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There are a large number of weapons belonging to civilians in the 

US. Some historians say that the United States have a special culture 

of weapons that has greatly influenced the society and the whole 

country.  

Indeed, the large-scale independent research project Small Arms 

Survey, conducted by the Institute for International Research and 

Development in Geneva, Switzerland, showed that the number of 

civilian weapons in the USA is many times greater than the number of 

weapons in other countries. It is estimated that U.S. civilians own 393 

million firearms, and that 35% to 42% of the households in the country 

have at least one gun. In fact, this research shows that in 2017, 

Americans made up 4 percent of the world's population, but owned 

about 46 percent of the world's total stock of 857 million civilian 

firearms. The United States ranks first in terms of firearms per capita 

and amounts to 120.5 units of firearms per 100 people [1]. 

The presence of such a situation shows that in the USA there are 

also special weapons laws, and legal regulation of small arms traffic. 

So now I would like to talk about the current Federal laws in the 

United States on firearms in the order they were adopted. 

For the first time, the issue of regulation and control of weapons 

was raised in US law at the end of the 18th century. In December 15, 

1791, this was reflected in the second amendment to the Constitution, 

according to which «A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the 

security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, 

shall not be infringed». The emergence of this amendment is due to 
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the fact that at that time the United States did not have a large army 

and permanent law enforcement agencies, as well as the fact that 

lawmakers want to balance military power between people [2]. It is 

also worth noting that the second amendment was partially based on 

the English Bill of Rights of 1689, which fixed the right to have 

weapons for one’s defense, which is permitted by law [3]. The 

historical link between the English Bill of Rights and the Second 

Amendment, which both codify an existing right and do not create a 

new one, has been acknowledged by the U.S. Supreme Court.  

For a long time, there were no federal laws in the United States 

regarding the weapons owning other than the second amendment.  

During the 19th century, some states tried to limit weapons 

ownerships, especially hidden weapons, but in general the situation 

did not change until the first half of the 20th century [4]. 

In the 1930s, there was a strong increase in organized crime in the 

United States associated with the economic crisis and the Great 

Depression. High-profile crimes have been committed such as Saint 

Valentine's Day Massacre which used Thompson submachine guns 

and an attempted murder of Franklin Roosevelt. All these events 

forced the government to begin developing a new law that could 

regulate arms trafficking at the federal level [5].   In 1934, the US 

Congress passed the National Firearms Act, which establishes a 

mandatory excise tax on the production and transfer of certain types 

of firearms and requires the registration of these firearms. The NFA 

does not apply to all firearms, but only to certain categories that have 

increased danger or provide the possibility of hidden carrying.  

The National Firearms Act of 1934 (NFA) defines a number of 

categories of regulated firearms. These weapons are known as NFA 

firearms or Title 2 weapons and include the following: 

- Machine guns; 

- Short-barreled rifles; 

- Short barreled shotguns; 

- Suppressors; 

- Destructive devices. 

It follows that handguns and full-size rifles do not apply to this 

law and are not subject to mandatory registration. For these types of 
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weapons, the rule is that all transfers of registered NFA firearms must 

be made through the National Register of Registration and Transfer of 

Firearms (the “NFA Register”). The NFA also requires the owner to 

report the transportation of NFA firearms across state borders to the 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF). A 

special tax of $ 200 is also charged on the transfer of such weapons.  

It is considered a crime to conduct business with the NFA firearms 

without registering or paying a special tax; obtaining or owning 

firearms that are not registered in the National Register of registration 

and transfer of firearms; the transfer or manufacture of weapons in 

violation of NFA rules; or destruction of the serial number of a 

firearm. 

Any violation of the NFA is a felony punishable by up to 10 years 

in prison [6]. 

After 4 years, the Federal Firearms Act (FFA), 1938, was passed. 

Which requires manufacturers, importers and sellers of weapons to 

have a federal firearms license (FFL).  A federal license is issued by 

the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF). A 

license can be of various types, allocated depending on what activity 

the owner is going to engage in. Also the law prohibited the transfer 

of firearms to certain categories of persons, such as convicted 

criminals [7]. 

The next stage in the formation of modern weapons legislation in 

the United States was the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets 

Act and Gun Control Act, adopted in 1968. Omnibus Crime Control 

Safe Streets Act limited the free sale of handguns between states, and 

also established a rule according to which it was necessary to reach 

the age of 21 to obtain the right to purchase weapons.[8] 

Gun Control Act of 1968 was more significant. The adoption of the 

Gun Control Act was originally triggered by the assassination of US 

President John F. Kennedy in 1963. The president was shot from a 

rifle purchased by mail from an advertisement in a magazine. This act 

tightened the rules related with the purchase and sale of weapons. It 

was prohibited to send firearms by mail, and it was prescribed that 

anyone who wanted to buy weapons as part of an interstate transaction 

should do it through a licensed federal firearms dealer.  



949 

 

The 1968 Act contained too difficult conditions for the sale of 

weapons; people often became victims of abuse by ATF employees, 

so the Firearm Owners Protection Act was passed in 1986. Despite 

some easing of restrictions on the sale of weapons, the main 

significance of this law is that it prohibited the sale of new automatic 

firearms. However, automatic weapons manufactured before 1986 can 

be sold, which greatly increased the price of these weapons. This law 

also allows for the legal transport of firearms with you through other 

states that have more stringent firearms laws [9-10]. 

Speaking about the weapons traffic, it is necessary to be said about the 

Undetectable Firearms Act, which prohibits the manufacture, import, 

sale, delivery, storage of any firearm that cannot be detected by a metal 

detector, and also requires that the handguns be in the traditional form 

of a gun. All this is aimed at fighting against terrorism [11]. 

In 1994, arms control increased when the Brady Handgun 

Violence Prevention Act was adopted. This law is significant because 

it was the first act that obliged arms stores to conduct background 

checks on firearm purchasers, and also introduced the National Instant 

Criminal Background Check system. This system checks whether the 

data of the buyer of weapons is in the federal lists of persons who are 

prohibited to have weapons. If no matches are found, then the purchase 

can be made.  Otherwise, the NICS section of the FBI should contact 

law enforcement for more information. Under the Brady Act, the FBI 

has three business days to decide whether to approve or reject a 

transfer.  At the same time, the law does not oblige to verify personal 

data when transferring weapons between two private individuals. 

The law defines persons who are prohibited from owning weapons.  

A prohibited person is one who: 

1. Has been convicted of a crime punishable by imprisonment for 

more than one year; 

2. Is under indictment for a crime punishable by imprisonment 

for more than one year; 

3. Hide from justice; 

4. Has been recognized as Mentally Sick; 

5. Has been discharged from the Armed Forces under 

dishonorable conditions; 
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6. Renounced US Citizenship; 

7. Is an unlawful user of or addicted to any controlled substance; 

8. has been convicted of a misdemeanor crime of domestic 

violence. 

This is how a firearm buyer verification system looks like. 

The system does not work perfectly and periodically false bans on the 

sale, as well as the sale of weapons to persons who are prohibited from 

owning weapons. However, the system will successfully limit the 

purchase of weapons in specialized stores to people who are forbidden 

to owning weapons [12]. 

In conclusion, it must be said that the United States really has one 

of the freest laws related to arms trafficking. Every law-abiding citizen 

can own a weapon. Such types of firearms as pistols, revolvers, non-

automatic rifles can be sold without mandatory registration, and when 

transferring between private individuals, an identity check is not 

required. Registration requires only high-risk weapons, which may be 

hidden-carrying weapons or automatic weapons. However, the 

question of whether this situation is optimal is controversial. 
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