€ POMaHbl, KOTOPbIE BHOBb
Y BHOBb CITy>)KaT BJOXHOBEHMEM U1 KAaXKIOTO HOBOIO ITOKOJIEHHUSI PEKUCCEPOB.
Jloka3aTenbCTBOM TOMY CIIYXKHUT JKpaHuzanusi pomMaHa «OTBET 3HAET TOJbKO
DBaHC», KOTOPOU OH yaoctousics Tpu pasza: B 1980, 2009 u B 2022 rogax, npuuem
BCETJ1a PEXKUCCEPHI MPUHUMANH PELIEHUE CHATh MHOTOCEPUIHBIN Ceprall HA OCHOBE
OTHOCHUTENIbHO HEOOJBIIOro poMaHa. X TBOpuecTBO mpeAcTaBisieT co0oil 0coOblit
MHTEpEC JUIsl YATATENIEW POMaHa, HOTOMY YTO JApUT 3aMEUYaTeNIbHYI0 BO3MOXKHOCTD
CPaBHHUTb Pa3HOE BOCIPHUATUE TE€POEB, MHTEPHPETAIUIO OMHCHIBAEMBIX COOBITHIA
pexuccepaMu U akTEpaMu, MPUHAICKAIIUMU K PA3HBIM IIOKOJICHUSIM.

Pa3zBuTne COBpEMEHHBIX TEXHOJOTMHA NPEAOCTABISET MPENOAABATENIO
IIMPOKUE BO3MOXKHOCTH JUIsl TEXHHU3AIMHM mpouecca oOydeHHs (MCHOJb30BaHUE
BUJICO0, ayAuomarepuainoB, MHTepHeT pecypcoB u T.1.). Haceblienue y4yeOGHOTrO
npolecca TEXHHUYECKHMMH CPEJICTBaMHU SIBISIETCSI OOBEKTUBHON HEOOXOAMMOCTHIO,
4TO OOBSCHSIETCS, B MEPBYIO OYepeb, OOJBLIIMMH BO3MOXHOCTAMU OOydaromen
TEXHHKH, Olarojaps KOTOPOM YCHEIIHO pemaeTcs 3ajada — CYHUIECTBEHHBIM
o0pa3oM MOBBICUTH A(PEKTUBHOCTh YYEOHOrO TMpollecca Ha BCEX CTaIUsAX
oOyuenusi. IIpumMeHeHuE BCIIOMOTATENbHBIX CPEJICTB CIYXOBOM U 3pUTEILHOM

HarjisiAHOCTH  HMCECT OOJBIIOE 3HAUYEHHE BO BCEX TeEX Clydasax, Koraa
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OCYIIECTBIISIETCS CEMAHTHU3AIMsI HOBBIX JIEKCHYECKUX EIUHHI] WU OOBSICHEHHS
IpaMMaTUYECKOro MaTrepuaia, KOrjaa Uil pa3BUTHUS YMEHUM M HABBIKOB YCTHOM
MHOSA3BIYHOW pedYr TPeOYIOTCSI CIOKEThI NMEPCHEKTUBHBIE JIMHUU I1OBECTBOBAHUIA
U IHAJIOTOB, 4Y€M MOJCKA3bIBACTCA JIOTMKA W COJEpXKaHUE BBICKA3bIBAHMSI
U o0yeryaercs MpoAyLUPOBAHUE BHICKA3bIBAaHUS HA MHOCTPAHHOM S3bIKE, TaK Kak
CHHUMAETCS TPYAHOCTb — O 4Y€M TOBOpHUTH. lIpenomaBarens MHOCTPAHHOTO S3bIKA
NOJDKEH HCIIOJb30BaTh BCE HMMEIOLIMECS B €ro paclopsHKEHWM AayTEHTHYHbIC
CpeaCTBAa JJs CO3J@aHUSl  YCJOBHM, HEOOXOAUMBIX ISl CTUMYJIHUPOBAHHS
MHTEJUIEKTYaJbHOTO M 3MOLMOHAJIBHOIO IIOTEHLHAJa CTYIAEHTOB, a TaKXKe HX
KOMMYHUKATUBHOW KOMIIETEHTHOCTH.

ITpennaraemass Meronnyeckas pazpaboTKa COCTOMT M3 HECKOJIBKUX 4acTeil.
llepeasi uacmev mnpencrabisier coOOM  BBOAHBIA 3Tal W HOJAPA3yMEBAET
MPENTEKCTOBYIO paboTy. B Heil CTyneHThl 3HAKOMATCA C OCHOBHBIMH MOMEHTaMHU
KU3HU U TBopuecTBa Ararbl Kpucth, a Takke HM3y4arOT OCHOBHBIE >KAHPOBBIE
NPUHLIMIIBI JETEKTHBA UM €ro HMCTOPUI0. YUUTHIBash OCOOCHHOCTH COBPEMEHHOTO
CTYZEHTA — HaIlPaBJIEHHOCTb HA 3PUTEJIBbHOE BOCHPUATHE UHPOPMALUH, CTYEHTaM
[peIaraeTcsi NPOKOMMEHTUPOBATh psia ¢otorpaduil, OTpa)xarolMX pa3IUYHbIE
snu3oael ku3HM Aratel Kpucrtu. Takxke B 3TOM pasgene IPUBOAITCS LIUTATHI
MUCATENbHUIIBI, OTPAXKAIOIINX €€ )KU3HECHHYIO MO3UIUI0; UX 00CYKIEHUE TOMOKET
CTyZI€HTaM HAaCTPOUTHCS Ha BOCIIPUATHE NMPOU3BEICHUMN.

Bmopasa uyacms mocobusi — TMOypouyHOE IUIAHUPOBAHHE 3aHATUN IO
nOMalmHeMy 4TeHMIo. Kaknas dacTe BKIIIOYAET 3aJaHus I CaMOCTOSITEIIbHOU
paboOThl CTYZIEHTOB J0OMa, a TaKXe ayJuTopHble 3anaHusa. K kaxnoil rnase
[IPENIAararoTCs JIEKCUYECKUE U IPAaMMAaTUYECKUE YIIPAXKHEHUS, a TAKXKeE 3aJaHus Ha
[IEPEBOJ C PYCCKOTO HAa AHIVIMHCKUA M C AHIVIMMCKOTO HA PYCCKUM. 3ajaHus U
YIPaKHEHHsT HAIPaBJICHbl HA YCOBEPILICHCTBOBAHME TEXHHMKW UYTEHUS, Pa3BUTHUE
HaBBIKOB MOHOJIOTUYECKOW M JIHAJIOTMYECKOM pedM. JIeKCMyecKue ynpakHEeHUs
HAaIllpaBJICHbl HA AaKTUBHU3ALHWI0 HOBOM JIEKCUKH, PACIIHPEHHE W IIONOJIHEHUE
cioBapHoro 3amnaca. Oco6oe MecTo 3aHMMAIOT 33aHHs, HAIIPABICHHBIE HA PA3BUTHE
HaBBIKOB ~ TOBOPEHHUS,  CHOCOOCTBYIOIME  COBEPIICHCTBOBAHMIO  HAaBBIKOB
MOHOJIOTHYECKOW W Juajoruyeckor peuyu. bosbiiol moTeHnuan sl 00ydeHHs
YCTHOH peuu UMEIOT 3a/1aHUs, IPEIHAMEPEHHO CO3/1al0lUe POOJIEMHBIE CUTYAILIHH.
Takue 3amaHus CHOCOOCTBYIOT BO3HMKHOBEHMIO MOTHBA M HOTPEOHOCTEM
BBICKA3bIBaHUS,  BBIABIDKCHMIO  THUIOTE3,  MPEANOJOXKEHUN,  aKTMBU3ALUU
MBICJIUTEIIBHON JEATEIBHOCTH, a TAaKKE€ PA3BUTUI0 HABBIKOB HWHTEPIpPETALUU
XYZO0KECTBEHHOro Tekcta. ToroBas nuckyccus, 3aBepiuaroniasi padoTy Haf
TEKCTOM, HalpaBJieHa Ha 00CYX/JIEHUE XapaKTEPUCTUK IJIaBHBIX U BTOPOCTETIEHHBIX
repoeB, OCOOCHHOCTEM aBTOPCKOIO CTWIS, a Takke MOPaIbHO-ITHUECKUX

N COMUAJIbHBIX HpO6JICM, MOAHATBIX B IIPOU3BCACHUU.
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Tpemvsi uacme TOCOOWS TPETyCMATPUBACT MPOCMOTP CEPHUATOB, CHSATHIX
B pa3Hoe BpeMs 1mo pomaHy «OTBET 3HAET TOJIBKO DBAHC» M BBITOJHCHHE K HUM
3amannii. HawmOonpmmii WHTEpEC Yy CTYJACHTOB MOJKET BBI3BaTh BO3MOYKHOCTH
CpPaBHUTH PaOOTHI Pa3HBIX PEKHUCCEPOB U aKTEPCKOTO COCTABOB, MPUHAICIKAIINX
K Pa3HBIM TTOKOJICHUSIM, OOCYIUTh TOCTOMHCTBA M HEIOCTATKA KaXXIOW M3 pabor,
MOAXO/ABI K CO3/IaHni0 00pa3oB. B maHHOM mocoOwuM BKITFOUEHBI 3a/IaHUS 110 JBYM
cepuanaM — camoM paHHeM (1980) u camom coBpemenHoMm (2022).

B uemesepmoii vacmu crynentam mpejiaraeTcs mpocMoTp (PUIIBMOB, CHATHIX
0 JPYTUM U3BECTHEHIIMM pomaHaM A. KpUCTH ¢ BBITTOJIHEHHEM 3aJaHUM 110 HUM.
Bei6op ¢uapMOB HE ciydaeH W OOOCHOBaH HE TOJIBKO WX XYJI0KECTBEHHOH
IIEHHOCTBIO, HO U HAJIMYMEM B HUX JIBYX CaMbIX 3HAMCHHUTHIX JETEKTUBOB — [lyapo
1 Mucc Mapmn. 3aganus K GuibMaM CHOCOOCTBYIOT MX JIy4IIEMYy BOCHIPHSITHIO,
MO3BOJISIIOT  COCPEIOTOYNTh BHUMAHUE CTYJIEHTOB Ha OCOOEHHOCTSX pa3BUTHUS
CIOJKETa, TJIaBHBIM 00pa3oM Ha KyJIbMHUHAIMOHHBIX W IOBOPOTHBIX MOMEHTaX.
3amaHusi, BBIMOTHEHUE KOTOPBIX MPEAyCMaTpuUBaeT IIOJIHOE O3HAKOMIICHUE
¢ ¢puIpMaMu, CIOCOOCTBYIOT COBEPIIICHCTBOBAHUIO PEUCBBIX HABBIKOB CTY ICHTOB.

[Tocnequuit, namoiii pazden MOCOOUS MPEACTABIISIET COOON psJl 3aaHUN JIJIs
ayJIMpOBaHUs, IO3BOJIAIONINX AaKTyaJIM3upOBaTh W ONEPUPOBATH IMACCHBHBIM
Y TIOTEHIIMATIBHBIM CJIOBApEeM CTYACHTOB. Kakmoe mpociyImBaHUe COMPOBOXKIACTCS
3aaHUSIMHA, TPU3BAHHBIMUA HANpPaBUTh BHUMAaHHUE CTYJCHTOB Ha OOIIEE COICpPKAHHE
Y BBIpaOOTKY yMEHUH TOHSATh BaXXHYIO BTOPOCTENECHHYIO WH(OpPMAIIMIO, a TaKKe
Pa3BUTh HABBIK aCCOIMAIIAN 3PUTEIBHOTO 00pasa CJIoBa CO CITYXOBBIM.

Hacrosimee mocobwe HM B KOG Mepe HE OrpaHHYMBACT TBOPYCCKUE
W3BICKaHHS TperojaBaTeiei M CTYACHTOB II0 TBopuecTBY Aratrel Kpucrwy,
a TIPU3BAHO JIMIIIb [IOMOYb UM B 3TOM. B ompeeneHHoi cTeneHu, mocoOrue BEIXOIUT
3a paMKH 3aJaHHH JJI JTOMAITHETO YTEHUS, © MOXKET OBITh YCICIIHO HCIIOJIb30BaHO
st u3ydenus TeM «Kuaoy» wim «Cyny.

Kenaro npusitHOrO uTeHwMs!
Asmop.



Agatha Christie (1890-1976) — Mary Clarissa Miller

Her achievement was absolutely astonishing.
P.D. James

DAME AGATHA: QUEEN OF THE MAZE

Dame Agatha Christie made more profit out of
murder than any woman since Lucrezia Borgia. One
estimate of her total earnings from more than a half —
century of writing is $ 20 million. The Christie output
was torrential: 83 books, including a half-dozen
romances written under the name of Mary Westmacott;
17 plays; nine volumes of short stories, and “Come, Tell
. Me How I Live”, in which she described her field
exploration with her second husband, British
Archeologist Sir Max Mallowan. The number of printed
copies of her books is conservatively put at 300 million. Her own characters were
much less exotic: doctors, lawyers, army officers, clergymen. Her stalking grounds
were usually genteel English houses, and she rarely strayed. “I could never manage
miners talking in pubs”, she once said, “because | don’t know what miners talk
about in pubs”.

In a Christie murder mystery, not only counts, it is everything. As the genre’s
undisputed queen of the maze, she laid her tantalizing plots so precisely and
dropped her false leads so cunningly that few — if any — readers could guess the
identity of the villain. Poison was a preferred method of dispatching a victim —
frequently “in quiet family surroundings”. She continued to publish one or two
novels a year, often plotting them in a hot bath while eating apples.

Born Agatha Mary Clarissa Miller in Torquey, she was the daughter of a rich
American and an English mother. Taught at home by a governess and tutors, as a
child Agatha Christie never attended school. She became adept at creating games to
keep herself occupied at a very young age. A shy child, unable to adequately
express her feelings, she first turned to music as a means of expression and, later in
life, to writing. Although gifted with a good singing voice, she abandoned a stage
career because of her shyness.

In 1914, at the age of 24, she married Archibald Christie, a World War
| fighter pilot; their daughter, Rosalind, was born in 1919. During World War | she
worked in a Red Cross Hospital in Torquayas as a nurse, which gave her knowledge
of poisons. It was to be useful when she started writing mysteries. It was while
working in a hospital during the war that Christie first came up with the idea of
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writing a detective novel. Although the novel called “The Mysterious Affair
at Styles” was completed in a year, it wasn’t published until 1920, five years later.

“The Mysterious Affair at Styles” gave the world the inimitable Hercule
Poirot, a retired Belgian police officer who was to become one of the most enduring
characters in all of fiction. With his waxed moustache and his “little grey cells”, he
was “meticulous, a tidy little man, always neat and orderly, with a slight flavour of
absurdity about him.” His egoism, eccentricities and the fact that for a time he had a
Watsonian colleague called Hastings suggest that Christie was strongly influenced
by Sherlock Holmes. Christie wrote more than 30 novels featuring Poirot. Among
the most popular were “The Murder of Roger Ackroyd” (1926), “Murder on the
Orient Express” (1934), and “Death on the Nile” (1937).

Christie was a well-established writer when her controversial “The Murder of
Roger Ackroyd” was published in 1926. Publication of the novel coincided with
another first in the author’s otherwise scandal-free life. For two weeks in December
1926, Agatha Christie, 36, was officially a missing person. A frenzied nationwide
search led to a Yorkshire hotel, where she was found registered as Tessa Neele, the
name of the woman Colonel Christie married after his divorce from Agatha two
years later. Doctors said the disappearance was caused by amnesia.

In 1930, on a trip to the Middle East, she found Max Mallowan, 14 years her
junior, who was excavating on the site of ancient Ur. “An archeologist is the best
husband any woman can have”, she noted before their 25" anniversary. “The older
he gets, the more interested he is in her”.

Another of Christie's most well-known and beloved characters — Miss Marple —
was introduced in “Murder at the Vicarage” in 1930. That elderly spinster in the
quaint English village of St. Mary Mead, solved all manner of mysteries with
Intense concentration and intuition. Featured in 12 novels, Miss Marple exemplified
the cozy style, a form of mystery fiction that became popular in, and ultimately
defined, the Golden Age of fiction in England during the 1920s and *30s.

The last few years of Dame Agatha’s life saw an upsurge in Christiemania.
“Murder on the Orient Express”, the film based on her novel “Murder in the Calais
Coach”, was a huge box office success that spurred even further the sales of her
books. “Curtain”, the novel in which Hercule Poirot predeceases his author, is still
No.1 on U.S. bestseller lists, with over a quarter of a million copies in print.

But it was the elderly Jane Marple who remained her favourite detective.
Gifted with as many “little grey cells” as Poirot, Miss Marple also possesses an
unpretentious village wisdom and homey psychological insight that make her
Agatha Christie’s alter ego. Although Poirot is gone, Marple survives for at least a
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while longer. An unpublished manuscript in which she too passes on locked in the
Christie vault , along with the ultimate whodunit, Dame Agatha’s autobiography. By
refusing to publish it during her lifetime, Dame Agatha has assured herself one last,
suspenseful hurrah.

Here are some photos illustrating different periods of Christie’s life. Take a look
and describe what, to your mind, they show and how the people in the photos feel.
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Below you can see Christie’s quotations. Study them carefully and say what
they tell us about her character and the life she had. Do you agree with her ideas?

If I was born once again, | would like to be a woman — always!

One of the luckiest things that can happen to you in life is to have a happy
childhood. I had a very happy childhood.

An archaeologist is the best husband any woman can have: the older she gets,
the more interested he is in her.

Never go back to a place where you have been happy. Until you do it
remains alive for you. If you go back it will be destroyed.

One doesn’t recognize in one’s life the really important moments — not until
it’s too late.

There is no greater mistake in life than seeing things or hearing them at the
wrong time.

Good advice is always certain to be ignored, but that’s no reason not to give it.

The saddest thing in life and the hardest to live through, is the knowledge
that there is someone you love very much whom you cannot save from suffering.

It is never good to entirely quit with work.

One is left with the horrible feeling now that war settles nothing; that to win
a war is as disastrous as to lose one.

Where large sums of money are concerned, it is advisable to trust nobody.

If one chooses to look back over the journey that has been one’s life, is one
entitled to ignore those memories that one dislikes? Or is that cowardice? | think,
perhaps, one should take one brief look, and say: “Yes, this is a part of my life, but
it’s done with. It is a strand in the tapestry of my existence. | must recognise it
because it is part of me. But there is no need to dwell upon it”.

A child says “Thank God for my good dinner”. What can | say at seventy-
five? Thank God for my good life, and for all the love that has been given to me.

12



A Brief History of the Detective Novel

Crime stories have been with us at least since Cain killed Abel in the Bible,
yet Sherlock Holmes is considered the father of what is known as the classic
“Golden Age” of English murder mystery. Writers such as Agatha Christie, Ellery
Queen, and P.D. James went on to emulate this form, and today even a cursory
glance at a mystery section in a book or video store will reveal the vigorous lineage
of the great detective. Although Edgar Allen Poe, Wilkie Collins, and others had
written mysteries before him, somehow, in the persons of Sherlock Holmes and his
humble helper, Dr. John Watson, Arthur Conan Doyle captured the public
Imagination as no detective writer ever has.

The formula Conan Doyle helped establish for the classic English mystery
usually involves several predictable elements: a “closed setting” such as an isolated
house or a train; a corpse; a small circle of people who are all suspects; and an
Investigating detective with extraordinary reasoning powers. As each character in
the setting begins to suspect the others and the suspense mounts, it comes to light
that nearly all had the means, motive, and opportunity to commit the crime. Clues
accumulate, and are often revealed to the reader through a narrator like Watson, who
Is a loyal companion to the brilliant detective. The detective grasps the solution to
the crime long before anyone else, and explains it all to the “Watson” at the end.

At about the same time as the English murder mystery was establishing itself,
a distinctly different school of detective fiction emerged in America. This “hard-
boiled” style of fiction took hold in the 1920s, the era of American prohibition and
gangster violence. Popularized through the accessibility of the “pulps” — cheaply
produced, gaudy magazines that featured short, violent crime stories — the hard-
boiled American detective contrasts distinctly with the classic English version. This
detective is not a gentleman hero, but a hard-drinking, tough-talking “private eye,”
often an outsider to the world of upper- and middle-class values. The classic setting
IS not a country house but the brutal and corrupt city, and the suspects might be
anyone at all in such a vast and anonymous place. The action does not move in a
series of orderly steps toward a logical solution, but, instead, careens from place to
place and scene to scene. As Dashiell Hammett, one of the originators of the genre,
explained it, “Your private detective does not want to be an erudite solver of riddles
in the Sherlock Holmes manner; he wants to be a hard and shifty fellow, able to take
care of himself in any situation, able to get the best of anybody he comes in contact
with, whether criminal, innocent bystander, or client.”

The detective and mystery stories we read and watch on television and in film
today can often be traced directly to one of these two original schools, or borrow
from both traditions. Contemporary writers continue to reinvent the basic formula so
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that, over a hundred years since readers first met the great Sherlock Holmes, the
detective story is more fresh, interesting, and popular than ever.

Exploring the Genre: questions and tasks

1. Why do people like to read mystery and detective stories? Why are we so
fascinated with crime, especially murder? List as many reasons as you can. How
does the fact that detective stories have a predictable structure make them more or
less enjoyable to read? Why?

2. Why do many readers consider relaxing with mystery, detective, and
crime fiction a “guilty pleasure”? What is the difference between “serious literature”
and mystery stories? To think about this, consider the following questions: Why is
Shakespeare not considered a crime writer even though he often writes about
murder? Is Crime and Punishment or Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone a
“mystery” novel? Explain your answer.

3. What would Sherlock Holmes think about the kind of detectives we are
most familiar with from American television? Pretend you are Holmes and watch an
episode of a series that features a contemporary American/British/Russian detective.
If Holmes were asked to give them advice on detecting, what would he tell them?

4. What can the history of the two mystery writing schools tell us about some
of the differences between England and America? Pretend you are an alien trying to
research the two countries before coming to visit. If all you were given were the first
chapter of any Agatha Christie novel (to represent England) and the first chapter of any
Raymond Chandler novel (to represent America), what conclusions might you draw?
Write a list of the assumptions and expectations this alien might form about each
society based on these chapters. How many of the things on your list do you think the
alien might actually observe if it came for a visit today?

5. Mystery and detective fiction is often judged by how well it satisfies the
conventions of its genre — that is, how well it follows the unwritten “rules” of how
detectives, criminals, suspects, and clues are presented. In the 1920s, writer Ronald
Knox made a list of “commandments” that he believed must be followed in all good
detective fiction. Since then, nearly all have been broken, but they are still a guide
for most writers of the classic English school. Some of these rules are listed below.
Which do The Hound of the Baskervilles obey? Do today’s detective stories still
follow these rules? If not, what rules would you add to or eliminate to bring a list of
detective story commandments up-to-date?

« The criminal must be mentioned in the early part of the story, but must
not be anyone whose thoughts the reader has been allowed to follow.
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« All supernatural or preternatural agencies are ruled out as a matter of

course.

« Not more than one secret room or passage is allowed.

« The detective himself must not commit the crime.

« The detective is bound to declare any clues upon which he may happen
to light.

« The friend of the detective, the Watson, must not conceal from the
reader any thoughts which pass through his mind; his intelligence must be slightly,
but very slightly, below that of the average reader.

6. Other genres also follow rules and conventions. Horror, romance, and
science fiction stories all use predictable structures, characters, and plots. Choose
one of these genres and develop a set of “commandments” for that genre. You might
also compile a list of classic lines from this genre or develop a graphic organizer for
watching or reading this kind of fiction.

7. Can a genre’s formula be exhausted? If so, can the formula be
reinvented and remain fresh? Choose a genre with a formulaic approach (mystery,
detective, crime, spy, romance, horror, or science fiction), and compare an early
classic with a contemporary example. What do the changes tell you about how the
audience and our world have changed?

15



A. Christie Why didn’t they ask Evans?
Unit 1 (Ch -s. 1-6)
I. Read chapters 1-6 with special attention to the use of the active

vocabulary items provided below. Reproduce the situations in which the author
used them:

=

to groan with dismay (p. 6)

to depress one’s shoulder (p. 7)

to draw a breath of satisfaction (p. 7)
to be on the point of doing smth. (p. 7)
the footpath runs along (p. 7)

What do you make of that? (p. 8)

at most (p. 8)

to recover consciousness (p. 8)

to live an out-of-door life (p. 9)

to keep guard over smb. (p. 12)

. tosquat (p. 12)

to stifle a pang of envy (p. 15)

the deceased (p. 16)

to hold an inquest (p. 16)

to give evidence (p. 16)

the coroner (p. 19)

plucked eyebrows (p. 20)

to say soothing words (p. 21)

shifty eyes (p. 23)

to be indebted to smb. (p. 23)
henna-tinted hair (p. 24)
bloodthirsty instincts (p. 25)

to revert to the original topic (p. 25)
to dismiss from the mind (p. 26)

to count on smb. (p. 30)

. to give allowance (p. 30)

inferiority complex (p. 32)

© oo N O WN
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I1. Give English equivalents for the following:

TPOIIMHKAa HWACT BAOJb, MH344aTb B340X pa3odapOoBaHHA, KpPOBOXaJIHLIC
WHCTHUHKTBI, OaBaTb IIOKa3daHWs, YIAOBJICTBOPCHHO B3AOXHYTh, Yto THI 00 3TOM
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AyMaelib?, CUAETh Ha KOPTOYKAX, MOKOWHBIN, MPOBOAMTH O3HAHHUE, KOPOHED,
OIYCTUTh IIJIEYO, OKPAIICHHbIE XHOW BOJIOCHI, COJEP)KaTh KOIO-JIM0O, KOMILIEKC
HEIOJIHOLICHHOCTH, IIOJAABUTH YKOJI 3aBUCTH.

I11. Give words and word combinations which are opposite in meaning to
the following:

not to be ready to do smth. bushy eyebrows

to faint to talk rudely

to live indoors a straight gaze

at least to owe smb. nothing

to ignore smb. to focus on smb.

to digress from the topic to be independent from smb.

IV. Translate the following sentences using the active vocabulary:

1. 1aBaii gepuemcs k meme pazeosopa. Tak Ha yeM K€ Mbl OCTAHOBUIIUCH?

2. BooOmie-to, Mbl paccuumsiéanu Ha Bairy momouls. Bel obemanu damob
oguyuanvusvie nokazanusa B cyae. llouemy ke Bbl Teepb OTKa3bIBAETECh OT CBOUX
CJIOB?

3.« Huxomy Huueeo He Oondcen!» — Kpyudaa MO ObIBIIMNA MyX, — «M He
coOuparoch codepaicams cbiHA 33 CBOM cUeT. ITO Thl BO BCEM BUHOBaTa!»

4. JxKeH Tak CWJIBHO XOTeJa MOJIyYUTh POJb B HOBOM CIEKTaKJe, YTo, HE
3alyMbIBasACh COTJIACUJIACH 8bIUUNAMb OPOBU U BLIKPACUMb XHOU 8010CHI, KAK TOTO
TpeboBaia poJb.

5. Mapraper erie u3anu yBujaesa 104b: Ta cuoeild Ha KOpmoykax ¥ 1iiakana,
ONYCmug 20108y U niedu.

6. CTpaHHbIl, Oecarowutl 632150 MPOJIaBIa HaBEI MEHS Ha MBICIL O TOM, YTO
YTO-TO OBLIO 3/1ECh HE TaK.

7. «Tol 3Haemb, ¢ JDKOpIAKEM TeNepb OYEHb CJIOKHO CBS3AaThCs. DTO paHbIIIE
OH BEYHO CHJIEJN JIOMA, a menepb NOCMOAHHO 8 paszbe3oax. 51 n He MPUIMOMHIO, KOTAa
BUJIEJICS C HUM B MOCJIETHUHN pa3y.

8. «/la mepecranp TBHI aOymMaTb O TOM, 4YTO HE CMOI TOTAAa HPOUTH
co0eceloBaHUE, NpOCMO GblOPOCU MO U3 20708bl, UHAYE HENOITO U KOMMJIEKC
HenoaHoyeHHocmu 3apadoTaTh.

9. Cnedosamenv, nposoouswiutl 003HaHue, HAIKAK HE MOT JOOUTHCS SICHOTO
OTBETA OT MO/I03PEBAEMOT0, U PELIII TPOBECTH MOBTOPHBINA JOMPOC.

10. /Ipuos 6 cebs mocne aBapuu, MAIMEHT HE Cpa3y MOHSI, YTO HAXOAUTCS
B OOJIBHUIIE.
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V. Make up five sentences in Russian and five sentences in English, the
translation of which will require the knowledge of the active vocabulary.

V1. Answer the questions and do the tasks:

1. What is the time, place and setting of the novel?

2. What is your first impression of Bobby? (Describe his age, appearance,
social status, relations with his Father).

3. Why did he interrupt the game? What did he hear?

4. What in your opinion do the words “Why didn’t they ask Evans?”” mean
and why did the dying man utter them?

5. Translate the beginning of Chapter 2 up to the words “Then he sat down
again to wait ...” p. 10 (What did Bobby jerk out of the man’s pocket? How did it
affect him?)

6. Do you think it was nice of the stranger to help Bobby? Can you describe
him?

7. Whom did Bobby meet in the train? What did they talk about? Describe
the girl and her relations with Bobby.

8. Whom did Bobby intend to see in the town?

9. Why did Bobby give a gasp of disappointment after the inquest?

10. Who was the woman that disappointed Bobby?

11. What was the verdict of the jury?

12. Whom did Bobby see in his house? What did they want?

13. What were Frankie’s impressions of the inquest?

14. Do you think that the phrase Bobby remembered was of any importance
to his visitors and worth mentioning in the letter?

15. What letters did Bobby get? What effect did they have?

16. What did Bobby think of the letter sent from abroad?

17. Why didn’t Bobby accept Frankie’s invitation? Do you think they’ll meet
again?

VII. Comment on the following quotations and develop the ideas:

1. “What rotten luck there was in the world!” (p. 9).

2. “Nobody over fifty has got any sense — they worry themselves to death
about tuppenny-ha’penny things that don’t matter” (p. 10).

3. “With death or tragedy about, you had to keep a stiff upper lip” (p. 13).

4. “My manly indignation rises at the thought” (p. 14).

5. “Photographers, thought Bobby disgustedly, were the worst kind of
liars”(p. 20).
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Unit 2 (Ch -s. 7-11)

I. Read chapters 7-11 with special attention to the use of the active
vocabulary items provided below. Reproduce the situations in which the author
used them:

=

to answer the door (p. 33)
to go up in one’s estimation (p. 34)
to put smb. out of one’s way (p. 35)
to benefit by one’s death (p. 36)
to be catching (p. 38)
to be sweet on smb. (p. 39)
to rave over smth. (p. 39)
to adjust oneself to smth. (p. 40)
a sort of nondescript fellow (p. 40)
. to upset one’s plans (p. 41)
. to hold one’s tongue about smth. (p. 41)
. to keep to the point (p. 42)
. verdict of accidental death (p. 43)
. on the spur of the moment (p. 44)
. to abstract one’s mind (p. 46)
. to laugh at one’s own wit (p. 47)
. to have a qualm of doubt (p. 48)
. out of sheer curiosity (p. 49)
. counterfeit banknotes (p. 49)
. to swell with gratification (p. 50)
. to get into a mess (p. 51)
. to give an exasperated sigh (p. 52)
. to be on the trail of smb. (p. 52)
. to reconnoiter the ground (p. 52)
. to cast a look of reproach (p. 55)
. to steady the steering wheel (p. 57)
. to lie doggo (p. 58)
28. to take the hint (p. 59)

I1. Give English equivalents for the following:

©ooNo oA WN
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MNOAHATHCA B YbUX-TO I'JIa3dax, 9yzKasi CMCPThb BbII'OAHA, BapaBHbIﬁ, IIPHUBLIKATb
K Y-JI, 3aKJIKOYCHHUC O CMCPTHU II0 HCOCTOPOXHOCTHU, IIOJ BJIUAHHUCM MHHYTHI,
IOrpy3uThbCda B pa3sMbIINIJICHUA, 3aCMCATLCA Hal COOCTBEHHOM IHYTKOP'I, U3 4YucCToro
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MO0ONBITCTBA, MOJACIBHBIE KYIIOPHI, HaAyBaTbCsl OT BAXXHOCTH, pPa3IpakKeHHO
B3JI0XHYTb, IPO30HAUPOBATh [TIOYBY, BEIPOBHSTH PYJIb.

I11. Give words and word combinations which are opposite in meaning to
the following:

to close the door to go off without a hitch

to involve smb. into the business to speak freely

to dislike smb. to beat about the bush

to be indifferent to smb. to be absolutely sure of smth.
to stand out in a crowd to keep aside

to lose the track of smb. to give a look of praise

to be noticeable not to catch a hint

IV. Translate the following sentences using the active vocabulary:

1. Maiiki HEMHOTO CTpPaHHBIM: OH BEUHO CMeemcs HA0 COOCMBEeHHbIMU
wlymkamu, KOTOpblE HHUKTO, KpOME HEro, He IIOHHMAaeT, a B OCTAJbHOM OH
HOPMAaJIbHBIN NIAPEHB.

2. Mpl noroBopuiiu O Jelie, a 3aTEM s CTajla 3a/laBaTh BOIPOCHI O CBOEH
HOJIPYTE YK€ U3 YUCMO20 JH0O0NBIMCMEa — Mbl HE BUJIEIUCH C HEH MoaTOpa roja.

3. Bo BpeMms 3aHATUA CTYyACHTHI ObUIM YyBJIEYEHBI O€Ce0i O YEM-TO CBOEM,
HO TIOCJIE TOTO, KaK MPEToAaBaTeNb 32/1AHY HA HUX C YNPEeKOM, OHU 3aMOJTYally,
NOHA8 HAMEK.

4. Tlocne MOBBILICHUSI OH NMPOCMO PA30y8aAemcsi Om GaANCHOCMU, OH JIaxe
nepecTaj pa3roBapuBaTh CO CBOUMU OBIBIIMMH KOJUIETaMH.

5. JlerexTuB /[KOHCOH yCIbIIIaJl pa3roBOp 3a COCEIHUM CTOJMKOM B Kade,
KOTOPBIA 3aCTaBUJ €ro HACTOPOXHUThCS: «Ho KOMy e MOXKET OBITh 6bl200HA
cmepmsb Muccuc [lapkep?» —

«llonpudepoicu c6oti s3vlK, 371€Ch MOTYT OBITh KOTBI, Thl €IE PA3PYULULULL
Hawiu n1aHvl CBOEH OOJITOBHEN».

6. PebGeHok cmessics Tak 3apazumenvHo, 9TO U S HEBOJIIBHO YIBIOHYJICS.

/. B mnHame Bpems cCTajmo TMpoOILIE HOOOdenbleams Kyniopsl Onarogaps
COBPEMEHHOM TEXHUKE.

8. B nBeps 3BOHSAT, notidu y3Haii, KTO 3TO.

9. Korna cienoBarenb YUTAll 3aKI04UeHUEe O CMEPMU NO HEOCHOPOICHOCTU,
8 e20 Oyule UeBelbHYI0Ch COMHeHue: HEKOTopble (DaKThl MOKa3aJUuCh €My
COMHUTEIbHBIMHU.

10. Mapusa noepysunace 6 cobcmeenHvie MblcIu — OHA XOPOIIO MOHUMANA,
YTO MPEXJE YeM BBICTYNATh CO CBOMM IPEAJIOKEHUEM, HEOOXOAMMO XOPOIIEHBKO
NPO30HOUPOBAMb HOYEY.
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V. Make up five sentences in Russian and five sentences in English, the
translation of which will require the knowledge of the active vocabulary.

V1. Answer the questions and do the following tasks:

1. Where did Frankie and Bobby meet? What brought Bobby into hospital?
2. Does Frankie’s theory about “morphia accident” sound logical or far-
fetched to you?
3. Why did Bobby ask the nurse to ring up the Castle?
4. Does Bassington-ffrench have anything to do with the photo and the
tragedy?
5. Make up dialogues on the suggested topics:
a) Bobby tells Frankie about the letter sent to the Caymans.
b) Bobby and Frankie work out the meaning of “Why didn’t they ask
Evans?”” and make deductions.
¢) Bobby and Frankie discuss their further actions.
6. What did Lord Marchington know about the Bassington-ffrenches?
7. How did Frankie learn the address of Bassington-ffrench? What seemed
suspicious in his behavior to her?
8. Reproduce the dialogue between Frankie and Inspector Williams.
9. Where did next Frankie and Bobby’s meeting take place? What was
Frankie’s plan?
10. What was Bobby to do next?
11. How was Frankie’s plan carried out?

VI1I. Comment on the following quotations and develop the ideas:

1. “The nurse was thrilled, and her patient went up in her estimation” (p. 34).

2. “These newspaper reporters don’t mind how much they exaggerate, and as
often as not they get the whole thing wrong” (p. 49).

3. “Nobody looks at a chauffeur in the way they look at a person” (p. 54).
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Unit 3 (Ch-s. 12-17)

I. Read chapters 12-17 with special attention to the use of the active
vocabulary items provided below. Reproduce the situations in which the author
used them:

=

to keep quiet (p. 61)
to play a mean trick on smb. (p. 61)
to flash across one’s mind (p. 62)
to have a bad fall from the swing (p. 63)
to show out in a new light (p. 63)
to meet smb. face to face (p. 64)
to fling oneself upon smb. (p. 64)
to go in for a cure (p. 67)
to collect one’s ideas (p. 68)
. to come out into the open (p. 69)
. to feel creepy (p. 73)
. to draw a breath of relief (p. 74)
. to catch one’s eye (p. 75)
. enforced inaction (p. 76)
. to give smb. credit (p. 79)
. to turn one’s footsteps (p. 81)
. to measure smth. with one’s eye (p. 81)
. to stop dead (p. 82)
. to explore one’s soul (p. 82)
.one’s head is in a whirl (p. 82)
. You’re wanted on the telephone (p. 83)
. to catch smb. out (p. 83)
. on second thought (p. 83)
. to be on the right track (p. 84)
. to be puzzled (p. 85)
. to use a letter as an excuse (p. 87)
. to see through the pretense (p. 90)
28. to act for smb. (p. 92)

©ooNO O WN
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I1. Give English equivalents for the following:

¢ Bamu xotat moroBopuTh mo TenedoHy, MOTYYUTh CHIIBbHBIN ymuO, ymas
C Kayenel, MpPOWTH Kypec JiedeHHs, coOpaThCsi C MBICISIMHU, PACKPBITh KapThl,
OOJIETYCHHO B3/J0XHYTb, BCTPETUTHCS B3IJISIOM, BBIHYXKAECHHOE Oe3nelcTBuE,
HaIpaBUTh 1IATH, U3MEPUTh YTO-JIMOO Ha IJ1a3, BIBECTU HA YHCTYIO BOAY, II0JlyMas,
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OBITH Ha BCPHOM IIYTH, BOCHOJb30BATLCA IMMCbMOM B KadCCTBC IIpCajiora,
HCﬁCTBOB&TL OT YbETO-JIN00 MMEHHU.

I11. Give words and word combinations which are opposite in meaning to
the following:

to be very noisy to underestimate smb.

to slip one’s mind to keep on walking

to go in opposite directions  to shoot a quick glance

to stay still to have both feet on the ground
to feel at ease to know the way

to be taken in to treat smb. honestly

IV. Translate the following sentences using the active vocabulary:

1. OpHaxapl 3TOT YE€IOBEK 10010 obowencs co Cmusom, U TEHEPh UM
aydiie He ecmpedamuvcs auyom K auyy. CTUBEH BCe ele He 3a0bul 00uay, U mpu
BCTpEUE MOdHCem HAOPOCUMbC HA He20 C KYIaKaMU.

2. Moit ceIH cunvHo ywubcsa, ynas ¢ kaueneu. Ero He TOJIOXWAIU
B OOJIBHUILY, HO OH npOX00um Kypc iedeHus oMa.

3. MouoabIM X03siiKaM He BCET/ia YIAeTCs uzmMepums Ha 21a3 Heo0X0IMMOe
KOJMYECTBO MHIPEIUEHTOB ISl TOI'O WM UHOTO OJI0/1a.

4. On ecmpemuncs ¢ Heli 63271500M U OCMAHOBUNCA, KAK 6KONAHHbIU — OH
MIOHSIJI, YTO ITO €T0 OBIBIIAS KE€HA, N3MEHHBIIIASICS 10 HEY3HABAEMOCTH.

5. B30oxuys c obnecuenuem, s nokury1 KaOMHETa CTOMATOJIOTA — S MIPOIIIEIT
MOCJICTHIOI0 TIPOLIETYPY, M MOXKHO OBLIO HE TOSIBISTRCS €I1le, KaK MUHUMYM, TOJI.

6. MHorux mroiel pa3apakaeT ebiHydcOeHHoe be3oelicmaue, B KOTOPOM OHHU
OKa3bIBAIOTCS, CTOS B OYEpeIU K Bpayy.

7. ToToBsich K OTBETYy Ha »K3ameHe, [lerm HHMKak He MoOrJa coopamwvcs
C MbICTIAMU, XOTS HaKaHyHE OHa JIOr0 y4ujia MaTepuas M Hajesiach, 4YTO ee
cTapaHusi 0y0ym oyeHenvl N0 00CHMOUHCME).

8. PasroBapuBas ¢ 1mom03peBaeMbIM, CJIEIOBATENb SICHO Gudel, 4mo MmMom
npumeopsiemcs N JKET, HO He 3HAJI, KaK 6bl8eCMU €20 Ha YUCMYI0 800Y.

9. 4 ne 3Hama, kKak mNOMHUpUTbCA ¢ J’KEKOM, HO, nodymas, peluia
80CNONIL308aMbCS AOMAIIHUM 33IaHUEM 8 Kauecmee npeonozd, U MoNnpocuTh J>xeka
€ro MHE OOBSCHUTb.

10. Ou 6vi1 Ha 6eproM nymu, W YCIIEX KPYIUCUTL eMY 20108).

V. Make up five sentences in Russian and five sentences in English, the
translation of which will require the knowledge of the active vocabulary.
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V1. Answer the questions and do the following tasks:

1. What reception did Frankie get at the house of the Bassington-ffrenches?

2. What impression did they (the Bassington-ffrenches), their family life and
relations produce on Frankie?

3. Why did she begin to doubt about Roger Bassington-ffrench being
a murderer?

4. How and what did she learn about Henry Bassington-ffrench ?

5. What made Roger speak with Frankie about his brother?

6. Speak of Frankie’s little plan about Roger, the way she carried it out, the
information she got.

7. Translate an extract from chapter 14 (from “Frankie was careful to make ...”
up to the words “If only there were some explanation of the photograph!” — pp. 71-72).

8. Speak about the dinner with the Nickolsons (the couple, their relations,
the topics of the table talk) and the scene that followed.

9. What letters did Bobby get? Describe the senders and the letters’contents.

10. Speak of Bobby’s further actions.

11. Why did he decide to go to the Grange? What impression did it produce
on him? What did he see there?

12. Speak of Bobby’s meeting with Frankie, their conversation and their plan.

13. Who was Mr. Frederick Spragge and what did he go to Mrs. Rivington for?

14. What conclusions did Frankie and Bobby make after the visit to Mrs.
Rivington?

15. What surprised Frankie when she returned into the Bassington-ffrenches’
house?

VI1I. Comment on the following quotations and develop the ideas:

1. “For the first time she (Frankie) felt that she was playing a mean trick on
her hostess” (p. 61).

2. “He calls himself the ne’er-do-well of the family, and perhaps it’s true in
away” (p. 62).

3. “On the other side was only the personality of the man himself” (p. 66).

4. “When it’s a case of drug-taking, nobody, even the nearest and dearest,
has any influence” (p. 67).

5. “I’ve always heard that really dangerous criminals are singularly
attractive” (p. 93).
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Unit 4 (Ch - s. 18-23)

I. Read chapters 18-23 with special attention to the use of the active
vocabulary items provided below. Reproduce the situations in which the author
used them:

=

to occur to smb. (p. 95)
to feel the answering pressure of one’s fingers (p. 96)
to say encouragingly (p. 96)
to be at pains to do smth. (p. 96)
to be meant (p. 97)
to turn over the story in one’s mind (p. 98)
the colour came up in one’s cheeks (p. 99)
one’s eyes downcast (p. 99)
to get hold of smb. (p. 100)
. to give rise to gossip (p. 101)
. to go to the heart of the matter (p. 101)
. to take a long breath (p. 103)
. to give smb. one’s word of honour (p. 104)
. to take one’s breath away (p. 104)
. to be on the track of smb. (p. 106)
. at all costs (p. 106)
. fortune favoured smb. (p. 107)
. to act on impulse (p. 108)
. to shrug one’s shoulders (p. 111)
. to light a cigarette (p. 111)
. to upset one’s balance (p. 111)
. to feel complemented (p. 113)
. to come to one’s rescue (p. 115)
. for one’s sake (p. 115)
. to hang by a hair (p. 122)
26. to be feminine (p. 122)

I1. Give English equivalents for the following:

©ooNO O WN
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IIPUNATHA B T'OJIOBY, IIOYYBCTBOBATh OTBETHOE IOKATHE IIAJIBLIEB, MBICICHHO
IPOKPYTUTH BCKO CUTYAlMIO, CBA3ATHCS C KEM-JIMOO, BBI3BIBATH CILIETHH, ITyOOKO
B3/I0XHYTh, JaTh YECTHOE CIIOBO, JIO0OW IIEHOHM, ynada YJIbIOHYJIach, MOXKaTh
1JIe4aMu, MOTEPSTh PAaBHOBECHE, PaJid KOTO-JIN00, BUCETh Ha BOJIOCKE.
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I11. Give words and word combinations which are opposite in meaning to
the following:

to speak disapprovingly to study insufficiently
to remain passive to stay indifferent

to do smth. by chance to lose one’s track

to go pale to plan ahead

eyes looking up to smoke a cigarette
to be desperate to let smb. down

to be masculine
IV. Translate the following sentences using the active vocabulary:

1. Buezanno Ilon nousn, 4to yiblOKa NEBYIIKA 32 COCEIHUM CTOJIHMKOM
NpeoHaA3Ha4anacy emy, u OH yJablOHYJICS B OTBET.

2. Korma ko MHE MOJ0MIEN ChIH, 8UHOBAMO ONYCMUS 211a3d, 5 TIOHsUIA, YTO OH
omath Habemokypwi (to get into mischief), u, anyborxo 6300xnys, Hauana
CIpAIUBaTh, YTO CIYIHIIOCH.

3. «Bpl urO, HE MOHMMAaeTe, YTO Balia cyabOa Gucum Ha B010CKe», —
CIpOCUJI mpemnojaBaTenb cryAeHTa. «Eciu Bbl HEe coOepeTech U HE BBIyYHUTE MO
npeaMeT 1000 yerot, To Oyaere 0053aTeIbHO OTYUCIIECHBI!»

4. Ha Bce MOM pacCrpoChl OH MOJIbKO NOMCUMAem niedamu, I0O3TOMY s 10
CUX TOp HE 3HAK, B YE€M JIEJI0, CXOXKY C YMa, a 8 20j08e KPYMAMCA PAa3IuiHble
NPeOnoNONCEeHUs.

5. T'pabutenp O60SIICSA, YTO €TO BbICICOUM TIONUITUS, U TPU JTHS OTCHUKUBAJICS
Ha YepJaKe MycToro 10Ma, HO y0aya usmMeHuId emy, i €ro BbICIEANIIN.

6. OcrtopoxHo! TBOI HEOOAYMaHHBIN MOCTYIOK MOXET 8bl386aMb CHIEMHU
B HaIIIEM TOPO/JIKE.

7. Kaxnplii pa3, xkorja s OTBEYAl0 Ha SK3aMEHE, OT BOJIHEHUS KpacKa
3anueaem moe 1uyo, v sl BCEria YyBCTBYIO C€0s1 HEJIOBKO.

8. Kaxnpiii pa3, HaOmomas 3a KaHATOXOMIEM, Sl 3aMupard om cmpaxa —
a BAPYT OH nomepsiem pagHogecue N ynaaert?

9. Korma Maiikn B3sm JkeWH 3a pyKy, TO TOUYYBCTBOBAJl OMBEMHOE
nooicamue, ¥ IOHSUT — OHA COTJIACHA BBINTH 3a HETO.

10. HaGmromast 3a TeM, Kak M3BECTHash KMHO3Be3a 3akypusaem, BUKTOp He
MOT HE yIUBIISITHCS — JAXKE C CUTApETO OHA Oblila ofceHcmaeeHHa U IPEKPacHa.

V. Make up five sentences in Russian and five sentences in English, the
translation of which will require the knowledge of the active vocabulary.
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V1. Answer the questions and do the following tasks:
1. Whom did Bobby find in his inn on the return? What did the visitor come

2. What did Moira know about Alan Carstairs? What did she learn from

3. Speak on the following points:
a) Bobby, Moira and Frankie talk together in the little summer house
b) Bobby and Frankie talk in private
c¢) Frankie asks Roger about the photograph
4. How did Roger regard Moira’s fears?
5. Who did Roger call “the real suspects”? Why?
6. Why did Sylvia Bassington-ffrench look terribly worried and strained
when Roger and Frankie entered the house? What did she decide to do?
7. Describe the tragedy that followed this conversation. Whose victim was
Henry Bassintong-ffrench?
8. Why did Bobby doubt it was a suicide? What was his theory about the
tragedy?
9. What was the next point in Bobby and Frankie’s inquiry?
10. Was Moira Nickolson in danger after the tragedy? Why? Who decided to
help her?
11. Dwell on Frankie’s visit to the Grange. What surprises awaited Frankie?

VII. Comment on the following quotations and develop the ideas:

1. “When you’ve lived at a place like the Grange your mind gets distorted
and you do begin imagining things” (p. 98).

2. “Bobby ventured to steal a look at her. His spirits rose. She looked sad
and thoughtful — but that was all” (p. 101).

3. “Awoman would know all right about her own husband” (p. 111).

4. “He’ll like Moira — nearly any man would, she’s so feminine. It’s
extraordinary how men like helpless women” (p. 122).
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Unit 5 (Ch-s. 24-27)

I. Read chapters 24-27 with special attention to the use of the active
vocabulary items provided below. Reproduce the situations in which the author
used them:

for the benefit of smb. (p. 126)
with a heavy heart (p. 127)
in a dilapidated condition (p. 127)
to give a possible clue (p. 130)
to overshoot smth. (p. 130)
to draw confidences out of smb. (p. 131)
to give reasons for smth. (p. 132)
to be at liberty to do smth. (p. 132)
to look softly on smth. (p. 133)
. to wag a forefinger (p. 133)
. to be at the top of smth. (p. 135)
. In a state of mental distress (p. 136)
. to disinherit (p. 136)
. to take the matter up (p. 137)
. to jump to conclusions (p. 137)
. of one’s own free will (p. 138)
. to be behind the times (p. 139)
. to see smb. in the flesh (p. 139)
. to break smb.’s fall (p. 140)
. aword of reassurance (p. 142)
. smb’s heart sank (p. 143)
. smb’s eyes fell before smb’s eyes (p. 144)
. My sympathies are with you (p. 145)
. to repent smth. bitterly (p. 146)
25. to give warning (p. 147)

=

©ooNo oA WN
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I1. Give English equivalents for the following:

IIPpUMHUTC MOU CO6OJI€3HOB8,HI/I$I, paaun YbET0-JIN00 6J1ara, BBITAIIUTH U3 KOI'O-
b 15 (e10) IIPpHU3HAHUC, ITIPUBOAMWTL JOBOJbLI B IIOJIB3Y Y-JI, IIOTPO3UTH IAJIIBLEM, CACIIATD
CKOPOIIAJIMTCIIbHBIC BbIBOJbI, OTCTATh OT XU3HH, CMAT1UTH IMAACHUC, CCPALC YIIIO
B IIITKHU, OTBCCTHU B3I, PACKAaNBATLCA B yeM-JI10o0.
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I11. Give words and word combinations which are opposite in meaning to
the following:

with pleasure to be at the bottom of smth.
new and nice to look at with a clear mind

to get smb. confused to receive property

to stop at the right place to give up doing smth.

not to have the right to do smth. to be forced upon

to be angry with smb. to see smb.on TV

a word of disapproval on a sudden

IV. Translate the following sentences using the active vocabulary:

1. V3HaB 0 TsKeNnoil OOJIE3HM €ro KEHbI, s JIMIIb CYMEN 6bIpa3umsv CEoU
cobo1e31H08anUs U C madxcenvim cepoyem OCTaBHII €r0 OJTHOTO.

2. Puuapp tak 3agymancst HaJ AUIJIOMHBIM IIPOEKTOM, UYTO YYmb He NPOexall
C8010 OCMAHOBKY.

3. Sl cunraro, YTO HUKOI/IA HE CIAEAYET O0enamb CKOPONAIUMENbHBIX 8bl60008
O YeJOBEeKEe, OCOOCHHO B NEPBbIE MOMEHTHI 3HAKOMCTBA, MOCKOJIBKY 3TO MOXKET
0oOUJIETh APYTOro U MPUBECTU K 2OPbKUM COHCANEHUSIM.

4. MHorue mNOJIPOCTKM TOTOBBI OTAaTh BCE, YTO HMMEIOT 3a TO, YTOOBI
8IICUBYIO Y8UOemb KyMHUPA, YbU MTECHU 3aHUMAIOT 8epXHUE CMPOUYKU XUT-TIAPaJIOB.

5. JlxoaH BBITAHYNA OUIIET U cepoye y Hee Ynao 6 namku — e momnaacs ToT
camblil € IMHCTBEHHBIHN OMJIEeT, KOTOPBIA OHA HE yCIieia BhIYUUTb.

6. B nouckax xmoua k paseaoxe BuBbeH B3IIIsIHyJIa Ha HETO, HO OH Omeel
83271510.

7. Tak kakue XK€ 00800bl 6bl MoOJiceme NpPUBeCmu 6 NoJib3) BIOXKCHUS
CPEIICTB B 3TO Ipeanpusitue?

8. Mpbl oueHb OosuMch peakiuu MpdpUdH, MOCKOIBKY OHAa — 4YeJIOBEK
BCIIBUIBYMBBIM M Hempeackazyembldi. OIHAKO OHA CHUCXOOUMENbHO OMHECIACh
K Hallel OIUIOIIHOCTH U MOJIbKO NOSPO3UILA HAM NATbYEM.

9. B name BpeMst O4€Hb CIOXKHO He omcmasams om HCU3Hu 1 BCETIa ObITh
BO BCEM OCBEJOMJICHHBIM.

10. Uucnekropy JIkekoOCy Tak M HE YAAIOCh B8bIMAWUums NPUSHAHUE
y MOJI03PEBAEMOT0, XOTSI OH ObLT YBEPEH, UTO TOT COBEPILIMII IPECTYIIICHUE.

V. Make up five sentences in Russian and five sentences in English, the
translation of which will require the knowledge of the active vocabulary.
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V1. Answer the questions and do the following tasks:

1. What did Frankie do at St. Leonard’s Gardens, Paddington?

2. Translate an extract from chapter 24 (from “The musty smell of a closed-
up house...” up to the words “...and bought a couple of papers at the bookstall” (p.
129).

3. What caught Frankie’s attention when she was reading a newspaper?

4. What did Frankie hope to find out at the office of Messrs. Spragge,
Spragge, Jenkinson & Spragge?

5. What did Mr. Spragge know about his client Mr. Carstairs and his friend
Mr. Savage?

6. Retell chapter 26 as if you were Bobby.

7. What made Frankie feel suddenly sick? Whom did she confide her
worries to?

8. Dwell on the conversation between Roger and Dr. Nickolson after the
inquest.

9. What is the author’s remark “She was to repent her decision bitterly
before twenty four hours had passed” applied to?

10. Speak on Frankie’s adventures after she had read Bobby’s letter.

11. Did Bobby and Frankie get in the hands of the same or different people?

12. Do you think Bobby and Frankie’s lives are in danger? Who do you
suppose outwitted them?

13. Think of the possible developments of the plot.

VI1I. Comment on the following quotations and develop the ideas:

1. “The law, Lady Frances, is an uncertain animal. It has twists and turns
that surprise the nonlegal mind” (p. 134).

2. “He saw ahead of him a painful and lingering death. | understand some
members of his family had died of cancer, and he determined not to go through what
he had seen them suffer” (p. 136).

3. “I know more about drug taking than you do, Mr. Bassington-ffrench. To
induce a man to take drugs is indeed a most terrible crime” (p. 144).
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Unit 6 (Ch -s. 28-35)

I. Read chapters 28-35 with special attention to the use of the active
vocabulary items provided below. Reproduce the situations in which the author
used them:

=

to come to oneself (p. 147)
to call a “fair cop” (p. 148)
to do credit to smb. (p. 149)
the honours of the situation lie with smb. (p. 150)
at any rate (p. 150)
to find one’s tongue (p. 150)
on one’s behalf (p. 150)
an eleventh-hour rescue (p. 151)
a last-minute boon (p. 152)
. to take into one’s confidence (p. 154)
. to be in a predicament (p. 156)
. forgery (p. 158)
. to take one’s word for smth. (p. 159)
.one’s head a little on one’s side (p. 163)
. to nose around (p. 168)
. to gasp (p. 168)
. to raise a question (p. 170)
. with one accord (p. 171)
. Now then? (p. 173)
. to shatter a plan (p. 175)
. to dwindle down to mediocrity (p. 175)
. to lose one’s common sense (p. 176)
. the story didn’t ring true to smb. (p. 176)
24. one’s nerve is going (p. 179)

©ooNo oA WN
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I1. Give English equivalents for the following:

HYy, TaK 4To?, MpUNATU B ceOs, MOMMKa/3aXBaT HA MECTE IMPECTYIICHUS, BCE
JaBphl JIOCTAIOTCS, B JIIOOOM cilydae/kak Obl TO HU OBLIO, CO CBOEH CTOpPOHBI,
CIIaC€HUWE B CaMylO0 TIOCIEHIOID MHHYTY, HaXOJIUTbCA B 3aTPYJHUTEIHLHOM
MOJIO)KEHUHU, B3ATh C K-J CJIOBO, MOCJEIHSASA NpOochda, Pa3sHIOXHBAaTh, MOTEPSATh
3JIpaBbIi CMBICH, 3TO UCTOPHUSA HE TIOKa3a1ach MHE IPaBI0ONOJ00HOM, HEPBBI CAAIOT.

I11. Give words and word combinations which are opposite in meaning to
the following:
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to be to one’s shame to stay silent

to feel tongue-tied to answer a question
to mistrust separately

the original to keep one’s balance
with one’s head erect to fulfill a plan

IV. Translate the following sentences using the active vocabulary:

1. TBos raymas BBIXOJKA COBCEM HE Oernaem uecmu TeOE W TBOUM
poautensaM. S TOMKeH 63amb ¢ mebs c1060, UTO 3TO OOJbIIE HE TOBTOPUTCSI.

2. W3BuHH, 4TO g Hakpuyal Ha TeOs. B mocnemHee BpeMms Hepswl coscem
coarom — pabOThl MHOTO, J1a TYT €IIe U NIAH MOU NPOBAIUICA.

3. Thsl 3Haemb, S Bce HUKAK He Mo2y npuumu 6 cebs TOCIE CAAYU ITOTO
npoekrta. Benp s paboTain n1eHb U HOUb, pa3padaTbiBal TAKTUKY, a OH MIPOCTO yKpaj
MO UJIEH, U BCE ABPbL OOCMANUCH EMY.

4. Bukrtopust Haxoounace 6 3ampyoHumenbHom noaodcenuu. C omgHOU
CTOPOHBI, HY)XHO OBLJIO pacckazaTb O noOOelke KOMY CIEeAyeT, HO C JApYyroi
CTOpPOHBI, OHa noobemmana Kpucrodpepy He aenats 3Toro.

5. Kaxnpiii pa3, korjga HauMHAETCS CE30H pacnpopaxu, Jxynus mepsem
30pasviii CMbIC. OHA CKYIaeT BCE MOJpSA, a MOTOM JIaKe HE HOCUT KYIUICHHbBIE
BEIIH.

6. JlxeitH xoTena oTpyrath 1ca 3a €ro nNpojeiKy, HO, B3IJISIHYB Ha HETOo, He
cMoria caepaTh yiablOkd. OH cMOTpen Ha Hee MpeNaHHBIMH TJIa3aMH, YMHJIBHO
CKIIOHUG 207108y HADOK, N IeTIall BUJ], YTO HUYETO HE MPOU3OIILIO.

7. «Sl nmymaro, HAM CTOUT HOOHAMb 80NPOC O BAILlEM OTYUCICHHM», CKa3al
pernojiaBaTesib HepaauBOMY CTY/ICHTY.

8. MHorue cTecHUTENbHbIE JIOJM HE MOTYT MYOJUYHO BBICTYNATh, UM
OBIBAET CIOKHO 3a2080pUmMb B TAKOW CTPECCOBOW CUTYAIIUH.

9. — Tsl 3Haemb uTo-HUOYAH 0 Maiikne Konamane?

— Botock, 0H cunbHo decpaduposan, BAIUIIL U, OH BEAb IBET ...
— Jla, a korga-To ObUI JTyYIIUM YYEHUKOM M MOAaBasl OOJBIINE HAJCHK/IbI.

10. Korma Onm3HenoB copocuiu, KTo M3 Hux [laBen, o6a xopom 3akpudvanu:
«SA»

V. Make up five sentences in Russian and five sentences in English, the
translation of which will require the knowledge of the active vocabulary.

V1. Answer the questions and do the following tasks:

1. Where did Frankie come to herself?
2. Who had prepared a trap for the friends and what were his future plans?
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What idea suddenly struck Bobby?
Who miraculously fell through the skylight?
How did it happen that the jailer and his prisoners exchanged places?
What did Bobby, Frankie and Badger learn from Roger?
What surprise awaited them in one of the rooms?
Why did the police inspector regard the whole story as a hoax?

9. Who were Rose Chuldleigh and Albert Mere? Why was it necessary to
find them?

10. Speak on the following points:

a) the conversation between Bobby and Frankie at lunchtime;
b) the interview with Rose Chuldleigh.

11. What did Bobby and Frankie realize after the interview with Rose
Chuldleigh?

12. Whom did they unexpectedly meet in Marchbolt?

13. What was the letter that Frankie received one day about?

14. What is your opinion of the end and the novel on the whole?

VII. Comment on the following quotations and develop the ideas:

1. “The only thing that I can’t make out is why they didn’t knock us both on
the head straight away” (p. 149).

2. “In books there is always an eleventh-hour rescue” (p. 151).

N O W

Suggested topics for general discussion

1. Agatha Christie, her life and creative work.

2. A. Christie’s novel Why didn’t they ask Evans? The setting of the novel,
its plot.

3. A character sketch of Frankie.

4. A character sketch of Bobby.

5. A character sketch of Roger Bassington-ffrench.

6. A character sketch of the Nicholsons.

7. The detective story as a separate genre of fiction.

8. The problem of class distinction in the novel.

9. Parent-child relationship in the novel.

10. The role of friendship in the book.

11. The problem of drug taking and asylum in the book.

12. The merits and shortcomings of the novel.

13. Compare the film and the book.
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FILMS
WHY DIDN’T THEY ASK EVANS (1980)

Y V—y T Why Didn't They Ask Evans directed by John
Howard Davis and Tony Wharmby was adapted
by London Weekend Television and transmitted on 30
March 1980. Given a generous budget of one million
pounds — a large sum for the time — it had an all-star
cast and a three-month shooting and videotaping
schedule. The original intention was that the 180-
minute teleplay would be transmitted as a three-part

A tale of e - . .
ey mini-serial™ but ITV then decided to show it as a

suspense

P three-hour special with maximum publicity, especially

tdentities

for Francesca Annis in the role of Frankie (Annis was
a major name in UK television at the time).
Evans attracted large audiences and satisfactory
reviews, but more importantly, it demonstrated to television executives that
Christie’s work could be successful for the small screen given the right budgets,
stars and attention to detail.

BEFORE WATCHING QUESTIONS AND TASKS

1. What are your expectations before watching the film? What scenes and
episodes would you most like to see?

2. Do you expect the production to be totally faithful to the plot? What
difficulties do you think the directors had to face when making the screen
adaptation?

3. Read some audience reviews for Why Didn't They Ask Evans (1980).

‘Already SO much better than the newest 2000 something version. This feels
like the clear, uncluttered Christie storylines, and charismatic characters we've
come to love. Thank you dearly for posting these wonderful videos! Not only are
they enjoyable as art, and human storytelling, they're an important living archive of
our history and heritage that | worry is being lost.’

‘Absolutely delightful! Sir John Gielgud! The best of the best! Francesca
Annis and James Warwick who later played Agatha Christie's Tommy and
Tuppence. Joan Hickson who became the Miss Marple and Connie Booth, the
infamous Polly of Fawlty Towers. A magnificent cast and | thought a truly delightful
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portrayal of one of my personal favorites. Nobody can do Agatha Christie like the
British! Hands down, by far, the best!’

‘Sometimes, (although I do watch modern or American stuff too) something in
me craves something that is quintessentially BRITISH and traditional to watch. This
wonderful movie, its words and settings and its perfect actors satisfied that craving
admirably. It is British and traditional, beautiful and elegant in its overall character
without being annoyingly precious or affected as some of these sort of programmes
can be.’

4. Below you can see the cast. Match the photos and the leading actors.
= Francesca Annis as Lady Frances Derwent
= James Warwick as Bobby Jones
= John Gielgud as Reverend Jones
= Bernard Miles as Dr Thomas
= Eric Porter as Dr Nicholson
= Leigh Lawson as Roger Bassington-ffrench
» Madeleine Smith as Moira Nicholson
= Connie Booth as Sylvia Bassington-ffrench
= Robert Longden as Badger Beadon
= Doris Hare as Rose Pratt
= Joan Hickson as Mrs Rivington
= Rowland Davies as Dr. George Arbuthnot
= James Cossins as Henry Bassington-ffrench

= Mitzi Rogers as Mrs. Cayman
= John Pennington as Mr. Cayman

« Lynda Marshall as Mrs. Roberts
= Deddie Davies as Postmistress

= Frank Tregear as Mr Roberts

= John Horsley as Mr Spragg

= Leon Sinden as Mr Owen

= Elaine Wells as Nurse Fletcher
= Annette Robertson as Julie

= Eirik Barclay as Tommy Bassington-ffrench
= Raymond Francis as Earl of Marchington
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Photo 1. Photo 2.

Photo 3. Photo 4.

Photo 5.
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Photo 9. Photo 10.

Photo 11. Photo 12.
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Photo 13. Photo 14.

Photo 15. Photo 16.

Photo 17. Photo 18.
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Photo 19. Photo 20.

ACTIVITIES FOR MEANINGFUL WATCHING
PART I
1. Be ready to answer who said the following:

1. You know sometimes | wonder whether bringing you into the world wasn’t
a waste of a professional effort.

2. Every time 1I’'m close to the edge | do it! Every single time!
3. | say, anything the matter?
4. Not a bit like a golfer.

5. Punctuality may be the politeness of princes but not apparently in my
parish.

6. 1 know that most of your friends have no idea of time but there’s One
whom we should never keep waiting.

7. Well, 1 thought I couldn’t just push off and leave him, so when another
fellow came along, | just passed the job of chief mourner on to him and legged it
here as fast as | could.

8. Nothing, not even death can shake your deplorable callousness!
9. The gentleman won’t be staying for long, | expect.

10. Life was not then extinct.
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11. I swear by Almighty God that the evidence | shall give will be the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.

12. 1 don’t think we need to distress you any further.
13. It’s most exciting to have a romantically poisoned friend.

14. Anybody who plays golf the way | do should be forgiven for taking the
easy way out.

15. Do I kiss you or don’t I?

16. Easier to check up on the Hampshire Bassington-ffrench from London
than from this remote outpost of the British Empire.

17. Come and have a look at what we’ve got in stock.

18. I’ll stay on the running board until the pace gets too hot and then I’ll jump
off.

19. You take her legs and | take her head.

20. Lady Frances, may | present the black sheep of our family, my brother-in-
law Roger.

21. After all, I barely know you. But | do feel | have to speak to someone
about Henry. | feel ... I know instinctively | can trust you.

22. Besides, if | had met you before, | should never have forgotten it.
2. Give English equivalents for the following:

. TaM manpuie ecte Tpomna.

. Ero mymnec 6bicTpO crabeer.

. [Tomompb yxe uaer.

. ThI TepsieIb XBaTKY.

. OH B34 KpeIuT, YTOOBI KYIIUTh aBTOMACTEPCKYIO.
. botoch, Ha Takoe 51 He cMory TeOst 0J1aroCIOBUTh.

. Jla roBopto Tebe, Mbl 00s13aTeNIbHO TIpeycrieeM!

. Moii My 3aHMMaeTcsi IOXOpOHaMu Opara.

© 00 N o o A W DN P

. Al pactonuiia eu neuxy.

10. Hameroch, THI OCO3Haellb, YTO BHAWIIL TEpen COOON MEIUIIMHCKUN
(dbenomeH.
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11. D10 onpeaeneHHo TOMKHO UMETh OTHOIIeHUE K [Iputuapy.

12. Emie 4t0o-T0 HEOOBIYHOE MTPOU30IILIO?

13. Hy, o yem s TeGe roBopro!

14. Y mucrepa JPKOHCOHA CITyUHIICS TOBTOPHBIN MPUCTYTI\ PEIIUAIHB.
15. 4 ObI y3HanN ee rae yrojaHo.

16. [Topa O6b1 BepHYTHCS Ha MOJE 71 royb(da, MOJI010H YyeaoBek!

17. Hy>xeH HOBBIN JBUTATENIbh, HOBas KOPOOKa MEPEKIIIOUEHUSI CKOPOCTEH U
HOBBIM KOMIUIEKT IIIHH.

18. Ho 370 e moryOuT TBOIO Kapbepy!
19. loporas CuiibBusi, 6010CH, sl MPUHEC TJIOXHE HOBOCTH !

20. Jleqn ®pances npoussesna Gypop B HaIlIEH OKpyTe.
PART Il
1. Be ready to answer who said the following:

. What’s the value of the rabbits?

. In the grounds of Dr. Nickolson’s nursing home.

. Frankie, what do you think at the bottom of all is?

. Canadians are so awfully touchy, don’t you think?

. It’s so interesting to see how the legal mind operates.

. We’ve got to find some place where there’s no danger of being overheard

~N OO o1 B~ W N

. If ever | seem a bit ... you know short-tempered, it doesn’t mean anything,
you know. Don’t always feel very well.

8. Bobby wanted ... oh how does one put it? To get a line on Roger
Basssington-ffrench.

9. They obviously thought that your friend Bobby Jones was in possession of
some knowledge that was dangerous to them!

10. He promised to do anything for my sake and for Tomy’s.
11. Nothing to be done! The death must have been instantaneous.
12. | believe in perfect liberty between husband and wife.

13. Thank heaven! A friendly voice at last!
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14. | bet you anything, the birds have flown.
15. | have been impersonated.

16. High spirits may sometimes lead to complications that can be extremely
difficult to settle.

17. Here, Lady Frances, | preserve an open mind.
2. Give English equivalents for the following:

1. i 3apymancs.

2. A s Hamen neBymiky ¢ gororpadum!

3. Bo3M0OkHO, €€ MOXUTHIIH C [EITBIO0 BBIKYTIA.

4. He uMero HU Manelero npeicTaBiaeHusl.

5. Bugumis 1m, 3a Bcem 3TuM ctouT HukoiicoH, a He Pomxep.
6. [Tepen cMepThIO K BallleMy JAPYTy BEPHYJIOCh CO3HAHUE.

7. K Tebe 2TO HE OTHOCHUTCS, IOHUMAEIIIh ?

8. Jlaro BaM 4eCcTHOE CIIOBO.

9. 4l melicTBOBaN CIIOHTAHHO.

10. TBoi1 OpaT HaxXOUTCS B CMEPTENBHOM OMAaCHOCTH.

11. CoenunnTe MEHS HEMEMJICHHO C JIEKYPHBIM MO YYaCTKY.
12. M&1 Bce ObUIHM B 3UMHEM Cajly, KOTJIa YCIBIIIAIN BBICTPEI.
13. S npumina k muccuc Hukoscos.

14. 51 monymana: ecnu He ceiyac, To Korjaa?

15. Jlymato, 51 cama 3aliMyCh pacciieIOBaHHEM.

16. YV Poxnepa Bo3Hukia gorajaka — KeiimaHsl.

17. Bo3M0xHO, MBI HallaJIM HA JIOKHBIN CIIE].

18. 3nech uT0-TO HE Tak\3aTeBacTCHl.

19. HenpaBoMepHOE BO37IeHCTBHE OUCHB CJIIOKHO JOKA3aTh.
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PART IlI
1. Be ready to answer who said the following:
1. Bobby thought it would be easier to keep an eye on the Grange from the
hotel or whatever.
2. But leaving all his things behind...
. Suicide while of unsound mind.

. He was last seen heading for the Grange.

. Not as much as you seem about the disappearance of your chauffer.

3
4
5
6. | trust you won’t find this too intolerable.
7. 1 shall plead a guilty passion.

8. You haven’t a scrap of evidence!

9. I’m getting it, just a sort of flicker.

10. There’s a live bridge on the lawn!

11. Have you gone batty?

12. Any man has the right to go to hell in any way he chooses.

13. That time | thought I only wanted two things: Merroway and the money to
run it in the way it deserved to be run.

14. Murder is merely an acceleration of a natural process.
15. Merroway would have been a perfect setting for you.
16. I placed the bullet in the fire

17. 1 couldn’t bear the thought of life without you, without Merroway.

2. Give English equivalents for the following:

1. Bﬂaaeneu TOCTUHHIIBI CKa3all, YTO OH BYCpa BCUCPOM BBIIICI ITOJAbIIIATH
CBCKHM BO3JIyXOM U C TCX IIOP €TI0 HC BUACIIN.

2. Bwl mpocuny MeHst COOOITUTh, KOTa MPUAET KOPOHEDP, CIP.

3. MBI ¢ TOOOM CBsI3aHBI IO PyKaM M HOTaM.

4. T'oBopuTe Tule!

5. 5 nosBuIICS OYEHb KCTATHU\B IOCIIEIHUI MOMEHT.
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6. OcTopoxkHee, OH 3apsIKeH.

7. bo60u, HaKOHEI-TO MbI PUOTUKAEMCS K pa3rajke!

8. Ha uto ThI HaMeKaemb?

9. Ona paborana B Throg0p KOTHJIK.

10.
11.
12,
13.
14,
15.
16.
17.

Pomxep baccunrron-gdpend Bce emnie Ha cBOOOIE.
3ApaBCTBYH, OTEN, 51 JOJIKHA O€XKaTh.

CaxapHulia — O4eHb M0JIe3Hasl BENb.

ThI e TPOCTO HE MOXKEITh 0TKa3aTh B MPOCHOE O TTOMOIITH.
BepHyTh emy ObL10€ BETUKOJIENHE.

CoaBuk ObLT TOM KypHIIEH, KOTOpasi Hecsa 30J10ThIe sSi1la.
Omna cowuna boo0u co ciena.

MHe ObLIO OYEeHB CTPAIIHO, HO Sl XOTeNa, YTOOBI Thl BOCXHILAJICS MHOM.

AFTER WATCHING QUESTIONS AND TASKS

1. Express your general impression of the film. What episodes struck you
most of all?
2. Speak on the acting and cast. Which of the actors impressed you most of

all?

3. What changes made in transforming the book into the film did you notice?
What do you think of them?
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WHY DIDN’T THEY ASK EVANS (2022)

\ ; N
: Vy I'i ! 1

DIDNTTHEY
ASICEVANS?

Hugh Laurie adapted the new Agatha Christie adaptation — now available to
watch on Britbox.

A dying man’s enigmatic last words send vicar’s son, Bobby Jones, and his
socialite friend, Lady Frankie Derwent, on a crime-solving adventure.

Agatha Christie’s wittiest mystery ever. Lucy Boynton and Will Poulter star
in Hugh Laurie’s new adaptation, where two amateur sleuths set out to find the
meaning behind a dead man’s mysterious final words.

A comic mystery romance, the latest Britbox original, Why Didn’t They Ask
Evans? is unabashedly romantic and old-fashioned in the most entertaining of ways.

BEFORE WATCHING QUESTIONS AND TASKS




1. You are now going to watch a new screen version of the book. In what
way, do you think, the new 2022 version of the screen adaptation will be different
from the 1980 version?

2. What would you change in the modern version in comparison with the old
one if you were Hugh Laurie, the director of 2022 mini-series?

3. What character would you like to play in the TV series?

4. Why do you think the book has been a source of inspiration for directors
for decades?

AFTER WATCHING QUESTIONS AND TASKS
1. What is your general impression of the 2022 TV version? In what ways is it

better and worse compared to the 1980 version?

2. How did you like the changes in the plot, namely, adding in extra
characters such as Lady Marcham, the wife of Lady Frankie’s father Lord Marcham,
played by Emma Thomson?

4. What would you say about the leading characters in the 1980 and 2022
versions?
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WHY DIDNT THEY
ASK EVANS?

A TALE OF
MURDER, MYSTERY ¥
AND MISTAKEN
IDENTITY

FRANCESCA ANNIS, CONNIE BOOTH, JOHN GIELGUD,

TN
LEIGH LAWSON, ERIC PORTER '!

britbox | ORIGINAL
WHY DIDNT THEY

ASK EVANS?




Bobby Jones

4

James Warwick Will Poulter

Lady Frances Derwent

Francesca Annis Lucy Boynton

Roger Bassington-ffrench

Leigh Lawson Daniel Ings
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Moira Nicholson

Madeline Smith  Maeve Dermody

Doctor Nicholson

Eric Porter Hugh Laurie (the director)



Badger Beadon

Robert Longden Jonathan Jules
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THE MURDER OF ROGER ACKROYD

Agatha Christie’s novels, short stories, and plays have proved a rich source of
cinematic material from the silent movie era to the present. The first Christie feature
film ever made was Die Abenteuer G.m.b.H. (Adventure INC.), a 1928 German
silent movie based on her 1922 novel The Secret Adversary featuring the jazz-age
sleuths Tommy Beresford and Tuppence Cowley. A second silent film, The Passing
of Mr. Quinn, was shot in Great Britain, also in 1928. This movie was based on a
short story, The Coming of Mr. Quinn which introduced Mr. Harley Quinn, one of
Christie’s own favorite characters, somewhat modeled after the Harlequin figure
from the commedia dell’arte theatrical tradition.

After these early beginnings Agatha Christie’s characters appeared on the big
screen in fairly consistent fashion: four films in the 1930s, two in the 1940s, only
one in the 1950s, and then seven in the 1960s, four in the 1970s and five in the
1980s. These figures do not include the many television movies and series which
have appeared over the years.

In 1989, the BBC began producing Poirot films with David Suchet as Poirot.
You are now going to watch the film entitled The murder of Roger Ackroyd starring
David Suchet as Poirot, which is based on another novel by A. Christie The mystery
of King’s Abbot. Most Christie fans feel Suchet represents the quintessential Poirot,
because he gets all the mannerisms and physical appearance of Poirot perfectly
right.

BEFORE WATCHING QUESTIONS AND TASKS

1. If you have ever read a book or watched a film with this character, what are
your general impressions about his personality and the methods he used?

2. How can you explain his popularity that has moved with the times?

3. The book you have read stands apart from other books by A. Christie in the
sense that there is no professional detective like Poirot or a very experienced and
well-known one — Miss Marple to launch the investigation. Instead, Lady Frances
Derwent or Frankie for short, decides it will be amusing and gets in. Do you expect
the differences between Frankie’s and Poirot’s methods of crime investigation?

4.You are also expected to do some tasks while watching. Look through the
list of vocabulary to get ready for close watching before you start.

51


http://uk.agathachristie.com/site/find_a_story/stories/The_Secret_Adversary.php

ACTIVITIES FOR MEANINGFUL WATCHING

I. Give English equivalents for the following:

1) €KETHEBHBIN U3HYPSIONINI TPy Ha MPEABIAYIIIEM MecTe PabOThI
2)  W3YYCHHE YeJIOBEYECKOW HATYPHI

3) I0OMa U3 KaMHS

4)  oObIBaTEIb

5)  pazobiaueHHe BUHOBHOI'O

6)  aKysia MHAYCTpUHU

7)  Coxaineto, HO 5 YK€ yXOKY.

8)  OH He 3amuChIBaJICs K TeOe HA TPUEM

9) 00 3TOM XOJAT CIUICTHH

10) xJagHOKPOBHBIN yOuiila

11) npuBecTH K CaMOYOHICTBY

12)  ObITh OHIIMATHLHO TOMOJIBICHHBIM C KEM-THO0
13) ona mMepTBa

14)  yxa3aTh Ha BUHOBHOT'O MAJIbIIEM

15) TOBOPHUTH OT YHETO-TUOO UMCHH

16) mepen keM-JIMOO MPEICTAIO 3PEITUIIE

17) rTnaBHBIHA TOI03PEBAEMBIN

18) s He CKIIOHEH eMy JIOBEPSTh

19) B mpenenax A0CATaeMOCTH

20)  OTKpBITHIN KpaH

21) B OKPECTHOCTSIX, ITO-COCEICTBY

22) Jlymaere, ocTaHETCS MSATHO?

23) He oTBiekanTech.

24)  oOpaTHTBCA K KOMY-JIH0O ¢ 0c000i Ipoch00ii

25) Bce aTH 1ena nNpouuiy 4yepes Halllk PyKH.
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26) OH He U3 TeX, KTO KCHUTCS.

27)  OTILIBITH B AMEPHKY

28) Bac npocsrt k Tenedony.

29) npeObIBaTh B HEBEICHUHN

30) caepx)uBaTHCS

31) oka3bIBaTh JIaBJICHUE HA KOTO-JTHOO
32) [naTh pacmopspKEHHE MPUHSATH KOTO-THO0
33) wu3nmarath COOCTBEHHYIO TEOPHUIO
34)  coopyauTh YCTPOHCTBO

35) coBepUINTH YOMICTBO

36) s AOJDKEH IIPOYECTh 9TO HACAUHE
37) Ha IPUBBIYHOM MECTE

38) wm3nMIIHE HAOIIOAATEeIICH
I1. Be ready to answer who said the following:

1). A journal came into my possession, in which the murderer had taken the
trouble to record for posterity .

2). He likes to think of himself as a scientist.
3). I’meternally grateful to you for that first loan, Poirot.
4). I’ll get a cloth.

5). I always told your late mother that | would look after you as if you were
my own son.

6). I’ve got to see you! There’s something I’ve got to tell you!

7). You think it’s a suicide?

8). Presumably, it was Flora, but it doesn’t make any sense.

9). Murder, cold-blooded murder!

10). Parker, Mr. Ackroyd says he doesn’t want to be disturbed tonight.
11). I didn’t make any phone calls, sir. | didn’t phone, sir. | swear | didn’t!

12). | was worried about him, and I made my return.
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13). Ralph may have done some foolish things in the past, but he wouldn’t
murder anyone!

14). I’m not as you say all mixed up. Mr. Ackroyd was my old friend, that is
all.,

15). It’s either him or the butler.

16). And | saw ...well...I thought | saw a woman disappearing into the
bushes near the summerhouse. Well, just a gleam of white, you know.

17). It might be completely unimportant, that’s why it’s so interesting.
18). These shoes match the mark on the window so precisely.

19). There was a reason, inspector, of that you can be sure. When we know it,
we’ll know everything.

20). Yes, indeed. Mr. Paton will be a very wealthy young man.
21). You startled me!
22). One must keep the eyes on the alert.

23). Well, if you think that is why Mr. Ackroyd dismissed me, then you are
wrong!

24). Who do you think knows all the little family secrets, sir?
25). Why would anyone want to kill a butler?

26). Ralph Paton disappeared from his lodgings on the night of the murder
and nobody’s seen him since.

27). | swear solemnly to you, | have no idea where Ralph is. | have neither
seen him nor heard from him on the day of the murder or since!

28). | mean to arrive at the truth, | mean to know, and | shall know, in spite of
you all.

29). Monsieur Ackroyd believes that Madam Ferrows ... she had been
blackmailed ... and it is possible that this blackmailer and the murderer of Roger
Ackroyd, they might be connected.

30). Who would have thought Miss Goody Two Shoes, Flora Ackroyd,
capable of such naughtiness?

31). She confided in me to an unlimited extent.

32). | thought Mr. Ackroyd might have been sympathetic to me, but he was
awful.
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33). Ah, Mr. Smith. | thought that 1’d find you here.

34). | knew the suspicion would fall on him, or if not on him, on the girl he
loved.

35). | know precisely who killed Monsieur Ackroyd and Parker, and how it
was done.

36). Woman? I hardly think it could be a woman.

37). | believe he had a weapon with him already, when it occurred to him that
the dagger, which was actually on display at the scene of the crime, would cast the
matter of suspicion even wider.

38). The law wouldn’t punish her, so | did!

I11. Complete and comment on the following ideas:

e  Just scratch the surface and you will find ...

e  When one retires ...

e  Rule number one in King’s Abbot — ...

e  There is one thing a murderer may rely on for protection — ...

e You have no idea what my life has been like since we came here...
wanting things...

e | thought I could escape the wickedness of the city by moving to the
country. The grass that is green, the singing of the birds, the faces smiling and
friendly. Oh, what foolishness! The grass that is green is ...

AFTER WATCHING QUESTIONS AND TASKS

1. Express your general impression of the film. What episodes struck you
most of all?

2. Can you say that the film reflects Christie’s typical style and devices?
Why/Why not?

3. Speak on the acting and cast. Who of the actors impressed you most of

all?
David Suchet Hercule Poirot
Philip Jackson Chief Inspector Japp
Oliver Ford Davies Dr. Sheppard
Selina Cadell Caroline Sheppard
Roger Frost Parker
Malcolm Terris Roger Ackroyd
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Nigel Cooke
Daisy Beaumont
Flora Montgomery
Vivien Heilbron
Gregor Truter
Jamie Bamber
Charles Early
Rosalind Bailey
Charles Simon
Graham Chinn
Clive Brunt
Alice Hart
Philip Wrigley
Phil Atkinson

Geoffrey Raymond
Ursula Bourne
Flora Ackroyd
Mrs. Ackroyd
Inspector Davis
Ralph Paton
Constable Jones
Mrs. Ferrars
Hammond
Landlord

Naval petty officer
Mary

Postman

Ted

4. As you know, Poirot and Miss Marple are two famous and most well-
known characters created by A. Christie. The diminutive and somewhat fussy
Belgian detective has been enjoyed for his keen mind, comic arrogance, and playing
his part in some of the most famous fictional mysteries to emerge from Christie.
Poirot enjoyed a long career by fictional standards, and did not meet his death until
the 1975 novel Curtain. In between his first novel and his
last, Poirot was featured in more than 50 short stories and
30 novels. Numerous actors have lined up to play Poirot,
including Albert Finney, Peter Ustinov, lan Holm, Tony
Randall, Alfred Molina and, most recently, and famously,
David Suchet. Most found Poirot portrayals to be lacking
in the essential description of the character. Ustinov,
Finney and Molina, were generally thought too tall for
the part. Look at the photos and say what you think
about each actor playing the part of Poirot.

Austin Trevor debuted the role of Poirot on
film in the 1931 movie Alibi. The film was based on
the stage play Alibi which had been adapted by
Michael Morton from the novel The Murder of
Roger Ackroyd.

Trevor reprised the role of Poirot twice, in
Black Coffee and Lord Edgware Dies. Trevor said
once that he was probably cast as Poirot simply
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because he could do a French accent.

Austin Trevor

The next time we see Poirot in the cinema with the Alphabet Murders (based
on the ABC Murders) starring Tony Randall. This was more a satire on Poirot than a
straightforward adaptation, and was greatly changed from the original. It turned the
sharp and observant detective into a blundering buffoon who solves the case almost
by accident.

Tony Randall

Albert Finney played Poirot in 1975 in the cinematic
version of Murder on the Orient Express. His portrayal was
considered by many to be the definitive Poirot until David
Suchet took up the role. It was a very faithful adaptation of
the novel and was, at the time, the most successful British
film ever made. It received the stamp of approval from
Agatha Christie herself. Finney is, so far, the only actor to
receive an Academy Award nomination for playing Poirot,
though he did not win.

Peter Ustinov played Poirot a total of
six times, starting with Death on the Nile
(1978). He reprised the role in Evil Under
the Sun (1982) and Appointment With
Death (1988).Christie was less sanguine
about Ustinov’s portrayal, given that
Poirot, written as short, slim, and with
coal-black hair, bore little resemblance to
the tall, heavy, grey-haired Ustinov.

N\

b

|

Peter Ustinov
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Alfred Molina David Suchet

Say what you think about David Suchet as Poirot. Did he manage to give the
portrayal of the famous detective in the way you imagined him? Use the following
expressions: patent leather shoes, slicked back hair, an amiably comic character with
egg-shaped head carried a little to one side, his magnificent (and suspiciously black)
moustache, eccentric, his dapper dress, his accent, the endless glasses of sirop de
cassis, and the eyes that flash greenly in moments of excitement.
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AT BERTRAM’S HOTEL
BEFORE WATCHING QUESTIONS AND TASKS

1. You are now going to watch the film featuring the detective Miss Marple.
As you know, Miss Marple, along with Poirot, are two famous detectives created by
A. Christie. Miss Marple first appeared in a series of six short stories in Britain’s
The Sketch magazine. She was a member of the Tuesday Club, a discussion group
that met in the quiet Kentish village of St. Mary Meade to discuss unsolved crimes.
Other members included the vicar; Miss Marple’s nephew, Raymond West, a
successful novelist; his fiancee Joyce, an artist; and others. If you have ever read a
book with Miss Marple, say why it was this character who always arrived at
the solutions to the crimes?

2. Miss Marple was not the first spinster detective - that honor belonged to
Anna Katherine Green's Amelia Butterworth - but she is the one everyone thinks of
when the concept arises. How can you explain this fact?

3. Miss Marple was based on Christie’s own grandmother, a pleasant woman
who nevertheless, according to Christie, "expected the worst of everyone and
everything" and was usually right. A precursor of the character in Christie's own
work can be found in the Hercule Poirot novel The Murder of Roger Ackroyd
(1926). Can you guess who it was? What did this character and Miss Marple
have in common?

4. Although popular from her first appearance in 1930, Jane Marple had to
wait thirty-two years for her first big-screen appearance; when she made it, the
results were disappointing to Christie purists. Does it seem difficult to you to play
the part of Miss Marple and not to disappoint Christie’s admirers?

5. The film you are going to watch is called At Bertram’s Hotel. As it is seen
from the title, the plot centers round the events taking place at the hotel. It is known
that Bertram’s hotel is inspired by Brown’s Hotel, in London, where Agatha
Christie often stayed when visiting London. Set in the heart of Mayfair on
Albemarle Street, Brown’s is one of the most historic hotels in London. Within a
short walk from exclusive Bond Street shopping, West End theatres and St James’s,
Brown’s Hotel was founded in 1837 to provide “genteel” accommodation for
discerning people. Brown’s has always had an air of exclusivity and refinement,
which it has retained following its extensive refurbishment overseen by The Rocco
Forte Collection’s Director of Design, Olga Polizzi. Brown’s has been restored to its
rightful position as one of the most intimate and charming hotels in London. The
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interiors are contemporary and have a real sense of style, while retaining much of
their original, quintessentially English elegance.

Look at the photos and say what kind of clientele Brown’s Hotel has.
Would you like to stay there?

I

6. Below you can see the photos of other legendary hotels, which, as well as
Brown’s Hotel, joined The Rocco Forte Collection of luxury hotels. Can you define
which photos present Brown’s hotel? (There are two of them).
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7. Look through the list of characters to get ready for close watching:

Characters

Jane Marple

Mr Humfries - the manager of Bertram’s Hotel

Miss Gorringe - Mr Humfries’s assistant

Rose Sheldon - a chambermaid employed at Bertram’s Hotel

Lady Selina Hazy

The Honourable Elvira Blake

Lady Bess Sedgwick — Elvira’s mother

Colonel Derek Luscombe — Elvira’s guardian

Michael “Micky” Gorman - Lady Sedgwick’s husband

commissionarie at Bertram’s Hotel
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Robert and Wilhelm Hoffman - the owners of Bertram’s Hotel
Chief-Inspector Fred “Father” Davy

Inspector Campbell

Sergeant Wadell

Canon Pennyfather

Mrs McCrae - Canon Pennyfather’s housekeeper

Archdeacon Simmons - Canon Pennyfather’s friend and houseguest
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ACTIVITIES FOR MEANINGFUL WATCHING
Part |
1. Arrange these facts in the order they appear in the film:

1. Colonel Luscombe shook hands with Elvira politely. The effort he made
was somewhat palpable as was his lack of ease. He could hardly go on saying how
nice this was.

2. Rather unwillingly, Colonel Luscombe stepped across the threshold and
had the door shut firmly behind him. “I had no idea you would be staying here,
Bess. | would never have brought her here.” “Where’s she now?” “Watching
television.” She was dressed ready to go out in a well-cut dark suit and a shirt of
bright emerald green. She looked gay and very much alive. Beside her, Colonel
Luscombe looked rather old and faded. “I’d hate you to think that ...” “you were
trying to stage a sentimental reunion. Only that it would be impossible.” “Well,
Bess, you are her mother.”

3. Elvira went into her own room, opened her suitcase and flung a few things
on the bed. Then she undressed, put on a dressing gown, went into the bathroom and
turned the taps on. She went back into her room and sat down on the bed by the
telephone. She listened a moment or two in case of interruptions, then lifted the
receiver. “This is room twenty nine. Can you give me Regent 1129, please?” “Hello,
Ladislaus. 1t’s me.”

4. Lady Sedgwick is asked for a photograph at the airport, which she gives
writing “Break a leg”.

5. Miss Marple had been listening with only half an ear to lady Selina’s
comments on her surroundings. She and Miss Marple moved in entirely different
circles, so that Miss Marple had been unable to exchange scandalous tidbits about
the various friends or acquaintances that Lady Selina recognized or thought she
recognized. But Bess Sedgewick was different. Bess Sedgewick was a name that
almost everyone in England knew.

6. Luscombe did not know what to say to this. While he was considering
what next to say, Elvira spoke. “Have | any money?” Again he took his time before
answering, studying her thoughtfully. Then he said, “Yes. You’ve got quite a lot of
money. That is to say, you will have when you are twenty — one.” “What happens if
| die?”
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7. Suddenly the doors were pushed open with violence, a violence quite
unusual in Bertram’s Hotel, and a young man strode in and went straight across to
the desk. He wore a black leather jacket. His vitality was such that Bertram’s Hotel
took on the atmosphere of a museum by way of contrast. He people were dust-
encrusted relics of a past age. He bent towards Miss Gorringe. “Is lady Sedgewick
staying here?” Miss Gorringe on this occasion had no welcoming smile. Her eyes
were infinty.

8. —Oh, Canon Pennyfather!
— Upon my soul, if it is not my dear old friend ...
— Jane Marple.

9. Miss Marple arrives at the desk and is pleasantly greeted by Miss
Gorringe, the receptionist. She looked frumpy but respectable and knew everyone of
the clientele and, like royalty, never forgot a face.

10. The commissionaire was left on the pavement with a broad grin on his
face, and since no other exits seemed to be taking place, he strolled a little way
along the facade of the hotel whistling an old tune in a muted manner.

One of the windows on the ground floor of Bertram's was flung up but the
commissionaire did not even turn his head until a voice spoke unexpectedly through
the open window: “: My God! Micky Gorman! It can’t be.”

11. Canon Pennyfather entered his room and darkness fell over him.

12. Elvira and her friend Bridget go shopping and Elvira asks her friend for
help saying it is really important. She suggests that her friend should ring up the the
Melfords pretending to be her mother and explain that the dentist wants to see her
again the next day and so she’s staying over with her.

13. On the evening of November 19 Canon Pennyfather had finished an early
dinner at the Athenaeum, he had nodded to one or two friends, had had a pleasant
acrimonious discussion on some crucial points of the dating of the Dead Sea scrolls
and now, glancing at his watch, saw that it was time to leave to catch his plane to
Lucerne. As he passed through the hail he was greeted by one more friend:
Dr. Whittaker, of the S.0.A.S., who said cheerfully, “Pennyfather, hello, there!
Haven't seen you since that lecture on the Dead Sea scrolls. Surprised to find you
not at the Lucerne Congress!”

"l am or rather | shall be. I’m off to catch my plane now. I think | can’t stop”.

“Surely. What date is the Congress?”

“Tomorrow, the nineteenth. I’ll let you know if anything...” Whittaker looked
slightly puzzled.
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Canon Pennyfather passed out through the door while his friend, looking after
him, was just saying, "But my dear chap, today is the nineteenth, isn't it?"
Canon Pennyfather, however, was gone beyond earshot.

14. Curiosity, or what she preferred herself to call “taking an interest” in
other people's affairs was undoubtedly one of Miss Marple's characteristics.

She took a route that passed close to Lady Sedgwick and saw her with a
young man who had a lean hawk like face and wore a black leather jacket. As Miss
Marple stood behind the bush she memorized such scraps as she had heard. It was
interesting that neither of the two objects of her curiosity spared as much as a glance
for the dithery old lady.

“So, Is everything set?”

“Yes”.

“You’ve checked the weather forecast?”

“Of course.”

That was all Miss Marple had been able to hear. She found it interesting.

2. Fillin the gaps in the following dialogues and comment on them:

Dialogue A

Lady Selina: Bess Sedgwick! Of all the ...! Extraordinary girl. I’ve known
her since she was a child. No one could ... ... her. She ran off with one of the ...
when she was only sixteen.

Miss Marple: Really?

Lady Selina: But they managed to ... ... ... and married her safely to old
Coniston, awful old rip, but ... about her. That didn’t last. Then she married an
American ... ..., ... ... a year. Then she went off with Jonnie Sedgwick. | suppose

that might have stuck if he hadn’t broken his neck steeple chasing.
Miss Marple: Yes, yes, and since then?

Lady Selina: One ... .... | don’t think she’s ever married again. But there’s
always someone. She’s that sort of woman that always needs a man.

Miss Marple: Oh, do you think so? | would have said that men were more
likean ... for herthana ....

Dialogue B
Bess Sedgwick: Come in! Come in!

Elvira: Hello. I’'m Elvira.
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Bess Sedgwick: So, he ... ... it.

Elvira: Uncle Derek didn’t tell me. I ... ... ....

Bess Sedgwick: What do you want?

Elvira: To meet you.

Bess Sedgwick: So, now you’ve met me.

Elvira: Is that all you can say?

Bess Sedgwick: What else is there to say? It’snouse ... ... ... ... ... ....
You were two years old the last time | ... ... ... you.

Elvira: Why didn’t you take me with you when you left?

Bess Sedgwick: Just didn’t want to be ... ... the baby. | knew your father
wouldseeyou ... ... ... ....

Elvira: And when he died?
Bess Sedgwick: You haven’t gone without anything, have you?
Elvira: Not ....

Bess Sedgwick: | couldn’t give you anything else. 'm notofa ... ... . I’'m
sorry but there it is.

Elvira: Couldn’t we just meet each other ... ... ... ...?
Bess Sedgwick: There’d ... ... ....

Elvira: All these years I’ve ... you ... ... .... . | saw you as a fold romantic
personwho ... me ... ... .

Bess Sedgwick: Now you know I’'m ... .
Elvira: Yes.

Bess Sedgwick: Elvira, you are much better ... ... ....

Dialogue C

Bess Sedgwick: My God! Micky Gorman! It can’t be.

Micky Gorman: | recognized you when you arrived yesterday.
Bess Sedgwick: It’s more than | did you.

Micky Gorman: People seldom ... the man ... ... ... . Well, well little
Bessie...

Bess Sedgwick: Oh, don’t you use that ... name!
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Mick Gorman: You didn’t think it was ... then.

Bess Sedgwick: What have you ... ... ... all these years?

Micky Gorman: ... and ...!

Bess Sedgwick: I ... .

Micky Gorman: | know all about your doings. ......... ... ... . It’s been a

long time.

Bess Sedgwick: It certainly has.

Micky Gorman: A lovely ... ... ... ... you were,
Bess Sedgwick: I've .... ... better than you. Still ... ... ... , | suppose?
Micky Gorman: It’s easy ... .... when you are in the money.

Bess Sedgwick: Money wouldn’t have done you any good. You’d have gone

to the dogs completely. How on earth did you ... ... ... at this place?

you.

Micky Gorman: It was the medals ... .
Bess Sedgwick: 1‘m sure.
Micky Gorman: All ... too in case you’re wondered.

Bess Sedgwick: | wasn’t. You never lacked .... The army must have suited

Micky Gorman: Army’s all right in wartime but ... ... ... ... . | thought of

writing to you, you know.

Bess Sedgwick: What for?

Micky Gorman: I’ve not forgotten Ballygowlan.
Bess Sedgwick: What’s that supposed to mean?
Micky Gorman: Just ... you.

Bess Sedgwick: If you mean what | think you do, then listen, chap. You start

raking all thisupand I’ll ... ... ... ... ... you are.

Micky Gorman: U-u-uh, | do believe you would do.

Bess Sedgwick: So | would.
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Questions to the first part of the film:

1. How would you characterize Bertram’s hotel? (the clientele: Bess
Sedgwick, Lady Selina Hazy, Elvira Blake and her uncle — Colonel Luscombe,
Canon Pennyfather; the interior, staff, service). Make use of the following
expressions: in the heart of the West End; dignified, unostentatious, and quietly
expensive; just like stepping back a hundred years; patronized over a long stretch of
years by the higher echelons of the clergy, dowager ladies of the aristocracy up from
the country, girls on their way home for the holidays from expensive finishing
schools; the steps that led up to the big swing doors; a field marshal appeared
outside the steps; gold braid and medal ribbons on the manly chest; perfect
deportment; the doorman is always happy to assist an elderly person into a taxi; in
the big central lounge there were two magnificent coal fires; to serve all the old
English dishes; to enjoy sumptuous, late afternoon teas; large crested silver trays;
Georgian silver teapots; to be pleasantly greeted by Miss Gorringe, the receptionist;
to be the epitome of efficiency; a chambermaid looking unreal, chambermaids wear
a striped lavender print dress and a freshly laundered cap; a smiling, rosy, positively
countrified face.

2. What impression did Elvira produce on you? (Consider her age, her
relationships with her uncle and Ladislaus Malinowski). Why do you think she
asked Colonel Luscombe about her money and the procedure if inheriting it in case
she died? Was she afraid of something?

How well did she know Malinowski? Do you agree with Miss Marple that
“a young girl needs a mother’s watchful eye”? Who was this phrase meant for?

Why did she ask her friend Biddy to help leave London? What was it that she
called “a matter of life and death™?

3. What’s your opinion about mother-and-daughter relationships
portrayed in the film? Do you find them strange? Were the women happy to meet
each other? What did they think about each other?

4. What made Inspector Campbell stay at Bertram’s hotel? Why was it
meant to be a secret? How did Miss Marple find him out? Do you find it true-to-life
that an experienced inspector should rely on the words of a common elderly lady?

5. Speak of Canon Pennyfather. Make use of the following phrases:
a forgetful minister; to go to a conference at Lucerne; to dine at the Athenaeum Club
at seven-thirty on the evening of the nineteenth; to omit to leave his key behind but
take it with him; to have the aeroplane ticket for the eighteenth.

6. What do you think might have happened to the old man at the end of the
part?
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Part 11

1. Give English equivalents to the following:

1) mpumymaii 94To-HUOYIb

2) TIOINEYHTEIH

3) MHe Hanoeso0, 4TO BCE CYUTAIOT MEHS pEOCHKOM.
4) TlpusTHO MpoBeCTH BpeMsi!

5) S moaOpoiiry Tebs 10 BOK3aa.

6) He npomanaii!

7) TlpusiTHOTO MyTEIIeCTBUS!

8) Hageroch, BbI HE COUTETE MEHS CIIMIIKOM OECIIEPEMOHHOA.
9) Kak mMHe Bac mpeicTaBuTh?

10) [Togmenn MeHs1, Dutnc!

11) Tl MEeHsI HEITPABHIIBHO MOHSIA.

12) pano yrpom

13) 51 3Har0, 4TO 3HAYUT CBSA3ATHCS C HETOJSIEM B TAKOM BO3pacTe.
14) npu coTpsiCeHHH MO3ra

15) cecth B oe31

16) Bac He mpoBezemns, Mucc Maprun

17) yxaxxuBatb 3a KeM-JIM00

18) 3ankathcs

19) Ha Hee OBLIO COBEPIIICHO MOKYIICHHE

20) Hy Bce, ycmokoiicsi.

21) mynst npeHa3Havagach He JUIsl Hero

22) Bor ycipIman MO MOJUTBEI

23) XOUTh IO KPYyTY

24) moacirymmBany, 1a?

24) raBHBINA TPECTYITHUK

25) ¢ Ipyroi CTOPOHBI, KAKOTo yepTa’?

26) Jla, s1 3ampaBJisijia BCEM.
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27) yKpacTh MHCTOJIET

28) Ona npu3Haiach B COBEPIIECHUN YOUHCTBA.

2. Who and under what circumstances says the following:

1) There’s been another robbery during the night.

2) I’ve got to see someone urgently.

3) No one ever tells me things!

4) For you I can risk anything.

5) 1 wondered if | could get a word with you. In private.

6) | think you should report his disappearance to the police at once.

7) 1do hope it won’t get into Sunday papers that he’s missing or, at any rate,

there won’t be mentioned Bertram’s.

day...

8) So, you could try to screw some money out of me. | warned you the other

9) What was once so reassuring seems to be so false. Menacing even.
10) She’s young and vulnerable. I’m not letting you ruin her life.
11) Oh, no, Bess. We need each other too much.

12) I’ve trained quite a few maids in my time but I’ve never seen a bomb

courtesy like that since at St. Mary Mead players put on a French farce.

13) How else could I be lying on the road?
14) Mothers and daughters ... they don’t seem to keep cropping up, do they?

15)1 feel so worried about that poor girl. | have a dreadful sense of

foreboding.

16) They shot at me. If it hadn’t been for him...

17) So, now I’'m guilty of murder as well as robbery.

18) Bess and | have been lovers but it was never serious.

19) You say that because you are jealous, | know all about you and him!
20) What you saw was someone dressed up to look like you do.

21) You, police, aren’t as slow as which people make out.

22) Bigamy, trigamy, what’s the difference?
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23) Or you might reassure her that she wasn’t the intended murder victim.
That’s how it appeared to her. That’s how the murderer wanted it look: he fired a
shot taking care the bullet went nowhere near her, she screamed, Gorman ran down
the road and then the murderer shot the person he always wanted to shoot — Michael
Gorman.

24) After all, Bertram’s is a blackmailers’ paradise, isn’t it? It’s the
headquarters of one of the biggest crime syndicates we’ve ever known.

25) Humphries is wonderfully plausible too, not to mention Miss Gorringe,
Rose Sheldon and all those foreign visitors with their luxury luggage tailor-made for
carrying money in and over the country.

26) Remember, Miss Marple! You are the witness to what I’m saying. | killed
Michael Gorman. (pause) Now catch me if you can!

27) So what?! So bloody what?! Why shouldn’t she take the blame?! That’s
all she ever did for me! | hated her! Hated her!!!

28) When she found that her mother had married Gorman, she realized that
the marriage to her father was illegal. She thought she wouldn’t inherit. No money —
no lover.

AFTER WATCHING DISCUSSION AND TASKS:

1. Express your general impression of the film. What episodes did you enjoy
most of all?

2. Can you say that the film reflects Christie’s typical style and devices?
Why/Why not?

3. Speak on the acting and cast. Who of the actors impressed you most of
all? Pick out of the list of actors and actresses:

Joan Hickson Miss Jane Marple
Caroline Blakiston Lady Bess Sedgwick
Helena Michell Elvira Blake
James Cossins Colonel Derek Luscombe
Joan Greenwood Lady Selina Hazy
George Baker Chief Inspector Fred Davy
Douglas Milvain Sir Ronald Graves
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Philip Bretherton Detective Inspector Campbell

Preston Lockwood Canon Pennyfather
Irene Sutcliffe Miss Gorringe
Brian McGrath Michael Gorman
Neville Phillips Henry
Robert Reynolds Ladislaus Malinowski
Peter Baldwin Mr. Humfries
http://www.imdb.com/rg/title-
tease/resumehead/http:/resume.imdb.com/Randal Richard Egerton
Herley

4. The film you’ve watched features some of Christie’s best and most
original female characters. Along with Miss Jane Marple, there is the ruthless and
brilliant Lady Bess Sedgwick, and her daughter Elvira Blake. Women’s ideas and
actions take a prominent place in this film, as it reveals a female mind turned
criminal. Can you name any reasons for this turn? Is there a difference between
male and female driving motives and ways of committing crimes?

5. After watching the film you know that it was Miss Marple who helped the
police to crack a ruthless crime syndicate and unmask a cold-blooded killer. Did you
notice how she did it? In this film Joan Hickson portrays Christie’s phenomenal
amateur detective Jane Marple. The Controller of BBC One, Peter Salmon, also paid
tribute to the actress. “Joan Hickson was over many decades one of the greatest
character actresses of British film and TV,” he said.

“She will be remembered for countless roles but for many she was the
definitive Miss Marple in the BBC’s classic adaptation of the Agatha Christie
stories, and her performances brought pleasure to millions.” Do you agree with this
estimation?

Miss Jane Marple, one of the most famous characters created by English
crime writer Agatha Christie, has been portrayed by a variety of actresses in films
and television. The first Miss Marple was played by British stage star Gracie Fields
in a US TV play entitled A Murder is Announced (1956). This character wasn’t
revived again until 1961 when MGM splashed out on the wonderful and highly
popular Murder, She Said (1962) starring Margaret Rutherford, a magnificent comic
actress but too boisterous and loud for the prim and birdlike character Christie
created. The tone of the film was overall far more jolly and humorous than the
darker novel and the following three films Murder at the Gallop (1963), Murder
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Most Foul (1964) and Murder Ahoy (1964) became increasingly silly, if still rather
fun. Despite her hatred of the MGM films Christie still became great friends with
Rutherford and dedicated a Miss Marple book, “The Mirror Crack’d from Side to
Side” to her.

A British film adaptation of that book by EMI was made in 1980 entitled The
Mirror Crack’d (1980) starring Angela Lansbury as Miss Marple. This remarkably
stodgy movie was made even more ridiculous by the fact that Lansbury was
obviously too young for the role.

The same comment could hardly be made of that grand dame of American
theatre Helen Hayes as Miss Marple, who appeared in the mildly entertaining A
Caribbean Mystery (1983) and at the age of 85 in the dreary Murder with Mirrors
(1985). Hayes’s Marple was benign and chirpy.

However it was the BBC television series which began in the 80s that brought
what many regard as the definitive Miss Marple to the screen, played by Joan
Hickson. The series was a resounding success and was seen in more than forty
countries. From 1985 to 1992, Hickson filmed all twelve of the Miss Marple novels.
It was also in 1946 that Agatha Christie, having seen Joan in Appointment with
death in the West End, sent her a note which said: “I hope one day you might play
my dear Miss Marple”.

In promoting the programmes in America, they were described as “heritage
productions”: “As a celebration of English culture, “heritage” demands that the
program be as faithful as possible to the source material”.

In 2004, ITV first broadcast new adaptations of Agatha Christie’s books
under the title Agatha Christie's Marple, usually referred to as Marple, with
Geraldine McEwan in the lead role. The series is infamous for its frequent plot and
character changes (such as incorporating lesbian affairs, changing killer identities,
and re-naming or removing a number of characters). Two series have so far aired,
with a third airing in 2007.

Look at the photos of the actresses portraying Miss Marple and say how
well each of them managed to embody the famous detective.
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Margaret Rutherford

Angela Lansbury

A scene from Murder Most Foul (1964),
starring Margaret Rutherford as Miss
Marple and Charles Tingwell as Inspector
Craddock.
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Joan Hickson Geraldine McEwan

6. Listen to the interview with Joan Hickson where she tells about her
experience of featuring Miss Marple. What are your impressions about her?

7. Hercule Poirot and Miss Jane Marple

There’s an opinion that Miss Marple ranks as readers’ second favourite
detective next to Poirot. Do you agree with this point of view? How can you
explain the fact that Miss Marple is less popular than Poirot?

Check how much you know about Poirot and Miss Marple. Divide the
following expressions describing both detectives into two columns - Poirot and
Miss Marple:

a tall, thin person of between 65 and 70 years of age; has a big ego, he/she
stands 5 feet, 4 inches tall, has green eyes, and an egg-shaped head (which he/she
perches to one side); always takes for granted that everyone recognizes his/her
name; this person finds English habits and humor incomprehensible; has white
snowy hair, pale blue eyes, and a pinkish wrinkled face; prefers to sit quietly and
think when he solves crimes, for he/she believes all crimes are psychological and
having clues is not everything; this person is often seen carrying knitting needles
and yarn; a shrewd and intelligent person, and a keen observer of human nature;
however, this person has an excellent command of the English language and at
times uses his/her "foreignness™ as an advantage; this person believes that all people
are alike everywhere, with their bad traits and evil desires; this person loves the
indoors and avoids extreme weather whenever possible; although his/her belief is
that crime is not solved on evidence alone, he/she's not above snooping into others'
personal things: he/she has been known to listen at doors, hide behind curtains, and
even dig in women’s' underwear drawers; the famous sleuth loves the finer things of
life and luxury, including exotic drinks (he/she loves sirop de cassis), exotic locales,

excellent served food, the theatre and other arts, and very comfortable hotel rooms;
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simply only his/her observations and knowledge of people are what lead him/her to
the truth; this person did not have any family life, but travelled much; he/she has the
blackest of hair (is known to use dye), and his/her black waxed moustache is
perfection; he/she offers a pleasantly female-oriented version of detective
mythology; he/she had a limp when he/she walked; gossip forms the most powerful
of his/her tools; this person is very much the stereotypical spinster of the last
century - blue-eyed and frail, wearing a black lace cap and mittens, and constantly
knitting; two of his/her hobbies (and subjects of conversation) are bird watching and
gardening; he/she always wears patent leather shoes and is always neatly dressed
with the finest of clothing; this person loathes dirt and disarray, and favors order,
method, and symmetry; his/her investigative methods involve no violence, threats or
intimidation; he/she doesn't take just any case that comes his/her way, however, and
he/she freely admits that he/she's fond of money; the Belgian detective states the
greatest tool for crime solving is the mind, thanks to the "little grey cells"; he/she is
also a gleeful gossip and not especially nice.

8. Discussion points:

1. Imagine that Poirot and Miss Marple had to compete with each other in
the art of solving crimes. Who would be the fastest?

2. Do you believe that they would get on well with each other if they
solved one and the same mystery case?

3.Say how the two famous sleuths
would help to solve the crimes in the films
you’ve watched (The murder of Roger Ackroyd °
and At Bertram’s hotel) if they exchanged places %
and appeared in different films. Would the films *
end in the same way?

4. The photo on the right shows the first
meeting of Christie’s beloved detectives: Jane
Marple (Joan Hickson) and Hercule Poirot
(David Suchet). Although they never appeared in
the same story, they meet here in 1990 for
Agatha Christie’s centenary celebration in her
hometown of Torquay, a seaside town in
Devonshire.

What in your opinion they said to each other? Act out their dialogue.

9. Below is the film review of the greatest of all Poirot films, and one of the
finest mystery films of any kind, the Murder on the Orient Express (EMI, 1974,
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directed by Sidney Lumet). Study it and write a film review of The Murder of Roger
Ackroyd or At Bertram’s hotel.

A film review by VINCENT CANBY

Had Dame Agatha Christie’s Murder on the Orient Express been made into a
movie 40 years ago (when it was published here as Murder on the Calais Coach), it
would have been photographed in black-and-white on a back lot in Burbank or
Culver City, with one or two stars and a dozen character actors and studio contract
players. Its running time would have been around 67 minutes and it could have been
a very respectable B-picture.

Murder on the Orient Express wasn’t made into a movie 40 years ago, and
after you see the Sidney Lumet production that opened yesterday at the Coronet,
you may be both surprised and glad it wasn’t. An earlier adaptation could have
interfered with plans to produce this terrifically entertaining super-valentine to a
kind of whodunit that may well be one of the last fixed points in our inflationary
universe.

The new film, directed by Mr. Lumet and written by Paul Dehn, was made
mostly in Britain and on location in France and Turkey. It was shot in color. It runs
a bit over two never-flagging hours. And it has the kind of all-star cast that only M-
G-M could have afforded 40 years ago.

Like the lovely, extravagantly overemphasized nineteen-thirties’ costumes
and production designed by Tony Walton, Murder on the Orient Express is much
less a literal re-creation of a type of thirties movie than an elaborate and witty tribute
that never for a moment condescends to the subject.

Setting the tone for the film is Albert Finney’s extraordinary performance as
Hercule Poirot, Dame Agatha’s Belgian detective whose smug, unflappable
brilliance makes Sherlock Holmes seem like a hysterical freak. When Hercule first
appears in the film, dining with dainty disgust in an Istanbul hotel, one can't even be
sure it's really Mr. Finney, so transformed is he by black, patent-leather hair, waxed
mustache, portly, middle-aged physique and a musical-comedy French accent that
comes and goes, much like the accent of Hercule Poirot in Dame Agatha’s books.

The performance is made up of the sort of wildly theatrical overstatements
that heretofore only Laurence Olivier, Marlon Brando and, occasionally, Maggie
Smith have gotten away with. It’s a performance of exaggeration, which is fun to
watch both for the goals achieved and the risks taken.

Though to a lesser extent almost all the other stars come on strong and take
similar risks: Lauren Bacall as a pushy, garrulous American widow, Ingrid Bergman
as a virtually psychotic Swedish nurse-missionary, Rachel Roberts as a very weird
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German maid, Sean Connery as a stuffy British Army officer, Jacqueline Bisset as a
beautiful, preoccupied Hungarian countess, Wendy Hiller as a Russian princess and
Jean-Pierre Cassel as an unlikely sleeping-car conductor.

Everyone in the film is very, very busy acting (which is about the only clue
one should give about the plot), and one shouldn't be put off by the fact that some of
the actors have acted similar roles before, especially Anthony Perkins (as a possibly
homicidal man of indeterminate youth), John Gielgud (as a fastidious valet),
Vanessa Redgrave (as a coolly passionate English beauty) and Richard Widmark (as
a ruthless American millionaire).

For the record | must say how much | also liked Martin Balsam, Michael
York, Colin Blakely, George Coulouris and Denis Quilley. It's a movie in which
everyone is important to its success.

Some purposely vague details about the story: the time is the mid-nineteen-
thirties, five years after a notorious case of kidnapping on Long Island (detailed in a
fine pre-credit sequence), and it is set aboard the Orient Express, the crack train that
went from Istanbul to Calais, with stops at Zagreb, Trieste and other points in
between. The murder, which is committed the second night out, is solved by
Hercule Poirot in the time it takes to dig the train out of a huge Balkan snowdrift but
not before absolutely everyone has come under suspicion and all identities have
been scrambled.

In addition to being the sort of mystery that treats death as a largely goreless
inconvenience, an intellectual riddle to be solved as politely as possible, clue by
clue, Murder on the Orient Express recalls that innocent, pre-Amtrak time when the
Orient was still mysterious and railroad travel was full of exotic possibilities. (I
suspect that because it took so long to get from one place to another on trains in
those days, the places arrived at were invested with a magic that has since been lost,
but that's another subject entirely.)

My only quarrel with the film is a minor one. There is too much music on the
soundtrack. Especially when the train is under way | miss hearing, loud and clear,
the rhythmical, monotonous, wheel-on-rail clickety-clack that | associate with such
great moments of childhood as The Lady Vanishes and my first overnight trip in a
Pullman berth.
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TAPE MEASURE MURDER

Below you can see the picture of St. Mary Meade, the fictional village where
Miss Marple lives and the setting for crimes in three novels and many of the short
stories. As you know, Miss Marple was a crime fighter who relied on her feminine
sensitivity and empathy to solve crimes. While the police struggled to find a culprit,
Miss Marple went quietly about her business looking for clues using her instinct and
knowledge of human nature. St. Mary Meade is the place where Miss Marple got
her experience in solving crimes as much of Miss Marple’s success comes from her
simple observations of the denizens of the village. Look at the picture and say what
kind of life the people of the village might have.
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1.

Part |

Before reading the story study the definitions of the words you may

not know and give their Russian equivalents:

to ascertain - formal to find out if a fact that you think is true is really true

to startle — to make someone suddenly surprised or slightly shocked

to strangle — to kill someone by pressing on their throat with your hands,
a rope etc.

wrathful — formal feeling extreme anger

artful — clever at deceiving people

acumen — the ability to think quickly and make good judgments

assiduity — formal someone who has this is very careful to make sure that
smth. is done properly

embezzlement — the act of stealing money from the place where you work

2.
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While reading the story give English equivalents for the following:

JIOTOBOPUTHCS O TIPUMEPKE
B3TJISIHYTh HA HAPYYHBIC YaChl
3BIYHO KPUKHYTh

OpocUTh HEOPEIKHBIN B3IIISIT

HE BBIKA3bIBaTh MPU3HAKOB KU3HU
HY)KHO HE TEPATh CaM0O00IaTaHusI
CIEPKUBATh SMOIUN
MHOTO3HAYHUTEIILHO 3aMOT4aTh

COBJIaACIICI]

. OCTPBIN Ha SA3BIK

. HE Ha3bIBasi HUKAKUX UMEH

. caMa pecreKTadeIbHOCTh

. OZTHOJIETHUE YU MHOTOJIETHUE PACTCHUS
. CYLLIECTBEHHO YBEJIMYUTH MPUOBLITH

. C TOJIOBOW OKYHYTBCS B PEJINTHIO
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16. ceirpaTh poJib yOUTOrO ropeM MyKa

17. paccMatpuBaTh BO3MOKHOCTb

18. paspIrpaTh UMCTOCEPACUHOE MPU3HAHUE

19. moxmonoTats 0O Jeie

3. Say whether the following statements are true or false in reference to
the text:

1. Miss Hartnell started life as a lady’s maid.

2. Mrs. Spenlow wasn’t at home because she had forgotten about the
appointment with the dressmaker.

3. When Miss Hartnell looked through the windows and saw Mrs. Spenlow
dead, both women ran away in terror.

4. Miss Hartnell suspected smth. about Mr. Spenlow at once.
5. The police didn’t allow the suspicion to fall on Mr. Spenlow.

6. Police Constable Palk wasn’t surprised to find out that Miss Marple was
aware of the crime and even knew the details.

7. Miss Marple didn’t call Mr. Spenlow at 2.30
8. Miss Marple was out when Mr. Spenlow paid her a visit.

9. Mr. Spenlow never intended to live in the country but did so, on account
of his wife, who had always been attached to flowers.

10. This had been Mrs. Spenlow’s first marriage.

11. Mrs. Spenlow spent all the money she had inherited and now lived at her
husband’s expense.

12. Mrs. Spenlow was an atheist.

13. The police couldn’t trace the calls.

14. The police never thought of Tom Gerard as another possible murderer.
15. Tom Gerard once embezzled a sum of money.

16. Mrs. Spenlow was a married woman working as secretary at Sir Robert
Abercrombie’s place when there was a jewel robbery.

17. Opinion in police circles was that the son of Sir Robert Abercrombie had
an affair with Mrs. Spenlow.

4. Discussion points:
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1). Who was the first on the scene of the crime and how did they happen to
be there? What did they do?

2). How can you explain the fact that Mr. Spenlow didn’t seem surprised at
all on learning about his wife’s death? Do you agree with the police that it looked
very suspicious?

3). How did Miss Marple get to know about the event?
4). Why did Constable Palk pay a visit to Miss Marple?
5). Can we say that Mrs. Spenlow had a business streak?

6). Do you think the Spenlows made a good couple and were both happily
married?

7). What was wrong with the phone call to Mr. Spenlow? What are your
suppositions?

8). Why was the name of Tom Gerard mentioned by the police?

9). Why did the policemen need to consult Miss Marple for the second time?
Do you believe they’ll find the murderer?

10). Who do you suspect of committing the murder?
11). Did you recognize the voice of the narrator? How would you
characterize the way the story was read out?
Part 11

1. Listen to the second part of the story and give English equivalents for
the following:

1. 3ro0 KOHUACHIMATHHBINA PA3TOBOP.
(UHAHCOBBIN BOMPOC
OH HEMaJIo ¢ ATOTO MOJYUHT.

NpeCTYIUICHUE MPUMHILYT Oposire

2

3

4

5. mepeBecTH JbIXaHUE
6. 5TO HaBeBaeT HEKOTOPBIM OIPEIEICHHBIE MBICITH
7. Ha MecTe NpecTyIUICHUS

8. Kak Takas MpICIIb MOTJIa IPUITH PEOCHKY B TOJOBY?
9. Yro MOTJIO MOCTYKHUTh ATOMY TOTUYKOM?

10. VBepsto Bac, s 04EHb OCTPO MEPEKUBAIO €€ YTPaTy.
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11.
12,
13.
14,
15.
16.
17.

2.

51 HEe MOry BCHOMHUTB 3TO Ha3BaHUE.

Ha B3IVISAJ MYKYHHbI

OH y»e Hayas JorajblBaThCs.
[IpectynuieHne UMeeT JaBHIOK UCTOPHUIO.
Yrto OBl OH HM JI€1a]1, Y HETO BCE MOJIy4aJIOCh.
JleHbI'u K JIeHbIraM.

Y TJIa30M HE MOPTHYTh

Say whether the following statements are true or false in reference to

the recording:

1.

2.
saying.

© 0o N o g ~ W

Colonel Melchett didn’t remember Miss Marple at all.

The two policemen came to Miss Marple to find out what people were

Everyone in the village was sure of Mr. Spenlow’s guilt.

The Spenlows had quarreled a lot before the murder.

Tom Gerard was a very attractive young man.

Tom Gerard took the two twenty-seven down train.

Mr. Spenlow had always been a very attentive husband.

Miss Marple was sure that Miss Hartnell could help Inspector Slack.

Mr. Spenlow was surprised by the village gossips about him.

. Mr. Spenlow chose the follower of a Chinese philosopher.

. Miss Politt lived in the flat near the post office.

. Miss Marple wanted to have a new grey dress made.

. Colonel Melchett picked up a pin in Miss Politt’s house.

. Miss Marple gave a clear explanation how the crime had been performed.
. Miss Politt and Mrs. Spenlow had once been participators in the murder.

. Mrs. Spenlow was ready to clear her breast.

. Miss Politt was a very shrewd woman and couldn’t’ be easily taken in.

. Colonel Melchett didn’t believe a word Miss Marple said.

Discussion points:
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1). How did the two policemen (Inspector Slack and Constable Palk) treat
Miss Marple? How can you account for it? Why did the head of St. Mary Mead’s
police station still remember Miss Marple?

2). What can you say about the methods of investigation the police used?
When and how did Miss Marple hint at something that the policemen couldn’t
understand?

3). Why did Miss Marple speak to Mr. Spenlow in the tone in which she
spoke to her grandnephew, aged three?

4). Why didn’t Miss Marple at once go through the door of the post-office?

5). How did Miss Marple trace the murderer? How long did it take her? How
long do you think it would take the police if Miss Marple didn’t help them?
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Tape-Measure Murder

‘Tape-Measure Murder’ was first published in the USA in This
Week, 16 November 1941, and then as ‘The Case of the Retired
Jeweller’ in Strand Magazine, February 1942.

Miss Politt took hold of the knocker and rapped politely on the cottage door.
After a discreet interval she knocked again. The parcel under her left arm shifted a
little as she did so, and she readjusted it. Inside the parcel was Mrs. Spenlow’s new
green winter dress, ready for fitting. From Miss Politt’s left hand dangled a bag of
black silk, containing a tape measure, a pincushion, and a large, practical pair of
scissors.

Miss Politt was tall and gaunt, with a sharp nose, pursed lips, and meagre
iron-grey hair. She hesitated before using the knocker for the third time. Glancing
down the street, she saw a figure rapidly approaching. Miss Hartnell, jolly, weather-
beaten, fifty-five, shouted out in her usual loud bass voice, ‘Good afternoon, Miss
Politt!”

The dressmaker answered, ‘Good afternoon, Miss Hartnell.” Her voice was
excessively thin and genteel in its accents. She had started life as a lady’s maid.
‘Excuse me,” she went on, ‘but do you happen to know if by any chance Mrs.
Spenlow isn’t at home?’

‘Not the least idea,” said Miss Hartnell.

‘It’s rather awkward, you see. | was to fit on Mrs. Spenlow’s new dress this
afternoon. Three-thirty, she said.’

Miss Hartnell consulted her wrist watch. ‘It’s a little past the half-hour now.’

“Yes. | have knocked three times, but there doesn’t seem to be any answer, so
I was wondering if perhaps Mrs. Spenlow might have gone out and forgotten. She
doesn’t forget appointments as a rule, and she wants the dress to wear the day after
tomorrow.’

Miss Hartnell entered the gate and walked up the path to join Miss Politt
outside the door of Laburnum Cottage.

‘Why doesn’t Gladys answer the door?’ she demanded. ‘Oh, no, of course,
it’s Thursday — Gladys’s day out. | expect Mrs. Spenlow has fallen asleep. | don’t
expect you’ve made enough noise with this thing.’

Seizing the knocker, she executed a deafening rat-a-tat-tat, and in addition
thumped upon the panels of the door. She also called out in a stentorian voice,
‘What ho, within there!”

There was no response.
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Miss Politt murmured, ‘Oh, | think Mrs. Spenlow must have forgotten and
gone out, I’ll call round some other time.” She began edging away down the path.

‘Nonsense,” said Miss Hartnell firmly. ‘She can’t have gone out. I’d have met
her. I’ll just take a look through the windows and see if | can find any signs of life.’

She laughed in her usual hearty manner, to indicate that it was a joke, and
applied a perfunctory glance to the nearest window-pane — perfunctory because she
knew quite well that the front room was seldom used, Mr. and Mrs. Spenlow
preferring the small back sitting-room.

Perfunctory as it was, though, it succeeded in its object. Miss Hartnell, it is
true, saw no signs of life. On the contrary, she saw, through the window, Mrs.
Spenlow lying on the hearthrug — dead.

‘Of course,” said Miss Hartnell, telling the story afterwards, ‘I managed to
keep my head. That Politt creature wouldn’t have had the least idea of what to do.
“Got to keep our heads,” | said to her. “You stay here, and I’'ll go for Constable
Palk.” She said something about not wanting to be left, but | paid no attention at all.
One has to be firm with that sort of person. I’ve always found they enjoy making a
fuss. So | was just going off when, at that very moment, Mr. Spenlow came round
the corner of the house.’

Here Miss Hartnell made a significant pause. It enabled her audience to ask
breathlessly, “Tell me, how did he look?’

Miss Hartnell would then go on, ‘Frankly, | suspected something at once! He
was far too calm. He didn’t seem surprised in the least. And you may say what you
like, it isn’t natural for a man to hear that his wife is dead and display no emotion
whatever.’

Everybody agreed with this statement.

The police agreed with it, too. So suspicious did they consider Mr. Spenlow’s
detachment, that they lost no time in ascertaining how that gentleman was situated
as a result of his wife’s death. When they discovered that Mrs. Spenlow had been
the monied partner, and that her money went to her husband under a will made soon
after their marriage, they were more suspicious than ever.

Miss Marple, that sweet-faced — and, some said, vinegar-tongued — elderly
spinster who lived in the house next to the rectory, was interviewed very early —
within half an hour of the discovery of the crime. She was approached by Police
Constable Palk, importantly thumbing a notebook. ‘If you don’t mind, ma’am, I’ve
a few questions to ask you.’

Miss Marple said, ‘In connection with the murder of Mrs. Spenlow?’

Palk was startled. ‘May | ask, madam, how you got to know of it?’

“The fish,” said Miss Marple.
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The reply was perfectly intelligible to Constable Palk. He assumed correctly
that the fishmonger’s boy had brought it, together with Miss Marple’s evening meal.

Miss Marple continued gently. ‘Lying on the floor in the sitting-room,
strangled — possibly by a very narrow belt. But whatever it was, it was taken away.’

Palk’s face was wrathful. ‘How that young Fred gets to know everything -’

Miss Marple cut him short adroitly. She said, “There’s a pin in your tunic.’

Constable Palk looked down, startled. He said, ‘“They do say, “See a pin and
pick it up, all the day you’ll have good luck.”

‘I hope that will come true. Now what is it you want me to tell you?’

Constable Palk cleared his throat, looked important, and consulted his
notebook. ‘Statement was made to me by Mr. Arthur Spenlow, husband of the
deceased. Mr. Spenlow says that at two-thirty, as far as he can say, he was rung up
by Miss Marple, and asked if he would come over at a quarter past three as she was
anxious to consult him about something. Now, ma’am, is that true?’

‘Certainly not,” said Miss Marple.

“You did not ring up Mr. Spenlow at two-thirty?’

‘Neither at two-thirty nor any other time.’

‘Ah,” said Constable Palk, and sucked his moustache with a good deal of
satisfaction.

‘“What else did Mr. Spenlow say?’

‘Mr. Spenlow’s statement was that he came over here as requested, leaving
his own house at ten minutes past three; that on arrival here he was informed by the
maid-servant that Miss Marple was “not at ‘ome”.’

‘That part of it is true,” said Miss Marple. ‘He did come here, but | was at
a meeting at the Women’s Institute.’

‘Ah,” said Constable Palk again.

Miss Marple exclaimed, ‘Do tell me, Constable, do you suspect Mr.
Spenlow?’

‘It’s not for me to say at this stage, but it looks to me as though
somebody,naming no names, has been trying to be artful.’

Miss Marple said thoughtfully, ‘Mr. Spenlow?’

She liked Mr. Spenlow. He was a small, spare man, stiff and conventional in
speech, the acme of respectability. It seemed odd that he should have come to live in
the country, he had so clearly lived in towns all his life. To Miss Marple he confided
the reason. He said, ‘I have always intended, ever since | was a small boy, to live in
the country some day and have a garden of my own. | have always been very much
attached to flowers. My wife, you know,kept a flower shop. That’s where | saw her
first.’
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A dry statement, but it opened up a vista of romance. A younger, prettier Mrs.
Spenlow, seen against a background of flowers.

Mr. Spenlow, however, really knew nothing about flowers. He had no idea of
seeds, of cuttings, of bedding out, of annuals or perennials. He had only a vision — a
vision of a small cottage garden thickly planted with sweet-smelling, brightly
coloured blossoms. He had asked, almost pathetically, for instruction, and had noted
down Miss Marple’s replies to questions in a little book.

He was a man of quiet method. It was, perhaps, because of this trait, that the
police were interested in him when his wife was found murdered. With patience and
perseverance they learned a good deal about the late Mrs...Spenlow — and soon all St
Mary Mead knew it, too.

The late Mrs. Spenlow had begun life as a between-maid in a large house. She
had left that position to marry the second gardener, and with him had started a
flower shop in London. The shop had prospered. Not so the gardener, who before
long had sickened and died.

His widow carried on the shop and enlarged it in an ambitious way. She had
continued to prosper. Then she had sold the business at a handsome price and
embarked upon matrimony for the second time — with Mr. Spenlow, a middle-aged
jeweller who had inherited a small and struggling business. Not long afterwards,
they had sold the business and came down to St Mary Mead.

Mrs. Spenlow was a well-to-do woman. The profits from her florist’s
establishment she had invested — “under spirit guidance’, as she explained to all and
sundry. The spirits had advised her with unexpected acumen.

All her investments had prospered, some in quite a sensational
fashion.Instead, however, of this increasing her belief in spiritualism, Mrs. Spenlow
basely deserted mediums and sittings, and made a brief but wholehearted plunge
into an obscure religion with Indian affinities which was based on various forms of
deep breathing. When, however, she arrived at St Mary Mead, she had relapsed into
a period of orthodox Church-of-England beliefs. She was a good deal at the
vicarage, and attended church services with assiduity. She patronized the village
shops, took an interest in the local happenings, and played village bridge.

A humdrum, everyday life. And — suddenly — murder.

Colonel Melchett, the chief constable, had summoned Inspector Slack.

Slack was a positive type of man. When he had made up his mind, he was
sure. He was quite sure now.

‘Husband did it, sir,” he said.

“You think so?’
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‘Quite sure of it. You’ve only got to look at him. Guilty as hell. Never
showed a sign of grief or emotion. He came back to the house knowing she was
dead.’

“Wouldn’t he at least have tried to act the part of the distracted husband?’

‘Not him, sir. Too pleased with himself. Some gentlemen can’t act. Too stiff.’

‘Any other woman in his life?’

Colonel Melchett asked. ‘Haven’t been able to find any trace of one. Of
course, he’s the artful kind. He’d cover his tracks. As | see it, he was just fed up
with his wife. She’d got the money, and | should say was a trying woman to live
with — always taking up with some “ism” or other. He cold-bloodedly decided to do
away with her and live comfortably on his own.’

“Yes, that could be the case, I suppose.’

‘Depend upon it, that was it. Made his plans careful. Pretended to get a phone
call -’

Melchett interrupted him. *‘No call been traced?’

‘No, sir. That means either that he lied, or that the call was put through from a
public telephone booth. The only two public phones in the village are at the station
and the post office. Post office it certainly wasn’t. Mrs. Blade sees everyone who
comes in. Station it might be. Train arrives at two twenty-seven and there’s a bit of a
bustle then. But the main thing is he says it was Miss Marple who called him up,
and that certainly isn’t true. The call didn’t come from her house, and she herself
was away at the Institute.’

“You’re not overlooking the possibility that the husband was deliberately got
out of the way — by someone who wanted to murder Mrs. Spenlow?’

“You’re thinking of young Ted Gerard, aren’t you, sir? I’ve been working on
him — what we’re up against there is lack of motive. He doesn’t stand to gain
anything.’

‘He’s an undesirable character, though. Quite a pretty little spot of
embezzlement to his credit.’

‘I’m not saying he isn’t a wrong "un. Still, he did go to his boss and own up to
that embezzlement. And his employers weren’t wise to it.”

‘An Oxford Grouper,” said Melchett. “Yes, sir. Became a convert and went off
to do the straight thing and own up to having pinched money. I’m not saying, mind
you, that it mayn’t have been astuteness. He may have thought he was suspected and
decided to gamble on honest repentance.’

“You have a sceptical mind, Slack,” said Colonel Melchett. ‘By the way have
you talked to Miss Marple at all?’

‘What’s she got to do with it, sir?’
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‘Oh, nothing. But she hears things, you know. Why don’t you go and have a
chat with her? She’s a very sharp old lady.’

Slack changed the subject. ‘One thing I’ve been meaning to ask you, sir. That
domestic-service job where the deceased started her career — Sir Robert
Abercrombie’s place. That’s where that jewel robbery was — emeralds — worth a
packet. Never got them. I’ve been looking it up — must have happened when the
Spenlow woman was there, though she’d have been quite a girl at the time. Don’t
think she was mixed up in it, do you, sir? Spenlow, you know, was one of those
little tuppenny-ha’penny jewellers — just the chap for a fence.’

Melchett shook his head. ‘Don’t think there’s anything in that. She didn’t
even know Spenlow at the time. | remember the case. Opinion in police circles was
that a son of the house was mixed up in it — Jim Abercrombie —awful young waster.
Had a pile of debts, and just after the robbery they were all paid off — some rich
woman, so they said, but | don’t know — Old Abercrombie hedged a bit about the
case — tried to call the police off.’

‘It was just an idea, sir,” said Slack.

Miss Marple received Inspector Slack with gratification, especially when she
heard that he had been sent by Colonel Melchett.

‘Now, really, that is very kind of Colonel Melchett. | didn’t know he
remembered me.’

‘He remembers you, all right. Told me that what you didn’t know of what
goes on in St Mary Mead isn’t worth knowing.’

“Too kind of him, but really I don’t know anything at all. About this murder,
I mean.’

“You know what the talk about it is.’

‘Oh, of course — but it wouldn’t do, would it, to repeat just idle talk?’

Slack said, with an attempt at geniality, ‘This isn’t an official conversation,
you know. It’s in confidence, so to speak.’

“You mean you really want to know what people are saying? Whether there’s
any truth in it or not?’

‘That’s the idea.’

‘Well, of course, there’s been a great deal of talk and speculation. And there
are really two distinct camps, if you understand me. To begin with, there are the
people who think that the husband did it. A husband or a wife is, in a way, the
natural person to suspect, don’t you think so?’

‘Maybe,’ said the inspector cautiously.

‘Such close quarters, you know. Then, so often, the money angle. | hear that it
was Mrs. Spenlow who had the money, and therefore Mr. Spenlow does benefit by
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her death. In this wicked world I’m afraid the most uncharitable assumptions are
often justified.’

‘He comes into a tidy sum, all right.”

‘Just so. It would seem quite plausible, wouldn’t it, for him to strangle her,
leave the house by the back, come across the fields to my house, ask for me and
pretend he’d had a telephone call from me, then go back and find his wife murdered
in his absence — hoping, of course, that the crime would be put down to some tramp
or burglar.”

The inspector nodded. “What with the money angle — and if they’d been on
bad terms lately -’

But Miss Marple interrupted him. ‘Oh, but they hadn’t.’

“You know that for a fact?’

‘Everyone would have known if they’d quarrelled! The maid, Gladys Brent —
she’d have soon spread it round the village.”

The inspector said feebly, ‘She mightn’t have known -’ and received a
pitying smile in reply.

Miss Marple went on. ‘And then there’s the other school of thought. Ted
Gerard. A good-looking young man. I’m afraid, you know, that good looks are
inclined to influence one more than they should. Our last curate but one —quite
a magical effect! All the girls came to church — evening service as well as morning.
And many older women became unusually active in parish work — and the slippers
and scarfs that were made for him! Quite embarrassing for the poor young man.

‘But let me see, where was 1I? Oh, yes, this young man, Ted Gerard. Of
course, there has been talk about him. He’s come down to see her so often. Though
Mrs Spenlow told me herself that he was a member of what | think they call the
Oxford Group. A religious movement. They are quite sincere and very earnest, |
believe, and Mrs. Spenlow was impressed by it all.’

Miss Marple took a breath and went on. ‘And I’m sure there was no reason to
believe that there was anything more in it than that, but you know what people are.
Quite a lot of people are convinced that Mrs. Spenlow was infatuated with the
young man, and that she’d lent him quite a lot of money. And it’s perfectly true that
he was actually seen at the station that day. In the train — the two twenty-seven down
train. But of course it would be quite easy, wouldn’t it, to slip out of the other side
of the train and go through the cutting and over the fence and round by the hedge
and never come out of the station entrance at all. So that he need not have been seen
going to the cottage. And, of course, people do think that what Mrs. Spenlow was
wearing was rather peculiar.’

‘Peculiar?”’
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‘A kimono. Not a dress.” Miss Marple blushed. ‘That sort of thing, you know,
IS, perhaps, rather suggestive to some people.’

“You think it was suggestive?’

‘Oh, no, I don’t think so, I think it was perfectly natural.’

“You think it was natural?’

‘Under the circumstances, yes.” Miss Marple’s glance was cool and reflective.

Inspector Slack said, ‘It might give us another motive for the husband.
Jealousy.’

‘Oh, no, Mr Spenlow would never be jealous. He’s not the sort of man who
notices things. If his wife had gone away and left a note on the pincushion, it would
be the first he’d know of anything of that kind.’

Inspector Slack was puzzled by the intent way she was looking at him. He had
an idea that all her conversation was intended to hint at something he didn’t
understand. She said now, with some emphasis, ‘Didn’t you find any clues,
Inspector — on the spot?’

‘People don’t leave fingerprints and cigarette ash nowadays, Miss Marple.’

‘But this, I think,” she suggested, ‘was an old-fashioned crime -’

Slack said sharply, “Now what do you mean by that?’

Miss Marple remarked slowly, ‘I think, you know, that Constable Palk could
help you. He was the first person on the — on the “scene of the crime”, as they say.’

Mr Spenlow was sitting in a deck chair. He looked bewildered. He said, in his
thin, precise voice, ‘I may, of course, be imagining what occurred. My hearing is not
as good as it was. But | distinctly think | heard a small boy call after me, “Yah,
who’s a Crippen?” It — it conveyed the impression to me that he was of the opinion
that | had — had killed my dear wife.’

Miss Marple, gently snipping off a dead rose head, said, ‘That was the
Impression he meant to convey, no doubt.’

‘But what could possibly have put such an idea into a child’s head?’ Miss
Marple coughed. ‘Listening, no doubt, to the opinions of his elders.’

“You - you really mean that other people think that, also?”

‘Quite half the people in St Mary Mead.’

‘But — my dear lady — what can possibly have given rise to such an idea? |
was sincerely attached to my wife. She did not, alas, take to living in the country as
much as | had hoped she would do, but perfect agreement on every subject is an
impossible idea. | assure you | feel her loss very keenly.’

‘Probably. But if you will excuse my saying so, you don’t sound as though
you do.’

Mr. Spenlow drew his meagre frame up to its full height. ‘My dear lady,

many years ago | read of a certain Chinese philosopher who, when his dearly loved
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wife was taken from him, continued calmly to beat a gong in the street — a
customary Chinese pastime, | presume — exactly as usual. The people of the city
were much impressed by his fortitude.’

‘But,” said Miss Marple, ‘the people of St Mary Mead react rather differently.
Chinese philosophy does not appeal to them.”

‘But you understand?’

Miss Marple nodded. ‘My Uncle Henry,” she explained, ‘was a man of
unusual self-control. His motto was “Never display emotion”. He, too, was very
fond of flowers.’

‘l was thinking,” said Mr. Spenlow with something like eagerness, ‘that |
might, perhaps, have a pergola on the west side of the cottage. Pink roses and,
perhaps, wisteria. And there is a white starry flower, whose name for the moment
escapes me -’

In the tone in which she spoke to her grandnephew, aged three, Miss Marple
said, ‘I have a very nice catalogue here, with pictures. Perhaps you would like to
look through it — | have to go up to the village.’

Leaving Mr Spenlow sitting happily in the garden with his catalogue, Miss
Marple went up to her room, hastily rolled up a dress in a piece of brown paper, and,
leaving the house, walked briskly up to the post office. Miss Politt, the dressmaker,
lived in the rooms over the post office.

But Miss Marple did not at once go through the door and up the stairs. It was
just two-thirty, and, a minute late, the Much Benham bus drew up outside the post
office door. It was one of the events of the day in St Mary Mead. The postmistress
hurried out with parcels, parcels connected with the shop side of her business, for
the post office also dealt in sweets, cheap books, and children’s toys.

For some four minutes Miss Marple was alone in the post office. Not till the
postmistress returned to her post did Miss Marple go upstairs and explain to Miss
Politt that she wanted her old grey crepe altered and made more fashionable if that
were possible. Miss Politt promised to see what she could do.

* * %

The chief constable was rather astonished when Miss Marple’s name was
brought to him. She came in with many apologies. ‘So sorry — so very sorry to
disturb you. You are so busy, | know, but then you have always been so very kind,
Colonel Melchett, and | felt | would rather come to you instead of Inspector Slack.
For one thing, you know, | should hate Constable Palk to get into any trouble.
Strictly speaking, | suppose he shouldn’t have touched anything at all.’

Colonel Melchett was slightly bewildered. He said, ‘Palk? That’s the St Mary
Mead constable, isn’t it? What has he been doing?’
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‘He picked up a pin, you know. It was in his tunic. And it occurred to me at
the time that it was quite probable he had actually picked it up in Mrs. Spenlow’s
house.’

‘Quite, quite. But after all, you know, what’s a pin? Matter of fact he did pick
the pin up just by Mrs. Spenlow’s body. Came and told Slack about it yesterday —
you put him up to that, I gather? Oughtn’t to have touched anything, of course, but
as | said, what’s a pin? It was only a common pin. Sort of thing any woman might
use.’

‘Oh, no, Colonel Melchett, that’s where you’re wrong. To a man’s eye,
perhaps, it looked like an ordinary pin, but it wasn’t. It was a special pin, a very thin
pin, the kind you buy by the box, the kind used mostly by dressmakers.’

Melchett stared at her, a faint light of comprehension breaking in on him.
Miss Marple nodded her head several times, eagerly.

“Yes, of course. It seems to me so obvious. She was in her kimono because
she was going to try on her new dress, and she went into the front room, and Miss
Politt just said something about measurements and put the tape measure round her
neck — and then all she’d have to do was to cross it and pull — quite easy, so I’ve
heard. And then, of course, she’d go outside and pull the door to and stand there
knocking as though she’d just arrived. But the pin shows she’d already been in the
house.’

‘And it was Miss Politt who telephoned to Spenlow?’

“Yes. From the post office at two-thirty — just when the bus comes and the
post office would be empty.’

Colonel Melchett said, ‘But my dear Miss Marple, why? In heaven’s name,
why? You can’t have a murder without a motive.’

‘Well, I think, you know, Colonel Melchett, from all I’ve heard, that the crime
dates from a long time back. It reminds me, you know, of my two cousins, Antony
and Gordon. Whatever Antony did always went right for him, and with poor Gordon
it was just the other way about. Race horses went lame, and stocks went down, and
property depreciated. As | see it, the two women were in it together.’

‘In what?’

“The robbery. Long ago. Very valuable emeralds, so I’ve heard. The lady’s
maid and the tweeny. Because one thing hasn’t been explained — how, when the
tweeny married the gardener, did they have enough money to set up a flower shop?

“The answer is, it was her share of the — the swag, | think is the right
expression. Everything she did turned out well. Money made money. But the other
one, the lady’s maid, must have been unlucky. She came down to being just a
village dressmaker. Then they met again. Quite all right at first, | expect, until Mr

Ted Gerard came on the scene.
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‘Mrs Spenlow, you see, was already suffering from conscience, and was
inclined to be emotionally religious. This young man no doubt urged her to “face
up” and to “come clean” and | dare say she was strung up to do it. But Miss Politt
didn’t see it that way. All she saw was that she might go to prison for a robbery she
had committed years ago. So she made up her mind to put a stop to it all. I’m afraid,
you know, that she was always rather a wicked woman. | don’t believe she’d have
turned a hair if that nice, stupid Mrs. Spenlow had been hanged.’

Colonel Melchett said slowly, ‘We can — er — verify your theory — up to a
point. The identity of the Politt woman with the lady’s maid at the Abercrombies’,
but -’

Miss Marple reassured him. ‘It will be all quite easy. She’s the kind of
woman who will break down at once when she’s taxed with the truth. And then, you
see, I’ve got her tape measure. | — er — abstracted it yesterday when I was trying on.
When she misses it and thinks the police have got it — well, she’s quite an ignorant
woman and she’ll think it will prove the case against her in some way.’

She smiled at him encouragingly. “You’ll have no trouble, | can assure you.’

It was the tone in which his favourite aunt had once assured him that he could
not fail to pass his entrance examination into Sandhurst.

And he had passed.

4. Comment on the following phrases and say in reference to what Miss
Marple used them:

1). In this wicked world the most uncharitable assumptions are often justified.

2). Good looks are inclined to influence one more than they should.

95



A FINAL DISCUSSION ON AGATHA CHRISTIE

1. Do you think that the films you saw convey the atmosphere of
A. Christie’s books?

2. What is preferable for you: reading her books or watching the films made
after them? Why?

3. Read some books by A. Christie out of the list that follows and make
a report on them.

With 66 books spread out over multiple series, including short stories and
standalones, reading the Agatha Christie books in order can be a monumetal task.
To make it easier, they were broken down by series below.

#1 The Hercule Poirot Books

For the Hercule Poirot series, you should read these Agatha Christie books in
order of publication.

While most of these books feature individual cases that conclude by the
ending of the book, if you choose to read them in publication order, you will witness
Christie’s growth as an author. As well, you will be able to experience Hercule
Poirot’s career as a detective in the way Christie intended. Some books also feature
references to earlier cases.

The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920)

The Murder on the Links (1923)

Poirot Investigates (1924) (Short Story)

The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926)

The Big Four (1927)

The Mystery of the Blue Train (1928)

Black Coffee (1930) (Originally a play)

Peril at End House (1932)

Lord Edgware Dies / Thirteen at Dinner (1933)
Murder on the Orient Express / Murder in the Calais Coach (1934)
. Three Act Tragedy / Murder in Three Acts (1934)
Death in the Clouds / Death in the Air (1935)
The A.B.C. Murders (1936)

Murder in Mesopotamia (1936)

Cards on the Table (1936)

Dumb Witness / Poirot Loses A Client (1937)
Death on the Nile (1937)

Appointment with Death (1938)
96

=

©ooNOo O WN

el e el ol el
© N Ok wDdBE O


https://www.amazon.com/Mysterious-Affair-Styles-Hercule-Poirots-ebook/dp/B01D3FWLBO?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635888833&sr=8-3&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=0793516fc178d9f2c18fd7d439f5c8c7&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Murder-Links-Hercule-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0525565086?crid=3NYD5KXG010WB&keywords=The+Murder+on+the+Links&qid=1635889111&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&sprefix=the+murder+on+the+links%2Caps%2C183&sr=8-1&sres=0525565086%2C1734452552%2CB07MTSGPY5%2CB004G5ZJHY%2CB07MZCY5PQ%2CB08DDK4T2Y%2CB08T4MLTM5%2C1609425065%2CB09J93ZM5S%2CB08642P47W%2CB098YLSCBN%2CB0853D63TH%2CB0042JG7B6%2C1635916615%2CB09K5N6Y42%2CB09KVKHK9Q&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=8048dbcde71f1e6f6b6bc45bf14d4747&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Poirot-Investigates-Hercule-Mystery-Classics/dp/1736062883?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=2c9d5f60e0b47e77a6aa33a63a938b99&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Murder-Roger-Ackroyd-Hercule-Mysteries/dp/0062986139?crid=2W4LAWF19ZFLR&keywords=The+Murder+of+Roger+Ackroyd&qid=1635889165&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=books&sprefix=the+murder+of+roger+ackroyd%2Cstripbooks%2C183&sr=1-1&sres=0062986139%2C0007451563%2C2808017219%2C0517468522%2CB0042N1P4Q%2C0002315092%2C1602594953%2CB00TEDJ3JI%2C0007250614%2C0593466365%2C0008158614%2CB096YKV82D%2C0062073494%2CB08DDWF8RB%2CB085GF51ZS%2C177409164X&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=7b29633687cacf57422c80cd519e62b1&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Big-Four-Hercule-Poirot-Mystery-ebook/dp/B000FC10T8?crid=O248XUGACBT5&dchild=1&keywords=The+Big+Four&qid=1635889181&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=books&sprefix=the+big+four%2Cstripbooks%2C140&sr=1-1&sres=0062073877%2C1523098015%2C1340225530%2C0828025215%2CB07565MYD1%2CB09KN4JLJH%2C164827630X%2CB09K1TYL2X%2C1503716953%2C1948197081%2CB09JY9Z3LB%2C1643588230%2CB09989W6LL%2C1647225124%2C1948197367%2CB000133Q2U&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=64ec6efb0bae54ac19b53f9ddfcd5655&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Mystery-Blue-Train-Hercule-Mysteries/dp/0062073974?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=f48b0d22843e547b7344e57c973b43d2&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Black-Coffee-Agatha-Christie/dp/0573702349?crid=8FY64FECL5CP&keywords=black+coffee+agatha+christie&qid=1635889306&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=books&sprefix=Black+Coffee%2Cstripbooks%2C154&sr=1-1&sres=0573702349%2C0573110255%2C8401461812%2C0008129525%2CB007XJ75VS%2CB008GZWEVO%2CB09KWFKFGH%2CB08DDWF8RB%2CB008GZWRGG%2CB008GZWBK8%2CB008GZWD60%2C0062073710%2C1838660690%2CB008GZW2MA%2CB0135Q6I1A%2CB088NZL2PJ&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=f8b3efee5ca44826157b4162b0197cfa&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Peril-End-House-Hercule-Mystery-ebook/dp/B000FC1PF2?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=786eedb2480f88d3821128f5df3b5307&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Lord-Edgware-Dies-Hercule-Mysteries/dp/0062073893?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=0001c1a75ee202ef654ae6adaaabfa46&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Murder-Orient-Express-Hercule-Mysteries/dp/0062689665?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=8c9c1d708b7d5a6ec28a2f53065b0d2b&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Three-Act-Tragedy-Hercule-Mysteries/dp/0062073834?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=7f14c68680f9bf9679e3d5713634a2cf&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Death-Clouds-Hercule-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062073745?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=5b1a37f661cd58120938654b4a7e568c&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/B-C-Murders-Hercule-Mystery/dp/0062073583?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=1abac6b72a443f471d4ee950aa732b65&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Murder-Mesopotamia-Hercule-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062073907?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=cedaffd2ab205612f20dd42d37abb711&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Cards-Table-Hercule-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062073737?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=bd58e25605a57955a535a835f18f1d8e&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Dumb-Witness-Hercule-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062073753?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=dfafda57f8c78e8f48120cac042a7783&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Death-Nile-Hercule-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062073559?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=b4ebf4b6bb3b01db4740bfe385eac697&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Appointment-Death-Agatha-Christie/dp/0573110190?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=b56caaae91346771622b0435715d318f&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl

19. Hercule Poirot’s Christmas / Holiday for Murder / Murder for
Christmas (1938)

20. One, Two, Buckle My Shoe / Overdose of Death (1940)

21. Sad Cypress (1940)

22. Evil Under the Sun (1941)

23. Five Little Pigs / Murder in Retrospect (1942)

24. The Hollow / Murder After Hours (1946)

25. Taken at the Flood (1948)

26. Mrs. McGinty’s Dead / Blood Will Tell (1952)

27. After the Funeral / Funerals Are Fatal (1953)

28. Hickory Dickory Dock (1955)

29. Dead Man’s Folly (1956)

30. Cat Among the Pigeons (1959)

31. The Clocks (1963)

32. Third Girl (1966)

33. Hallowe’en Party (1969)

34. Elephants Can Remember (1972)

35. Curtain (1975)

#2 The Hercule Poirot Collections

The Hercule Poirot Collections are all short fiction written by Agatha Christie
about her most famous detective, Hercule Poirot. These books are best read in the
order of publication.

Murder in the Mews: Four Cases of Hercule Poirot (1937)
The Labors of Hercules (1947)

The Under Dog and Other Stories (1951)

The Adventure of the Christmas Pudding (1960)
Double Sin and Other Stories (1961)

The Early Cases of Hercule Poirot (1974)

The Casebook of Hercule Poirot (1984)

The Harlequin Tea Set and Other Stories (1997)
While the Light Lasts and Other Stories (1997)
Hercule Poirot: The Complete Short Stories (2013)
. The Grey Cells of Mr. Poirot (2020)
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#3 The Miss Marple Books

As with Hercule Poirot, it is best to read the Miss Marple Agatha Christie
books in order by publication date.
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https://www.amazon.com/Hercule-Poirots-Christmas-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0063143550?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=7df7018aaa8012a3f5688f94ace4720f&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Hercule-Poirots-Christmas-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0063143550?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=7df7018aaa8012a3f5688f94ace4720f&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/One-Two-Buckle-Shoe-Hercule-ebook/dp/B000FC2NGM?crid=20P1DK2F2TTBH&dchild=1&keywords=one+two+buckle+my+shoe+agatha+christie&qid=1635889623&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=digital-text&sprefix=One%2C+Two%2C+Buckle+My+Shoe+agatha%2Cdigital-text%2C131&sr=1-1&sres=B000FC2NGM%2CB000FC2RSG%2CB000FC1PFW%2CB07MDLMKQB&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=dc63036f3bff8ff8c219c73748faf54d&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Sad-Cypress-Hercule-Poirot-Investigates-ebook/dp/B000FCK9CW?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=bde715a7627d3d030231a457ae1da106&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Evil-Under-Sun-Agatha-Christie/dp/0008362815?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=614fc01eb7e97a9de69cb7b901607412&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Five-Little-published-Murder-Retrospect/dp/0425093255?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=7d2adf26049657f9b7f10d7f1f365f4b&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/HOLLOW_POIROT-PB/dp/0008256101?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=b54d9df6f4ce72ea937e227518a4d4b5&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Taken-Flood-Hercule-Poirot-Mysteries/dp/0062073842?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=9df93af7e7cbac08f3b85116d4b07317&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Mrs-McGintys-Dead-Hercule-Mysteries/dp/0062074083?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=bccec20059510267c9fa5d58f4efea5c&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/After-Funeral-Hercule-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062073826?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=067be212278b92096c614cd9a19779cc&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Hickory-Dickory-Dock-Hercule-Mysteries/dp/0062073966?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=b4b9ae2c262453b969a1df3c760cb70b&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Dead-Mans-Folly-Hercule-Mysteries/dp/0062073885?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=27a751b2ea766be4109469f0b6287b74&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Cat-Among-Pigeons-Hercule-Mysteries/dp/0062073796?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=561db95b4e660a7c4dff5f438b90a39a&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Clocks-Hercule-Poirot-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062073818?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=d55d4635dea6b02bf0630ee22ece9da8&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Third-Girl-Hercule-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062073761?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=671cca374ee37bc72d2cfdae2894e32e&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Halloween-Party-Hercule-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062073958?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=6200bb6b7797aae58c519419c35a55ad&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Elephants-Can-Remember-Hercule-Mysteries/dp/0062074032?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=fadc8495f4c9d172597ccbf0bb92ff0e&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Curtain-Poirots-Hercule-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062074091?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=7b9e1fa51e203b497141f5ea80c3e069&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000FC1PFC?storeType=ebooks&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=3654e5c1eac0ec625f332f8614297ad7&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Labors-Hercules-Hercule-Collection-Mysteries/dp/0062073982?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=83cd5c1e021b25479d3a935769ea00b3&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Under-Dog-Other-Stories-Collection/dp/0062094424?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=df0cd82e5f90b603fe7f44e16bca90e6&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/ADVENTURE-XMAS-PUDDING_PB-Agatha-Christie/dp/0008164983?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=fcad101b0dc9294d29da993d9123a148&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Double-Other-Stories-Agatha-Christie/dp/0062074415?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=988d9168f467a07d3b33d52440011942&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Early-Hercule-Poirot-Agatha-Christie-ebook/dp/B07L3M1MSP?crid=RDZDW4U9ZTXN&dchild=1&keywords=Early+Cases+of+Hercule+Poirot&qid=1635889969&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=digital-text&sprefix=%2Cdigital-text%2C251&sr=1-1&sres=B07L3M1MSP%2CB07NG5VSMT%2CB085GF51ZS%2CB000FCK9DG%2CB009R51W4C%2CB07Y2686PR%2CB000FC1RCI%2CB07MZ9RQT8%2CB07QC8C22B%2CB000FCK9D6%2CB08XBWVNRM%2CB000FC2IZS%2CB000FC1RCS%2CB015GWEG9W%2CB00AQP7D2M%2CB07HNPXD4Z&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=24c5dacc9310821219ef21cc9f9cf33c&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Casebook-Hercule-Poirot-Persei-Publishing-ebook/dp/B08GZHLZCP?crid=JADSGMH1UNYF&dchild=1&keywords=Hercule+Poirots+Casebook&qid=1635890345&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=digital-text&sprefix=hercule+poirots+casebook%2Cdigital-text%2C127&sr=1-1&sres=B08GZHLZCP%2CB08QVSF1Z4%2CB08KPHXGV4&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=4767dacda325ffcc769c571906062c4b&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Harlequin-Stories-Agatha-Christie-Collection-ebook/dp/B008HS0CU0?crid=36OLH5HFPADTA&dchild=1&keywords=The+Harlequin+Tea+Set+and+Other+Stories&qid=1635890390&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=digital-text&sprefix=the+harlequin+tea+set+and+other+stories%2Cdigital-text%2C153&sr=1-1&sres=B008HS0CU0%2CB00OYBW61W%2CB072MFPK5K%2CB01MURKAEJ%2CB00HCQE67I%2CB01HBAENSG%2CB08FZ9RS87%2CB01NBNWXRZ%2CB07KN67XBT%2CB07RPG5YYH%2CB00EM36HHG%2CB07PWFTYXG%2CB07DMMGNZC%2CB087NTR51K%2CB016UG7DV6%2CB083LGVRZM&srpt=ABIS_EBOOKS&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=488f1ea89e1e2c8796f1a8b02822492a&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/While-Light-Lasts-AGATHA-CHRISTIE/dp/000819646X?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=4b7deb8ab05b95c48e2a5c58c8614364&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Hercule-Poirot-Complete-Collection-Mysteries/dp/0062251678?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=3459a590cf6cf376027558487037a1cc&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Grey-Cells-Mr-Poirot-Hercule/dp/1716844657?&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=3efc81d2be58945aac9fc2fd91bbb5cd&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl

Again, most of Christie’s novels can be read as standalone novels; however,
reading them in order of publication will allow you to follow along with the growth
of the characters. This is especially true in the case of amateur detective Miss

Marple.
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The Murder at the Vicarage (1930)
The Body in the Library (1942)
The Moving Finger (1942)

A Murder is Announced (1950)
They Do It with Mirrors (1952)

A Pocket Full of Rye (1953)

4:50 From Paddington (1957)

The Mirror Crack’d from Side to Side (1962)
A Caribbean Mystery (1964)

At Bertram’s Hotel (1965)
Nemesis (1971)

Sleeping Murder (1976)

#4 The Miss Marple Collections

There are also multiple short story collections featuring Miss Marple.
Unfortunately, some of these collections are now out of print and may be difficult to

find.

However, similarly to Hercule Poirot, Miss Marple will return in anew
iteration following an agreement between Agatha Christie Ltd. and HarperCollins.
The new collection will feature 12 short stories written by authors like Leigh
Bardugo, Val McDermid, and many more.

1.
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The Thirteen Problems (1932)

13 Clues for Miss Marple (1966)

Miss Marple’s Final Cases (1979)

Miss Marple: The Complete Short Stories (1985)
Marple: Twelve New Mysteries (2022)

#5 Tommy and Tuppence Books

Agatha Christie’s website says these books are the ones she enjoyed writing
the most. Young detectives Tuppence Cowley and Tommy Beresford are childhood
friends that, after reuniting following the First World War, decide to form a
company together.
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https://www.amazon.com/Murder-Vicarage-Miss-Marple-Mysteries/dp/0062073605?crid=5WSJKVHUNQ0K&keywords=The+Murder+at+the+Vicarage&qid=1635890732&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=books&sprefix=%2Cstripbooks%2C238&sr=1-1&sres=0062073605%2CB009RFG1KM%2CB004G60ASQ%2C0006499619%2CB00QQ2RBH6%2CB0042JG77K%2C0573012911%2CB075VDCD22%2C0007274602%2CB075RGK2HZ%2CB000KJZE1Q%2CB000NIA7M0%2C8427285124%2C9556652590%2C7020064507%2CB00FOPTNDQ&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=14a17d02d3c569511442acbaf8d6e9c4&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Body-Library-Marple-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062073613?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635890732&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=2e634d11fcc793feb8120a1ef8da4c95&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Moving-Finger-Marple-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062073621?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635890732&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=e123749c36936036720f69c375e7bdb8&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Murder-Announced-Leslie-Darbon/dp/0573702454?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635890732&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=8fbf31cf3ae7c9396126e33f1c0a1588&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/They-Do-Mirrors-Mystery-Mysteries-ebook/dp/B000FC1PLG?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635890732&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=cefb84003fe2cc68999e226c8620fd9d&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Pocket-Full-Rye-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062073656?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635890732&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=36538b3f3ba9072c036dd41f6d8528a7&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Paddington-Miss-Marple-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062073664?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635890732&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=59a7c4e226dc7cc1a6ff3d31c2096f0f&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Mirror-Crackd-Side-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062073672?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635890732&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=369ce5576da08919da44433189c2cbf9&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Caribbean-Mystery-Miss-Marple-Mysteries/dp/0062073680?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635890732&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=4382bd141d0fc9c51fdebe521f0b3230&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/At-Bertrams-Hotel-Mystery-Mysteries-ebook/dp/B000FC10P2?crid=20TOAXTS2H6RS&dchild=1&keywords=at+bertrams+hotel+agatha+christie&qid=1635891128&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=books&sprefix=At+Bertram%E2%80%99s+Hotel%2Cstripbooks%2C170&sr=1-1&sres=0062073699%2CB00FBBX42E%2CB0042N8TP4%2CB010MZHWJO%2CB085GF51ZS%2CB00LDWEXDO%2C0006499619%2C0600766233%2C1775322602%2C0006499562%2C0007171145%2CB008DM3XYW%2CB00556WHQE%2C0671804626%2CB004RCU1CE%2C0563552735&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=777c046c899b2272a6fc8c57d1c741bb&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Nemesis-Miss-Marple-Mystery-Mysteries-ebook/dp/B000FC1PM0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=ddca48b43637f12678e824c0e5c6f2b3&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Sleeping-Murder-Marples-Marple-Mysteries/dp/0062073729?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635890732&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=d59f609c2e28dd8abac277979f86b622&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.agathachristie.com/en/news/2021/introducing-a-new-collection-starring-jane-marple
https://www.agathachristie.com/en/news/2021/introducing-a-new-collection-starring-jane-marple
https://www.tlbranson.com/leigh-bardugo-books-in-order/
https://www.tlbranson.com/leigh-bardugo-books-in-order/
https://www.tlbranson.com/val-mcdermid-books-in-order/
https://www.amazon.com/Thirteen-Problems-Miss-Marple/dp/0008196524?keywords=the+thirteen+problems+agatha+christie&qid=1644080022&sprefix=the+thirteen+problem%2Caps%2C236&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=47f7d0ca258926633843cf3a66c328c6&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/MISS-MARPLES-FINAL-CASES-PB/dp/0008196648?crid=1U0ZOZ3TR9B6A&keywords=miss+marple%27s+final+cases+agatha+christie&qid=1644080116&sprefix=miss+marple%27s+final+cases+agatha+christie%2Caps%2C122&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=42f35973d6e7a846ec016bc3de6bad41&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Miss-Marple-Complete-Collection-Mysteries-ebook/dp/B00FDRWK7Q?crid=2E0HQYKYX1AIL&dchild=1&keywords=the+thirteen+problems+agatha+christie&qid=1635891170&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=digital-text&sprefix=The+Thirteen+Problems%2Cdigital-text%2C193&sr=1-1&sres=B00FDRWK7Q%2CB000FC12XW%2CB085GF51ZS%2CB00FOPTNDQ%2CB00CD36EE8%2CB07252X6ZH%2CB00L01GHAA%2CB07737BP5Q&srpt=ABIS_BOOK&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=e73f86e1bb10d88d2b69c63c1c39df15&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B09F3G8XY3?ie=UTF8&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=aace0400161ab11a413a8ecad463878a&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl

These books are especially important to read in order of publication to best
understand the overarching story and character development. Tommy and Tuppence
are the only detectives to grow older throughout the course of their books, roughly
aligning with Christie’s own age at the time of writing.

1. The Secret Adversary (1922)

Partners in Crime (1929)

The Affair of the Pink Pearl (1929) (Short Story)
N or M? (1941)

By the Pricking of My Thumbs (1968)

Postern of Fate (1973)

The House of Lurking Death (1995) (Short Story)

No gk~ wN

#6 Superintendent Battle Books

Agatha Christie’s Superintendent Battle series focuses, as you can imagine,
on Superintendent Battle of the Scotland Yard.

Similarly to Hercule Poirot, Battle sports an impressive moustache and is
described as a sensible, intelligent police officer. In addition to his own books
featuring crossovers with Hercule Poirot, Ariadne Oliver, and Colonel Race, Battle
Is also mentioned in other Christie novels.

The Secret of Chimneys (1925)

The Seven Dials Mystery (1929)
Cards on the Table (1936)

Murder is Easy / Easy to Kill (1939)
Towards Zero (1944)

ok Wb E

#7 Colonel Race Books

Colonel Johnnie Race is a former Army Colonel and MI5 agent. In addition to
being described as highly intelligent, he is immensely rich. He is also patient,
composed, and quick-thinking.

As previously mentioned, there is overlap with Col. Race, Superintendent
Battle, and Hercule Poirot. All feature in the 1936 novel Cards on the Table. As
well, Race features in Poirot’s 1937 mystery Death on the Nile.

1.  The Man in the Brown Suit (1924)
2. Cards on the Table (1936)

3. Death on the Nile (1937)

4.  Sparkling Cyanide (1944)
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https://www.amazon.com/Secret-Adversary-Tommy-Tuppence-Book-ebook/dp/B08X52VJ2Q?crid=383XSTN8E1QJ1&keywords=the+secret+adversary+agatha+christie&qid=1644080923&sprefix=the+secret+adversary+agatha+christie%2Caps%2C136&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=6b6a2a732d0cb3f3b6c8a0e9284e44fe&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Partners-Crime-Tuppence-Adventure-Mysteries-ebook/dp/B000FCK684?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1644081240&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=82ee344e6f1dc5295daeffde8c488d4d&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Affair-Pink-Pearl-Tommy-Tuppence-ebook/dp/B007UPDE60?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1644081274&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=44e2c4f97d2640bc0c67c250d4f9b3b7&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/N-M-Agatha-Christie-ebook/dp/B09RPVZPJX?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1644081306&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=e7e5272eb90018cf76eade69ede1962a&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Pricking-My-Thumbs-Tuppence-Mysteries-ebook/dp/B007XJ72MU?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1644081340&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=ae196044100d1f0fd9775a45ce0eb532&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Postern-Fate-Tuppence-Mystery-Mysteries-ebook/dp/B007XJ73NS?keywords=postern+of+fate+agatha+christie&qid=1644081385&sprefix=Postern+of+Fate+agatha%2Caps%2C173&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=ec7ab31cd266b6f58c0317750ba22bef&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/House-Lurking-Death-Adventure-Mysteries-ebook/dp/B005JWU694?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1644081413&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=f3267ca068f76f1ad270f3946a8331bb&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Secret-Chimneys-Superintendent-Battle-Book-ebook/dp/B007XJ73JC?crid=3FRSHBQPDZPLV&dchild=1&keywords=The+Secret+of+Chimneys&qid=1635891375&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=digital-text&sprefix=the+secret+of+chimneys%2Cdigital-text%2C133&sr=1-1&sres=B007XJ73JC%2CB08SMKHTZR%2CB083SNMFH7%2CB09KVL66FJ%2CB09KX4DCM3%2CB09KQS37B2%2CB09KT84J5H%2CB09KTMFHG1%2CB09KNWTK5J%2CB09CQ9CQZW%2CB09KP5297P%2CB085GF51ZS%2CB09KNQKHW3%2CB08XBWVNRM%2CB09KP2LCB3%2CB09K5N6Y42&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=37036d93d67e00863f9b34615947e72e&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Seven-Dials-Mystery-Superintendent-Battle-ebook/dp/B007XIEEUY?crid=31AAC51AP2SKQ&dchild=1&keywords=The+Seven+Dials+Mystery&qid=1635891394&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=digital-text&sprefix=the+seven+dials+mystery%2Cdigital-text%2C135&sr=1-1&sres=B007XIEEUY%2CB08XB5JYLR%2CB000FBFMUC%2CB005CL8DA6%2CB07XNKRV83%2CB00INIXTKE%2CB00FO60AZ0%2CB000FC10ZC%2CB0827517CJ%2CB011HGW4NQ%2CB00526VW5E%2CB002Q6XUQ2%2CB0095VOEA2%2CB09GG22VMV%2CB07637WJN4%2CB002HFJ77S&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=ce81d446d43a738125e13d54bf11f62e&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Cards-Table-Hercule-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062073737?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=bd58e25605a57955a535a835f18f1d8e&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Murder-Easy-Agatha-Christie/dp/006207380X?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635891394&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=a8a98a14087c758adf4648bcee88b45a&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Towards-Zero-Superintendent-Battle-Book-ebook/dp/B005CL8DA6?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635891394&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=f8aa108ea4593d3de01dc310a783782a&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Brown-Suit-AmazonClassics-Colonel-Race-ebook/dp/B07ZH6HD1M?crid=16C84QTL5Q8O8&dchild=1&keywords=Colonel+Race+books&qid=1635891548&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=digital-text&sprefix=colonel+race+books%2Cdigital-text%2C133&sr=1-1&sres=B07ZH6HD1M%2CB09KNV1JBG%2CB08W514GW2%2CB0952DZ46D%2CB08LKGMPHT%2CB016I3AOJ4%2CB09CYL66KT%2CB0055PI72S%2CB083SN3KYJ%2CB01KUDR46O%2CB083SMX3P9%2CB083SNMFH7%2CB07R7YSYJ9%2CB083SNH68T%2CB011MQQYFK%2CB00VELRUHU&srpt=ABIS_BOOK&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=ffeb275c45bef697926bb4a6397227be&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Cards-Table-Hercule-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062073737?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=bd58e25605a57955a535a835f18f1d8e&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Death-Nile-Hercule-Mystery-Mysteries/dp/0062073559?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635889181&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=b4ebf4b6bb3b01db4740bfe385eac697&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Sparkling-Cyanide-Agatha-Christie-ebook/dp/B000FC13WW?crid=337VIUXIWYSUF&dchild=1&keywords=Sparkling+Cyanide&qid=1635891579&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=digital-text&sprefix=sparkling+cyanide%2Cdigital-text%2C130&sr=1-1&sres=B000FC13WW%2CB07Z8C9KM3%2CB00FOPTNDQ%2CB083Q6JTKZ%2CB07RD16RZD%2CB07K6V7Y3G%2CB07NCM2KX9%2CB073M1GQSP%2CB0072HDPZ6&srpt=DOWNLOADABLE_MOVIE&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=db4c9cce9e23ac97c7a7346a70928d0b&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl

#8 Harley Quin Books

Not to be confused with the enigmatic DC character, Agatha Christie created
her own Harley Quin based on the Harlequin of the Commedia dell’arte. He is
described as perhaps the most unconventional of Agatha Christie detectives with
extraordinary skills and almost mystical instincts.

1. The Mysterious Mr. Quin: A Short Story Collection (1930)
2. The Love Detectives (1993) (Short Story)
3. The Coming of Mr. Quin (2021) (Short Story)

#9 Agatha Christie Writing as Mary Westmacott

The following books are a list of Agatha Christie books in order of
publication under her pseudonym, Mary Westmacott. These books are out of print
and are not available for purchase from most retailers.

The below books are a departure from Christie’s signature mysteries and her
connection to the novels remained a secret for nearly 20 years. Christie’s
daughter describes the books not as love stories, but as stories about love in some of
its most powerful and destructive forms.

1. Giant’s Bread (1930)

Unfinished Portrait (1934)

Absent in the Spring (1944)

The Rose and the Yew Tree (1947)
A Daughter’s a Daughter (1952)
The Burden (1956)
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#10 Agatha Christie Standalone Books in Order

Agatha Christie also wrote nearly a dozen standalone novels that do not
feature any of her iconic detective characters. Despite not featuring the likes of
Poirot or Miss Marple, these books are quintessential Christie mysteries and must-
reads for any fan.

1. The Sittaford Mystery / The Murder at Hazelmoor (1931)
Why Didn’t They Ask Evans? (1934)

And Then There Were None (1939)

Death Comes as the End (1944)

Crooked House (1949)

They Came to Baghdad (1951)

Destination Unknown (1954)

No kWb
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https://www.amazon.com/Mysterious-Mr-Quin-Collection-Mysteries-ebook/dp/B007XJ70AO?crid=2EMAWVQXSVULA&dchild=1&keywords=The+Mysterious+Mr.+Quinn&qid=1635891748&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=digital-text&sprefix=the+mysterious+mr.+quinn%2Cdigital-text%2C202&sr=1-1&sres=B007XJ70AO%2CB008HS0CU0%2CB08VHJ9V3S%2CB06XH29X7V%2CB08RDBG4SC%2CB08CV75HYK%2CB08B452M4Y%2CB01M6B8X5X%2CB01M6UVCTR%2CB077J51DJ5%2CB01N7WSB0V%2CB088MKWQN8%2CB01FWPZQRY%2CB084P1VK3S%2CB00I9NSFDO%2CB06Y4S9NFR&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=c4d970fa44c14927db73a5c84906dfb6&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Love-Detectives-Harley-Quin-Mysteries-ebook/dp/B005JSMMSQ?crid=2AR0OZBSAMJTH&dchild=1&keywords=The+Love+Detectives&qid=1635891780&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=digital-text&sprefix=the+love+detectives%2Cdigital-text%2C136&sr=1-1&sres=B005JSMMSQ%2CB08MZPFY3J%2CB08ZHTDKHP%2CB08ZMC97BZ%2CB012W7BCVE%2CB09HCQQQYV%2CB09D9T6WLF%2CB09KNP11C1%2CB08XY2XLFK%2CB09KQWXD3M%2CB09F92Q8KP%2CB09KQZTKTJ%2CB09GYVHM7Q%2CB00P54T1JM%2CB09KW6YR54%2CB09KVGC5QN&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=c18037353ec87ab6868aa786ffcaacbf&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Coming-Mr-Quin-Harley-Short-ebook/dp/B007US2WUQ?crid=10IQGCQBO7KMZ&dchild=1&keywords=The+Coming+of+Mr.+Quin&qid=1635891799&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=digital-text&sprefix=the+coming+of+mr.+quin%2Cdigital-text%2C128&sr=1-1&sres=B007US2WUQ%2CB00U6SFUVK%2CB0716WQCN8%2CB07XSB35SS%2CB08CV75HYK%2CB01N9QVTEC%2CB07CSKRBVG%2CB08D2LMSJJ%2CB07CNDHL6S%2CB08B7YSLLG%2CB077L61D2K%2CB00AOS6Y26%2CB06XRFW5ZM&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=b647264160e6974d8f1a9d280fa827b2&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.agathachristie.com/en/about-christie/family-memories/the-mary-westmacotts
https://www.amazon.com/Sittaford-Christie-Mysteries-Collection-Paperback-ebook/dp/B000FC13TA?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1644082927&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=e48fa36e7fd68901acf94ef14c0c03df&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Agatha-Christie-Mysteries-Collection-Paperback-ebook/dp/B005O077KM?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1644082965&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=0076ff8a367609eb72277cfa086c11e9&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Then-There-Were-None-ebook/dp/B000FC1RCI?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1644083014&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=1d417bb01644652e2bb02e617d6cf1c1&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Agatha-Christie-Mysteries-Collection-Paperback-ebook/dp/B003A7I2MS?crid=39VKHYIVY8AC6&keywords=death+comes+as+the+end+agatha+christie&qid=1644083060&sprefix=Death+Comes+as+the+End+%2Caps%2C125&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=baf0187fe631b656e767e965be7a19a3&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Crooked-House-Agatha-Christie-ebook/dp/B005CL8CN4?crid=3D8O4P0PHE4S7&keywords=Crooked+House+agatha+christie&qid=1644083103&sprefix=crooked+house+agatha+christie%2Caps%2C124&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=687aab0b888823c238cf4857e1025442&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/They-Came-Baghdad-Agatha-Christie-ebook/dp/B000FC144Y?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1644083142&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=eed1547e0def01856cfb72b31798d72e&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Destination-Mr-Jessop-Book-1-ebook/dp/B007XIE2OM?keywords=destination+unknown+agatha+christie&qid=1644083224&sprefix=Destination+Unknown%2Caps%2C127&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=81be218578c460311215708b41d75396&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl

8. Ordeal by Innocence (1958)
9. The Pale Horse (1961)

10. Endless Night (1967)

11. Passenger to Frankfurt (1970)

#11 Agatha Christie Short Stories in Order

Agatha Christie loved to write short stories and she wrote more than just the
collections listed above for Hercule Poirot, Miss Marple, and others. Here are the
rest of her short stories in order of publication.

The Regatta Mystery and Other Stories (1932)
The Hound of Death (1933)

The Listerdale Mystery (1934)

Parker Pyne Investigates (1934)

The Witness for the Prosecution and Other Stories (1948)
Three Blind Mice and Other Stories (1952)
Star Over Bethlehem and Other Stories (1965)
The Golden Ball and Other Stories (1971)
Masterpieces in Miniature (2005)

Midwinter Murder (2020)

. A Deadly Affair (2022)
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#12 Agatha Christie Non-Fiction Books

If you are looking to learn more about Agatha Christie and her life then her
non-fiction books will be the perfect reading material for you.

1. Come, Tell Me How You Live (1946)
2. Agatha Christie: An Autobiography (1977)
3. The Grand Tour: Around the World With The Queen of Mystery (2012)

Bonus

Agatha Christie also wrote plays, and as a bonus, we have included the plays
she wrote in the order of their publication.

Publication of Plays in Order
1. The Mousetrap (1952)

2. Spiders’ Web (1954)

3. Verdict (1958)

4. Rats (1962)

https://www.tlbranson.com/agatha-christie-books-in-order/
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https://www.amazon.com/Ordeal-Innocence-Mystery-Agatha-Christie-ebook/dp/B005CL8DIS?crid=WAP6HBQ9LTND&keywords=Ordeal+by+Innocence+agatha+christie&qid=1644083245&sprefix=ordeal+by+innocence+agatha+christie%2Caps%2C147&sr=8-2&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=086ef101e2cb5b46ac01a032e582ed76&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Pale-Horse-Agatha-Christie-ebook/dp/B005CL8EZA?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1644083279&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=92406ab5b12d522e53d04623ea09e013&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Endless-Night-Mystery-Agatha-Christie-ebook/dp/B005CL8DPQ?keywords=endless+night+by+agatha+christie&qid=1644083335&sprefix=Endless+Night+%2Caps%2C132&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=2e0dfbb1f1dc58c81f4fdbf2bbb1e6d0&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Passenger-Frankfurt-Agatha-Christie-ebook/dp/B007Z507ZQ?crid=2A1TGXUYUFSUP&keywords=Passenger+to+Frankfurt+by+agatha+christie&qid=1644083502&sprefix=passenger+to+frankfurt+by+agatha+christie%2Caps%2C119&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=3c2cf42d8b5f69b89458b7d9ddc26957&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Regatta-Mystery-Other-Stories-Collection-ebook/dp/B008HS2GE0?crid=3R8UE6IOF9WWD&dchild=1&keywords=The+Regatta+Mystery+and+Other+Stories&qid=1635891993&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&s=digital-text&sprefix=the+regatta+mystery+and+other+stories%2Cdigital-text%2C125&sr=1-1&sres=B008HS2GE0%2CB009R51W4C%2CB00FDRWK7Q%2CB08B52G9K2%2CB005JSMM8G%2CB0142BVMGS%2CB084FMSM5R&srpt=ABIS_BOOK&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=26518c13733fdb3f9493316a613921a0&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Hound-Death-Agatha-Christie/dp/0008196427?crid=301Z32KIFGEOU&dchild=1&keywords=the+hound+of+death+agatha+christie&qid=1635892011&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&sprefix=The+Hound+of+Death%2Caps%2C134&sr=8-3&sres=0008196427%2CB00CD36G64%2C0600766233%2CB07NVLKRXP%2C0062073494%2C1492682721%2C0062073559%2CB000FC2NH6%2C0525565108%2CB00LG8ZBG8%2C0062073583%2CB003IWPIP4%2C1501156209%2C0553265628%2C0241986605%2C3190595100&srpt=ABIS_BOOK&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=1e70b5df01d9267a786d3b778e295a3a&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Listerdale-Mystery-Short-Story-ebook/dp/B00CGZXR0W?crid=ZCCNQOWC8K33&dchild=1&keywords=the+listerdale+mystery+agatha+christie&qid=1635892028&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&sprefix=The+Listerdale+Mystery%2Caps%2C147&sr=8-3&sres=0008196435%2C1572704977%2C060076611X%2CB008HSEDR8%2C0062251678%2CB08BJDPV3H%2C0062073559%2C0062073583%2C3502509131%2C2702423663%2CB001G439S4%2CB08GW4KFRJ%2CB00IK31TPY%2CB015570GG0%2CB00F4ERB5O%2CB005JSMM7C&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=134420fe102985332cf620b83dc663ce&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Parker-Pyne-Investigates-Collection/dp/0062074407?crid=2PERN3FJJNBJ6&keywords=parker+pyne+investigates+agatha+christie&qid=1635892064&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&sprefix=Parker+Pyne+Investigates%2Caps%2C129&sr=8-1&sres=0062074407%2CB003DKSM9U%2C0600766241%2CB075RHTPSR%2CB002HTPSYK%2CB000FC12YQ%2CB000FC2NGW%2CB000FC2RRM%2C0062073869%2CB000FC2RRW%2C0062073702%2CB000FC2RSG%2CB000FC2NGC%2CB000FC10T8%2C0062792385%2CB000FC146M&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=1b16a0324fc00620c4fc407dbcc1d981&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Witness-Prosecution-Other-Stories-ebook/dp/B008HS2HGM?crid=3769NAPKEWV3Z&dchild=1&keywords=The+Witness+for+the+Prosecution+and+Other+Stories&qid=1635892099&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&sprefix=the+witness+for+the+prosecution+and+other+stories%2Caps%2C136&sr=8-2&sres=0062094440%2C162899021X%2C0008249717%2CB075RGDFGZ%2CB004HONU8E%2C0593238389%2C1335015922%2CB000OIZSEQ%2C1426753284%2CB008HSEGPW%2CB08F6YD3D1%2CB096S1T96V%2C0062325973%2CB08RLC93J7%2C151471387X%2CB00ESEE84S&srpt=ABIS_BOOK&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=c08822d672a3634b9b45299bfd3b24b2&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Three-Blind-Mice-Other-Stories-ebook/dp/B008HS9J5E?crid=3EALRGAMPGMO5&dchild=1&keywords=Three+Blind+Mice+and+Other+Stories&qid=1635892113&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&sprefix=three+blind+mice+and+other+stories%2Caps%2C197&sr=8-1&sres=0062074423%2CB075RH2J62%2CB00QMWW0DA%2CB08KPQJMG1%2CB00162ECBY%2C168052416X%2CB073V9XD6X%2CB005WZZTB8%2CB07M5C7B6N%2CB08HMFNKGQ%2CB084VTWNDZ%2C0545630150%2C0545630134%2CB098MC5XK8%2CB000QAA400%2C0425119467&srpt=ABIS_BOOK&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=a7754de714a4d02958b04ffee867704e&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Star-over-Bethlehem-Holiday-Stories-ebook/dp/B005AJVF1E?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635892151&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=f835717eed8fe9f9fb2e2fca053c0eeb&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Stories-Christie-Mysteries-Collection-Paperback-ebook/dp/B008HSEDR8?crid=AVHMMWF5ZPHE&dchild=1&keywords=The+Golden+Ball+and+Other+Stories&qid=1635892168&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&sprefix=the+golden+ball+and+other+stories%2Caps%2C132&sr=8-1&sres=B008XDZ11O%2C022657184X%2C1632994097%2C1503711064%2C1338112902%2C0977329674%2C0307200477%2C0593382390%2CB078LTRBPN%2C0996561099%2C0060884266%2C0996561080%2C1779509464%2C1737829819%2CB07HQF7YP6%2CB08YMW1XXZ&srpt=ABIS_BOOK&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=b539a9692ba8d3757bba3e4ae54cf9c4&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Masterpieces-Miniature-Stories-Detectives-Hercule/dp/0312349386?crid=5U5OUUWPMTWG&dchild=1&keywords=Masterpieces+in+Miniature+agatha+christie&qid=1635892237&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&sprefix=masterpieces+in+miniature+agatha+christie%2Caps%2C134&sr=8-1&sres=0312349386%2CB008AUA8YK%2C0007284209%2C1781300623%2CB07YFFMSRS%2CB000GQRY6G%2CB091C41151%2CB089T73YLB%2CB08P2RM3P7%2CB07V1CTBZJ%2CB09J928KJG%2CB08L56MDLG%2CB09H8BSJN3%2CB084SVZ24D%2CB07CDDY2QZ%2CB088ZTM1TP&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=1f567de41790a03a60a0398a2a9fd4fc&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Midwinter-Murder-Fireside-Tales-Mystery/dp/0063030365?crid=39FC4G5QV95WR&dchild=1&keywords=midwinter+murder+agatha+christie&qid=1635892470&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&sprefix=Midwinter+Murder%2Caps%2C139&sr=8-3&sres=0063030365%2C1788166140%2C0008470936%2C0063143550%2C0751577774%2CB09JMCYHL1%2C1941918670%2CB08739YWJ4%2CB08SGBJ523%2C1595269118%2C1529113296%2C000718977X%2CB08DDWF8RB%2CB08DDK4T2Y%2C039609161X%2C0008296618&srpt=ABIS_BOOK&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=03ed408f3af430b94158b560dd6fb05e&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Deadly-Affair-Unexpected-Stories-Mystery-ebook/dp/B091TQRJZW?crid=2S485O5LY4EV&dchild=1&keywords=a+deadly+affair+agatha+christie&qid=1635892486&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&sprefix=A+Deadly+Affair+agatha+christie%2Caps%2C135&sr=8-2&sres=0063142341%2CB07GV2KW8D%2CB077TDXQFW%2CB091ZL7XWX%2C1849011486%2CB000GQRY6G%2CB07Y2686PR%2C1542020905%2CB07W5N8G2X%2CB07T69XG4N%2CB07PP9N4D8%2CB07112HTFZ%2CB07M6LX8WT%2CB084Z7TKSF%2CB003VTZRQ4&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=548bd17b92a74149e0550d475af3bfd4&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Come-Tell-How-Live-Archaeological/dp/0062093703?crid=ZWJBCNCARSGX&dchild=1&keywords=come%2C+tell+me+how+you+live&qid=1635892510&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&sprefix=Come%2C+Tell+Me+How+You+Live%2Caps%2C129&sr=8-1&sres=0062093703%2CB08V98TC3Y%2C7532159817%2CB085XNMMHV%2C0310359066%2CB094XBY8HR%2C0857524194%2C1784164232%2C0385753845%2C1608820580%2C045149492X%2C1631494538%2C1692044486%2C0525541527%2C1984268945%2C1733963707&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=04817b20609e96f0c9293b6025749fef&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Autobiography-Agatha-Christie-ebook/dp/B003QP4BII?crid=26SNG35TN9J2G&dchild=1&keywords=Agatha+Christie%3A+An+Autobiography&qid=1635892528&qsid=132-9993210-8798001&sprefix=agatha+christie+an+autobiography%2Caps%2C129&sr=8-1&sres=0062204572%2C0062093703%2CB074D4PF2B%2CB007HB8CSW%2C0062065432%2C0711235635%2C0008243956%2C0008296618%2C1474619444%2C0061988375%2C1643137360%2CB006X7OKRS%2CB00GW4JLB2%2CB08LD9162T%2C0006531725%2C0008129630&srpt=ABIS_BOOK&linkCode=ll1&tag=tlbranson-20&linkId=3c796db5a13995b0f8a26859a5d7643a&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
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HNutepdeiic snmektponHoro wusaanus (B ¢opmare pdf) MOXHO YCIOBHO
pa3nenuTh Ha 2 YaCTH.

JleBass HaBUTAMOHHAs YacTh (3aKJIaJKH) BKIIOYAET B ce0s CoaepkaHue
KHUTH C BO3MOXHOCTBIO MEPEX0JIa K TEKCTY COOTBETCTBYIOIIEH TJIaBbI IO JICBOMY
MIETYKY KOMITBIOTEPHOU MBIIIIH.

LlenTpanpHas yacTb OTOOpa)kaeT CoAep KaHME TEKYIEro pasnena. B tekcte
MOTYT UCIIOJIb30BAaThCS CCHUIKH, TO3BOJIAIONIME Oojiee MOAPOOHO PAaCKpPHITh
CoJiep>)KaHNuEe HEKOTOPBIX MOHSITHHA.
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CBEJAEHMHA O JIMIHAX, OCYHIECTBJ/IABIINX TEXHUYECKYIO

OBPABOTKY U ITIOJAI'OTOBKY MATEPUAJIOB:

OdopmiieHne 3MIeKTPOHHOTO W3Aanus : M3natensckuii eHTp «Y IMypTCKUi
YHUBEPCUTET.
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